. ERIK OEVERDIEK/DAILY JOURNAL
I-Ttmg-ChlaoWu 26, covers her head with Jacket in Belmont near the Starbucks at El Camino Real and Ralstor
Avenue. Forecasters predict more rain today, with partly cloudy conditions through Wednesday night.The nex:
chance for rain is Thursday and Saturday and Sunday should be clear, forecasters said.
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STUDENTS VISITING from Belmont's sister city of Namur, Belgium, attend an unveiling

of a plaque Monday recognizing the relationship between the two cities.




El Camino Real
struggles with
redevelopment

4 PLAN, from Local 1

you don’t éet the support that you need, property-wise or ‘
business-wise,” she said. .

Tinyo wonders why there isn’t more rallying for Bel-
mont businesses, asking why, for example, materials for
the city's new library were not purchased locally.

“There should be an advantage for your being here,”
she said. “Why can’t you make it so that you're looking out
for your community?”

Frances Grisgood, owner of Belmont Village Gallery on
Ralston Avenue, just a block from El Camino, said she
hopes that the city will consider bringing in an expert to
look at development of the community as a whole.

“When I first came to Belmont, there was a kind of
charm about it. It has a little-town feel,” said Grisgood,

don’t'think the charm is being utilized enough.” e

She said there should be more of the feel of the cot-
tages in Twin Pines Park, and less of four nail and beauty
salons in the two blocks across the street from her gallery.

“They need someone, a designer, that can carry the
qualities Belmont has inherited and carry it through the
architecture that people whiz by every day,” she said.

There’s a taste of what could be in the Belmont Village
Center, the shopping center between Ralston and O’'Neill
avenues with Safeway as its centerpiece and side spots
like A.G. Ferrari Foods, Peet’s Coffee and Learning Ex-
press toy store, that nearly everyone agrees are a step in
the right direction. .

Dan Divine, a mortgage consultant with Diablo Funding
Group, who often works out of his Belmont home, called
the center “a shining example of what we should do more
of.”

“That's the type of development that I think E1 Camino

does best on,” he said.

Divine, a 23-year resident, knows that Belmont will not
be a Burlingame or San Carlos. With most residents living
in Belmont's hills, the city is simply not configured for a
downtown avenue.

“I would just like to see continual improvement up and
down El Camino,” Divine said.

Belmont Mayor Phil Mathewson said he knows that
there are valid concerns about El Camino, and that the de-
bate over where and what a downtown ought to be has
dragged on.

“We have thoughts in offing but they're not on paper.
We're really looking at the area,” he said. “We're disap-
pointed with the progress so far. I think, Tcan speak for
the council on that.”

He said he would like to see mixed-use developments
on El Camino between the San Mateo border and Ralston,
and perhaps a different customer draw.

“San Carlos is talking about limits on coffee shops. We
need to talk about businesses that attract a higher quality
of clientele,” he said.

There have been efforts to look at development consis-
tency, such as creation of the Downtown Specific Plan. A
comprehensive Economic Development Strategy created in
2003 intended to improve the city’s tax revenue while
strengthening quality of life.

But Mathewson acknowledged that the city hasn't quite
accomplished what it has aimed for, and it seems that
local business owners have noticed it, too.

“We are trying to make it more uniform and working to-
ward that with several council subcommittees that hope-
fully are going to come up with a more unified vision very
soon,” he said.
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El Camino redevelopment struggles

— just 81,000 at first and then 50 per-
cent of the next $4,000. A new business
moving in can get $3,000 for improve-
ments.

That is but a small carrot for Laurie
Tinyo, owner of Workspace Innova-
tions, a company at 240 El Camino
Real that designs office spaces, citing
other non-reimbursed fees associated
with owning a business and making im-
provements, like hiring someone to de-
sign the plans.

“In my opinion, they take it out of
- their left pocket and put it in their right
REEN — Staff  hocket,” Tinyo said about the rebate

M Belmont business owners call
for more incentives, uniformity

By Rebekah Gordon
STAFF WRITER
BELMONT — Take a ride on El
Camino Real in Belmont, and residents
and local business ‘owners will point
out all the things they wish weren’t
there. !
There’s a handful of empty lots, like
those on the corners of Belmont and
O'Neill avenues, whose weeds have
nearly overtaken the “for sale” signs.

Or there are the boarded-up restau- A BURNED OUT RESTAURANT still remains an eyesore monies. “How does that help me?"
rants, one at the corner of Broadway at Broadway and EI Camino Real in Belmont. Tinyo has owned her building for
ancc} ttl;f otﬁler al: - Ct?mno 5 fnorth i nine years and readily admits it looks
" ¢ al:. a:;e .‘:ﬁn ?tlway ‘(l)r Zlears. more unified architecture that captures with frontage on El Camino, Old like a “sugar shack.” That is partly due,
0 Zrcrilollllzﬁ s::)lre g:)(;rfesx;elrllﬁ:lri tgréfﬂl the town’s feel. It's a long-standing di-  County Road and parts of Ralston, with she said, to the difficulty she has had

Brts ofdhe thor01’1 ghfare “seedy,” lemma for the city, which has struggled rebates for improvements to a single with the city in trying to get improve-
\I;vi shingthat@inont would doyr;lor s to develop itself economically and building not to exceed $15,000. The ments approved.
Sltive (g)wners to clean up their store- create a central downtown. city also will reimburse for design re- “I would never recommend a com- .
fronts, draw in new business, promote Belmont does have a Facade Im- view and building permit Ifees. pany to opena business here, because
local establishments and gjve the citya  provement Pregram for businesses . But the reimbursements start slow Please see PLAN, Local 3
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