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Cook re-elected city clerk in Belmont 
8y Bill Silverfarb 
DAILY JOURNAL STAFF 

Incumbent Terri Cook beat out 
Belmont Vice Mayor Dave Warden for 
the city clerk position she has held for 
nearly IO years. 

It was the first a.me Cook faced any 
competition in the race since 2002. 

Cook, 53, earned just less than 52 per
cent of the vote to retain her seat. 

Warden ran for the seat to save the city 
money, he said, by refusing to take the 
clerk's $95,000 a year salary. He also 
intended to streamline the office to make 
it more technologically savvy. 

For Cook, the campaign was an oppor
tunity to educate the public on what the 
city clerk's role is in the city. 

"My focus was to run a positive cam-

Terri Cook 

paign. This is a pro
fessional position 
and I wanted to 
maintain profession
alism in the cam
paign," Cook told the 
Daily Journal last 
night. "It was some
times hard not to 
knee-jerk react • to 
my opponent's pro-
posals." 

Warden, 50, said the position should 
be more a voluntary one and advocated 
for making it an appointed position 
rather than an elected one. 

Cook said that should be a decision 
. left up to Belmont voters to decide. 

Warden, however, will retain his 
council seat and is next in line to be 

mayor in Belmont. . 
Warden wanted to significantly 

improve the efficiency of the office arid 
to take council meeting minutes in real 
time on a laptop computer rather than 
the pen and paper Cook uses to take 
minutes. 

Warden also does not think Cook's 
position is a full-time one and said he 
could get the job done in some weeks by 
working only five hours in the office. 

He also said during the campaign that 
the clerk's office wastes a lot of paper. 

Warden could not be reached for com
ment last night. 

Bill Silverfarb can be reached by email: sil
verfarb@smdailyjoumal.com or by phone: 
(650} 344-5200 ext. 106. 



Cook for Belmont city clerk 
Races for city clerk are seldom com

pelling, or even contested, as the job 
is largely administrative with three 

components - serving the public with docu
ments and assisting city staff and the City 
Council. 

However, the city of Belmont is known for 
its unique personalities and sometimes politi
cally charged atmosphere. That may be in 
play in this particular race pitting the incum
bent, Terri Cook, against current Vice Mayor 
Dave Warden, who is willing to give up his 
seat on the council to take the position. 
Politics aside, the race should be considered 
in the context of the job itself. Cook has 
served as Belmont city clerk for nearly a 

· decade. We haven't heard any official com
plaints about her in the job though she is 
known to be prickly at times. She points to 
her experience serving the city over the years 
on the Planning Commission and City 
Council, including serving as mayor. She 
contends she is independent and emphasizes 
the importance of keeping the job as an elect
ed position to maintain that independence. 

Warden wants to make drastic changes to 
the office - making it a part-time equivalent 
position and shuffling the administrative 
tasks to other city employees while promis
ing not to take the job's roughly $95,000 
annual salary and instead taking an amount 
closer to $6,000 a year. That would be the 

Editorial 
equivalent of what members of the City 
Council make in their part-time role. He also 
wants to move toward a more paperless 
office and use his experience in management 
and technology as a medical software devel
oper to streamline the tasks of the office. 

Cook said she has already begun the task 
of transforming the office to a paperless one 
and to provide for efficiencies. Those efforts 
accelerated in the past few months as this 
election approached. · 

Warden has provided some bright ideas 
and food for thought. Some of them could be 
introduced and discussed at the council level 
as a way to improve the efficiency of the 
entire city. In his time on the council, Warden 
has proven to be bold with his ideas and able 
to reach consensus in bringing them into 
action. Perhaps he should think about broad
ening his goals for thederk's office to other 
areas of the city's administration. 

His concept of making the position part
time, with a lower salary, ·is one that should 
be decided by the voters though any official 
has the liberty to do what they will with their 
salary. Many cities have successfully moved 
toward having the city clerk be an appointed 
position. Perhaps the voters should decide 
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Endorsements 
Previous Daily Journal endorsements 
• San Mateo County Community College District 
Dave Mandelkem, Patricia Miljanich, Karen Schwarz· 
• Sequoia Union High School District 
came Du Bois, Ofivia Martinez, Lorraine Rumley 
• San Mateo-Foster City Elementary School District 
Audrey Ng.Colleen Sullivan 
• Hillsborough Oty Elementary School District 
Greg Dannis, Margi Power 
• Redwood City Elementary School District 
Shelly Masur,Alisa Greene MacAvoy, Dennis McBride 
• San BnJno Park Elementary School District 
Jennifer Blanco.Joseph Capote 

that too, or conclude it s'hould remain elected 
with lower pay or stay exactly as it is now. 
The council can place such a measure .on the 
ballot. Or a citizen group can be formed with 
the same intent. Either would be·a more 
appropriate path. 

Warden is a key member of the City 
Council and is best suited for enacting 
change in his current position which would 
save the city the task of determining how he 
would be replaced - whether through an 
appointment or a special election that could 
cost the city money. Cook has proven to be a 
solid and independent city clerk, who 
deserves a chance to continue making 

· changes to the office in a way that makes 
sense to the ·clty and its citizens. 



City Clerk 
refuses raise 

BY JOSH WOLF 
Daily Post Staff Writer 

Belmont City Clerk Terri Cook has refused to 
take a pay hike in an effort to help ease the city's 
budget woes, she told the Post yesterday. 

The elected clerk, who made $93,276 
last year, makes less than her peers in 
other San Mateo County cities but de
cided to accept only a l.78 percent cost 
of living adjustment for the year that be
gins July 1. 

COOK Meanwhile the City Council approved 
pay raises as high as 9.76 percent for de

partment heads at a meeting last month. 
Police Chief Don Mattei, who made $163,884 

last year, was given a 9.76 percent raise. And Pub
[See RAISE, page 19] 

RAISE 
lie Works Director Raymond Davis 
111, who made $190,612 last year, was 
award~~ a 7.28 percent raise at the City 
Council s May 26 meeting. 

"I was really tom about what do," 
Cook told the Post. ,-.I was having per
sonal difficulty having the staff bring 
forward a resolution for equity .... This 
maybe is my opportunity to make my 
statement.!' 

Cook acknowledges that the money 

she is forgoing won't have much of an 
effect on the city's budget woes, but 
said she wanted to do her part in shar
ing the sacrifices everyone in the city 
will feel from the shortfall. 

If Cook hadn't refused the raise the 
council would've likely granted her two 
separate 4 percent raises over the next 
two months in order to continue bring
ing her salary in line with her counter
parts in other cities, she _said. 

But even though she is refusing the 
money, she said it is still important that 
the clerk's wages are brought into line 
with neighboring cities so that the city 
can attract the· best person for the posi~ 
tion. 

"Whil~ I a_m comfortable with JlY 
salary, there will come a time whe~' I 
will no longer be the city clerk, a d 
another qualified candidate will 
elected;" said Cook. "I don't want to 
lose sight of the fact that we should be 
keeping abreast of the market median 
situation." 



Cook wins Behnont clerk race 
• Councilmember wins 
city post that opened up 
after a resignation 

8J11dt'!!f 
STAFF WRITER 

BELMONT - Two-term City 
Council member Terri Cook beat 
two newcomers and another polit
ical veteran for the coveted 
$80,000-a-year post of Belmont 
City Clerk on Tuesday. 

Cook garnered 2,119 votes, 
edging business consultant George 
Burgess by just 104 votes. Burgess 
got 2,015. 

Former mayor Eleanor Hahn 
picked up 1,213 votes, and 
Christina Wagenseller, a 22-year
old who formerly worked as a cou
rier in the clerk's office, got 654. 

"I'm very happy," Cook said 
from T&B's Baja Bar and Grill on 
Masonic Way, where she was cele
brating her victory Tuesday. 

"I'm ready to jump in with both 
feet, and both arms, and- my 
head," she said. "I'm very gung-ho. 
It's a great thing for Belmont, and 
a great thing for me personally." 

Cook will fill the remaining year 
in Kathy Kern's term. Kem, who 
ran for the post unopposed twice, 
resigned when she moved from 
. Belmont to San Mateo. 

Cook said she did not know 
when her official first day on the 
job would be - nor when she 
would step down from the City 
Council - but that she was 
meeting with the city manager
today to iron it out. 

Belmont Mayor Dave Warden 
had endorsed· Burgess, saying 
Cook would be difficult to replace 
on the council and that a special 
election would be costly for the 
city. 

Burgess, who took his cam
_paign door-to-door, said he was 
encouraged that, as a newcomer, 
he gave Cook a run for her money. 

"I'm coming out of nowhere," 
he said, "and I'm excited that I did 
that well. But I'd be more excited 
if I won. I guess I'll enjoy the holi
days, ttidi start running for City 

. 

DONALD R. WINSLOW - Staff 

BELMONT Cln CLERK ELECT Terri Cook mingles with supporters at 
T&B's Baja Bar and Grill on Masonic Way in Belmont. "I'm ready 
to jump in with both feet, and both arms, and my head," she said 

after her election. "I'm very gung-ho." 
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Clerk next year." 
Tuesday's election was the 

city's first in years for the admin
istrative post, which, among other 
duties, involves keeping a detailed 
record of all city business. 

The deputy clerk generally 
steps into the post without opposi
tion when the olerk steps down. 
But the current deputy clerk, 

Sheila Harrington, is not eligible 
because she ts not a Belmont resi
dent. 

Cook, 44, has said her previous 
city government experience -
serving on the Planning Commis
sion for three years before taking a 
seat on the council in 1997 -
would ease Belmont's transition to 
a new clerk. 

She currently works as an ad
ministrator for the San Carlos 
School District. 
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Clerk candidates spend 
big money on campaigns 
Voters to decide who 
will fill Kern's seat 

BY WES BOWERS 
Independent Newspapers 

BELMONT - In a bizarre race 
for the city clerk seat, the four 
candidates vying to rep lace for• 
mer city clerk Kathy Kern have 
forked out thousands of dol
lars to gain voter approval. 
It's the first time in the city's 

history that voters will choose 
between four candidates cam
paigning for clerk. 

Candidates 
Christina Wagen
seller, Terri Cook, 
George Burgess 
and Eleanore 
Hahn will find 
out today if the 
money they spent 
will pay off. 

•1 feel pretty 
good," said Cook, 
a current coun

./oTE 
Sae axpanded election 
coverage Inside: 
• 19th Assembly broad
cast debacle ,., page 5A 
• $chools push parcel 
tax ... page 5A 

precincts or just out 
in the community." 

Cook spent $4,000 
to $5,000 on the 
campaign, the ~ame 
amount she spent 
on her two cam
paigns for City 
Council. 

cilmember. "I've had a lot of 
great feedback from people 
I've run into, either walking 

"It's a range I fig
ured I'd be in when 
the campaign start

.ed," she said. "As I've said 
before. I like to do a grassroots 

( o VER__) 



campaign and show people 
that you don't need to spend a 
lot for an election. I hope that 
history holds. true to that on 
Tuesday." 

The "fresh face," as Burgess 
calls himself, has spent about 
$9,000 on campaign materials. 
"Going door-to-door, I've been 

recognized a lot more by the 
residents," he said. "It's been a 
fun campaign for me and I've 
met a lot of people I never 
would have met if I lived here 
for several more years." 

Burgess said it would be inter
esting to see which campaign
ing strategies worked for each 
candidate. 

"I'm looking forward to seeing 
the results and seeing if all th~ 
effort we've put into the run 
has paid off," he said. "The four 
of us have taken different tac
tic.s ''to generate interest in our 
backgrounds and experi
ences, and it will be interesting 
to see ht>w that all plays out." 
·· Burgess said he feels very con
fident heading into Nov. 5 
because he has been walking 

the precincts and talking to as 
many people as he can, as 
often as he can. 

"I've tried to convey the mes
sage that you need to tell well 
and tell often," he said. "And I 
think I've succeeded in that 
area without getting too 
involved with what the others 
are doing. Tuesday will be an 
exciting day for all ofus." 
Topping Burgess in dollars 

spent is former councilmember 
Hahn, who has spent $12,000 
on her campaign . . 

"I'm very positive about Tues-

City clerk candidates run the gamut 
Terri 
Cook 

Occupation: 
San Carlos 

c. School District 
Candidate employee and 

current Bel
mont city cauncilmember 

lacqre1111d: Bom and raised 
in Belmont, Cook served the 
coO'lmunlty ln volunteer roles 
tor more than SO years. She 
was elected to the council ill 
1997 and l$ currently serving 
her s~ term as !)Oun
cllmembtr. $he was mayor 
from 1999-2000. She also 
served on the Plannlno CQITI-

mtssion for three years and 
Yfl!I a 11111-employed court 
reporter, 

..... 
Gandidate 

George 
Burgess 
Age:66 

Occupation: 
Self-employed 
financial con
sultant 

l1cqntt111d: Burgess moved 
to Belmont five years ago and 
has owned several small start
up businesses, offerino consul
tation to many large corpora
tions In Nebraska, Missouri 
and the Bay Area. 

Eleanore 
Hahn 
Ap:60 

Otcu,atton: 
Real estate 
broker 

. Background: 
Hahn Is a former councHmem
oor and mayor and has experi
ence in management with IBM. 
Hahn has lived in Belmont tor 
16 years, servtnu on the Mkl
Penlnsula Water District Board 
for four years. 

I 
Cbris1ina 

~ 
Occu,atton: 
Office adminls

W l I trator 
candidate 

..... nd: 
Born and raised in Belmont, 
"Wagenselter has worked part 
time 1n the Parka ilnd Recre-

• atlon and City Clerk depart• 
ments. tier father serves on the 
Mld·Penlnaula water Olstrlet 
8oard. 

day," she said. •1 had a strategy 
early on in the campaign and I 
think my strength is there to 
win." 
Although she would not 

reveal what strategies she took 
to gain her support, she did say 
that campaigning early and 
getting exposure as soon as 
possible is a huge factor in a 
candidate's success. 

"I'm generally a quiet candi
date;" she said. "There seems 
to be a lot of frenzy in thr 
other candidates' campaigns 
at the last minute, and I don't 
know why . . The strength of a 
campaign is in an .early one." 
On the low end of the spend

ing spectrum, Wagenseller 
shelled oµt a paltry $660 on 
her campaign. 
•rve had a lot of support 

from all kinds of people in 
town," she said. "There's actu
;llly more people supporting 
me than I first realized, and 
that's a positive sign." 
Even though she has spent 

·the least amount to promote , 
herself, she still sent flyers and 
forms to more than 600 fami
lies, hitting nearly 2,000 regis
tered voters. 
"I'm excited," she said. "Hope

fully this will be a starting 
point for me in a new career in 
politics. We'll see what the vot
ers decide on Tuesday." 



Clerk forum .focuses on Cook's campaign 
Warden endorses 
Burgess rather than 
co-councilmember 

cilmember Eleanore Hahn. hear holding another one to 
find a replacement could cost 
us nearly $100,000," he said. 

BY WES BOWERS 
Indtpet1dent Newspapers 

BELMONt - Councilmember 
Terri Coolt"s bid for the city 
clerk's seat is beit;lg called into 
queitiop by some who fear 
replacing· her current seat 
would be costly, 

Many at a recent city der can
didate's forum - hosted by the 
San Mateo County League of 
Women Voters and the 
Belmont Heights Civic 
Improvement Association -
feel that it would cost the city 
too much to hold a special 
election to fill her seat on the 
council. 

He also said Cook's council 
seniority would be sorely 
missed shoul<l she be elected 
city tlerk. "I really think it's in 
the .best interest of the city for 
Terri to remain on council," he 
said. "She's the only coun
cilmember that has been on 
the council for more than three 
years, and the city needs her." 

Cook is running for former 
city clerk Kathy Kern's office 
against four other candidates 
- George Burgess. Christine 
Wagenseller and furmer coun-

That was a concern for Mayor 
Dave Warden who has 
.endorsed businessman 
Burgess. 

Warden said a better candi
date is Burgess, who has a solid 
background in financial con
sul ting, and has good ideas 
about increasing voter registra• 

"When we held a special ele<;
tion for the library, it cost the 
city about $40,000; and now I 

COOK: Warden backs Burgess 
~fromlA 

Cook defended her decision to 
run, citing her background as a 
court reporter and former San 
Carlos School District employee. 
"Because I know the staff and the 
city pretty well, I can get up to 
speed pretty quickly," she said. "I'd 
obviously give myself a few weeks 
to get completely up to speed, but I 
like to learn new things so I don't 
think it would take long." 

Besides questions over Cook's bid, 
candidates were asked how they 
would improve voter turnout and 
relations between City Hall and 
residents. 
Wagenseller said it was impor

tant for the clerk to respond 
promptly to staff requests. "The 

~

lationship has to be a good one," 
id Wagenseller. "The council and 
ty staff are always asking th~ c~ty 

clerk for information, and the city 

clerk must be willing to help out 
the staff." 
Hahn said she would promote ; 

voter turnout by talking to high 
school students and passing out i 
registration forms. 

"I keep a stack of registrations 1 

with me all the time and have been • 
able to get some people to regis- • 
ter" she said. "But I too was 
en~ouraged when I spoke to high • 
school kids about voting, while I 
was mayor. I was very impressed 
with how many wanted to become • 
involved in government and took 
an interest in the voting process." 

For more information on each of 
the candidates, visit the county's ' 
election website at www.smartvot
er.org. 

Wes Bowers can be reached at 556-
1556, Ext. 6 or via e-mail at wbow
ers@smindepedent.com. 

tion and centralizing city 
records. · 

"I believe that if George were 
elected, that it will be the best 
overall for the city," said · 
Warden. "He is extremely qual
ified and has a lot of good 
ideas. We're fortunate to have 
someone who is extremely pre>
fessional and competent run
ning for the office." 

Burgess was honored that the 
mayor endorsed him rather 
than fellow councilmeJilber 
Cook. "I think he's endorsing 
me because of my business 
experience," he said. Along 
with centralizing city records 

and increasing voter registra
tion, Burgess hopes to generate 
more revenue for the· city by 
offering passport services. 

"I think he (Warden) sees my 
ideas as a contribution to the 
citizens," he said. "I guess my 
thoughts and approach to the 
position helped him decide." 
Meanwhile, Cook has no ill 

feelings toward Warden's 
endorsement. "People should 
feel free to endorse who ever 
they want to," she said. "If he 
feels that someone is the better 
candidate than the others, well 
then that's his prerogative." 

COOi: page BA 
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Clerk race ·pits .vets .vs. newcomers 
a,nm Ha, 
STAFF WRITER 

BELMONT - For the first 
time in years. there's a real race 
in November for the elected posi
tion of City Clet'k. 

Incumbent Kathy Kem has 
twice been unopposed for the 
$80,000-a-year administrative 
post, which, among other duties, 
involves keeping records of all 
City Council pr_pceedings. 

But this year, Kem is ineli
gtble, as she is moving to San 
Mateo. Deputy City Clerk Sheila 
Harrington isn't a Behnont resi
dent, either. 

This has opened the field, and 
four hopefuls have thrown their 
hats intp the ring. Two are ·vet
eran city politicians, the third has 
worked at City Hall and the 
fourth would be a new face there. 

City Councilmember Terri 
Cook and former mayor and 
councilmember Eleanore Hahn 

both covet the job, and say that - as well as good working rela
their experience in politics should tionships with council ;;ind city 
be a major l!,dvantage. staff - would ease the transition 

But George Burgess and transition from Kem to a new 
Christina Wagenseller, the new- clerk. 
comers, say it's time for the post They also saJd they would re
to go to someone With no political · frain from jumping .into council 
experience - or agenda. discussions, as one currently par-

"fm a fresh face and a fresh ticipates in them and the other 
voice, and I don't have any pre- used to. 
conceived ideas," saJd Burgess, Hahn said her recent arrest 
who has lived in the city since for driving under the influence of 
1996. · alcohol should not affect her elec-

"The clerk position is a neu- tion chances,, as it was an tso
tral position," saJd Wagenseller, a lated incident 
former courter in the City, Clerk's . "I don't think it's gotng to have 
office, "and I don't have a polit- a.huge impact," she saJd. "I have 
ical view. fve never been in poll- not denied it I have accepted re
ties." sponsibility, and it Will never 

Burgess said that as clerk, he happen again." 
would work to increase voter reg- The candid;;ttes agreed that 
istration and try to beef up the of- the City Clerk is, in a sense, the 
flce's information technology. face of the city, as he or she is 
Wagenseller saJd she would run often the first person a citizen 
the office exactly as it is now. · sees on ente~ City Hall. 

Both Cook and Hahn said The city's voters will decide 
their knowledge of city operations which fa~ to put on. 



Candidates for Belmont City Clerk 
Eleanore Hahn 

Age:60 
Education: degree in liberal arts 
and business from Katherine 
Gibbs School, New York.' 
Experience: Licensed real estate 
broker. Served as Belmont 
mayor from 2000-01, vice mayor 
from 1999 to 2000 and on City 

Council from 1997 to 2001. She has also served on 
a number of County panels. 

George Burgess 

Age: 66 
Education: Degree from Co
lumbia University in economics 
and business. 
Experience: 35 years as a man
ager and business consultant 

Christina Wagenseller 
: .;:;.i. ~-:- . 
. ¢ 

f···. ·... .•_ ... ::.. ·.· ;. ,. . . . . ~-r · ·. 
i.J 

in the clerk's office. 

Age: 24 
Education: Bachelor's in liberal 
studies from San Francisco State 
University. 
Experience: Administrator for a 
general contracting firm. Worked 
for Parks and Recreation men
toring children and as a courier 

Terri Cook 
Age:44 . 
Education: Associate's degree 
from Caliiida College 
Experience: Administrator for 
San Carlos School District. Has 
served on the Belmont City , . 
Council since 1997 and prior to 
that was a planning commis

sioner for three years. 



City Council debates starting salary for c erK 
Officials disagree on whether 
$80,000 pay is too high 

starting salary would be for a new 
employee." 

But some c:ouncilmembers on't 
think it's necessary. BY WES B<'>W~RS 

Independent Newspapers 

BELMONT - The city clerk's salary 
~ould be lowered if one Belmont c.oun
cilmember succeeds at garnering sup,
port for his initiative. 

"I think what the city clerk dots is 
really worth the salary they're pajd ... 
the hours a week, they hate to set up 
meetings and run elections. They do 
quite a lot," said Councilmember 
George Metropulos. Mayor Dave Warden wants to lower 

the Belmont clerk's pay from the hefty 
$80,000 a year that the position pays 
now. 

Former councilmember Eleanore 
Hahn, Councilmember Terri Cook, 
businessman George Burgess and resi
.dent Christine Wagenseller are all run-· 
ning in the Nov. 5 election for the city 
clerk seat. 

• Anyone who gets elected will be a 
first-time employee of the city," 
Warden said. • And because they will be 
a first-time. employee, I think it's only 
right that we look into what a good 

As the longtime city clerk, Kathy Kern 
earned $80,000 before she stepped 

SALARY: Pay issue debated 
Conttnued from 1A 

"And I thinlc in government, as 
in any industry, rarely does a 
new person to the job com
mand the same salary as 
someone who has worked 
there for several years." 
Although the issue to lower 

the salary most likely won't 
arise until one of the• four · 
candidates is elected and set· 
tled into their new position, 
other councilmembers don't 
believe it's necessary. 

However, they are willing to 
consider the idea if it 
becomes an issue. "If there's 
enough people that want to 
talk about it, I think it would 
be worth looking at," said 
Metropulos. 
While he _is open to looking 

at the possibility of lowering 
the salary, Metropulos point• 
ed out that the clerk does 

more than just sit in the 
office from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m . . 

"I think what the city clerk 
does is really worth the salary 
they're paid," ~e said. "They 
do a lot of. work outside the 
nine-to-five routine. Besides 
working their 40 hours a 
week, they have to set up 
meetings and run ele~tions. 
They do quite a lot." 

However, Councilmember 
Dave Bauer believes the city 
should not consider the issue 
after electing a new clerk. 

"I think it's pretty much a 
moot point right now," said 
Bauer. "We had the opportuni
ty to look at the issue when 
Kathy resigned and we didn't 
do anything then." 

Wes Bowers can be reached at 
556-1556, Ext. 6 or via e-mail at 
wbowers@smindependent.com. 

down in May. . 
"Kathy earned that salary and she 

deserved it," Warden said. "But she 
earned that salary through raises and 
working as a deputy and city employee 
over the years. She didn't start at 
$80,000." 
Warden said once a new city clerk is 

elected this November, he would like to 
conduct a salary survey of other clerks 
in the county to establish a starting 
salary in line with the rest of the coun
ty. San Mateo's city clerk earns $91,665 
annually, and Redwood City's makes 
$89,796 a year. 
When former city clerk Dottie Hall 

was elected in the 1980s after Jim 
McLaughlin retired, the city lowered 

the clerk's salary and Hall was given 
raises during the course of her tenure 
as clerk, Warden said. 

"A lot of former city clerks worked as 
deputies and in other parts of the city," 
he sa~d. "And.most of them had been 
doing a service to the city or had 
worked for the city for years." 

Clerk candidate George Burgess 
agrees with Warden's thinking. "I 
think the council should lower the 
salary," he said. "Kathy has earned the 
amount she's getting because she has 
worked for the city for 16 years or so 
and deserved every penny. 
Any of "the four of us would be first

time clerks," he added. 
UUIIY: page 10A 
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City Hall project back to square one 
Council chooses 
another architect 
to generate plans 

BY WES SOWERS 

Independent Newspapers 

BELMONT - Despite pleas 
from a concerned Finance 
Commission to once again 
delay the City Hall project 
because of cost, the City 
Council approved a contract 
with yet another architectural 
firm to draw some new plans. 
San Francis~ based architec• 

tural firro, Kaplan McLaughlin 
Diaz was hired by the city last 

week to revamp the 2-year-.old 
City H~ll retrofitting plans cre
ated by EKONA. 
The city scrapped the plans 

after bids for the project came 
in $3 million over the city's $5 
million budget. 
Instead of having EKONA 

scale back the old plans, the 
city will spend $500,000 for 
Kaplan to redesign the origi
nal renderings to retrofit City 
Hall to house city services and 
the police station. 

But the Finance Commission 
believes that retooling the 
original plans won't save th~ 
city any mon~y. 

CITY HALL: New architect 
Continued from 1A 

to get a project done, from the 
application to construction. 
The fear I have is how far back 
through the design process are 
we going to have to go?" 

Mueller said the project 
would go through two 
Planning Commission reviews 
before construction began. 

"We need to move forward on 
this project," he said. "When 
we looked at this project earli
er we looked at everything 

from cost, to parking to build
ing materials and other things. 
I understand this may not be 
the most optimal plan, but we 
need to get this done." 

KMD hopes to complete the 
project by May 2003, and the 
city hopes to start taking bids 
from construction firms by 
summer. 

Wes Bowers can be reached at 
556-1556, Ext. 6 or via e-mail at 
wbowers@smtndependent.com 

"To date, the city has spent 
over $750,000 on plans," said 
City Treasurer Howard Mason. 
"This proposal asks for 
$499,000 and now we're at $1.2 
million in costs and that's 
before construction. No time 
in our city's history have we 
had a project that cost so 
much." 
Other city officials have faith 

in Kaplan, because of the 
firm's track record for bring
ing down the costs of expen
sive projects. 

"KMD has extensive experi
ence in designing public safety 
and justice facilities, as well as 

taking over projects that had 
not gone so well," said 
Assistant City Manager Dan 
Rich. 

The firm just recently com
pleted a public facilities proj
ect in Berkeley that was very 
similar to Belmont's City 
Hall/police station plan, said 
KMD Executive Director Jim 
Mueller. 

In that project, Mueller said 
the city planned to build a 
public facilities structure that 
ended up being $2 million 
over budget. The firm redrew 
plans and brought the project 
under budget so the city 

could build it. 
"We did that project in a 

month and a half," said 
Mueller. "The project was bid 
on a few months later and got 
built within a year. We like to 
think that we can produce the 
results the city desires." 
While KMD will only revamp 

the old EKONA plans, some 
worried the project would 
have to go through the whole 
design process again. 

"The city has a record of long 
development projects," said 
Mayor Dave Warden. "It typi
cally takes two to three years 
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Clerk candidates. prepare for campaigns 
Some plan to spend 
thousands to win 
contested election 

up around town. 
"For the most part, my goal is 

to talk to as many people as I 
can, face-to-face between now 
and November," he said. "No 

BY WEs BowERs matter how a candidate puts 
Independent Newspapers their name out there, I think 

BELMONT - As Nov. 5 the most effective way is to 
approaches, candidates for city look people straight in the eye 
clerk are pounding the pave- and tell them about yourself." 
ment in an unusual campaign Although• Hahn hasn't start
for a seat that generally ed her campaign yet, she said 
receives little publicity. • spending upwards of $10,000 

Former councilmember is average in any election. 
Eleanore · Hahn, Hahn would not go into the 
Councilmember Terri Cook, details of how she plans to put 
businessman George Burgess her name out there, except to 
and resident Christine say that she is _working on 
WagenseHer are vying for the some literature she might 
post of city clerk - an $80,000- hand out or mail to residents. 
plus job that includes keeping "The strategy for this cam
minutes at city meetings, sign- paign is pretty much the same 
ing and approving ordinances, as a council campaign," Hahn 
and applying the city seal on said. "Getting.the message out 
official city documents. about the position and why 
With so many campaigning we're running is the main 

for a position that usually goal." 
only draws · one canliidate, While H:ahn and Burgess 
name recognition will be key, expect to spend quite a bun
candidates said. die, Wagenseller hopes she 
That will require some can be just as effective with-

money. out spending as much. 
Burgttss figures-that costs for "I'm hoping I can spend less 

campaigning could be any- than $1,000," she said. "Right 
where between $5,000 and now I'm trying to get endorse
$10,000. "I'm going to try to ments from people, and soon 
do a little bit of everything I'll be handing out flyers and 
without spending too much," going to as many community 
he said. "But you can spend an events as I can." 
awful lot of money if you want Althougn her name is not as 
to be the most effective. well known as Hahn's or 
Everyone is saying that if I'm Councilmember Terri Cook's, 
going to be effective I might Wagenseller said many people 
have to spend that much." still recognize her. 
This week, Burgess hopes to "I'm really amazed," she said. 

have advertisements and flya •1 haven't done a whole lot of 
ers in local newspapers , as campaigning, but a lot of peo
well as implementing a pie have come up to me and 
direct mail program. As have wished me luck after see
November draws closer, he ing my name listed as a candi
expects to probably put signs date;• 

Cook is still undecided how 
much she'll spend this elec
tion. 
"I have a history of keeping 

my campaigns as low-key as 
possible," she said. "And I'm 
trying to keep this one Iow
key. Last year. when I ran for 
~ouncil I could have spent 
about $5,000 to $6,000, btit 
this time I just don'.t know 
how much it will be." 
This year Cook said she plans 

to mail brochures explaining 
her qualificatiQlls, rathedhan 
what issues she plans to tack
le. 
"This campaign will be fairly 

similar to the way I've cam
paigned for council but I'm 
trying to take a different 
approach because it's a differ-

ent office," she said. "Before, I 
was appealing to people for a 
place on a policy-making body, 
and this is more like applying 
to the residents for a job: 
While Cook admits she does 

not like going back to her sup
porters just one year after 
campaigning for the council 
and asking for donations, she 
said it's all part of the process. 

"The part of campaigning I 
hate is asking for money and 
spending it, but that's part of 
the process," Cook said. "And 
·so far, people have been sup
portive and I'm appreciative of 
that." 

Wes Bowers can be reached at 
556-1556, Ext. 6 or via e-mail at 
wbowers@smindependent.com. 



CI T'f ([' LE'rz I( 
,flc rJJ])c1>EA.JPENT 

5EF'T, 7/ ?-c:>D 2-

Saturday, Septelllber 7, 2002 

City clerk candidate Hahn char ed with DUI 
Former mayor stopped in Hahn did not cause an accidint and a d m i n i s t r a t O r to 2001. She did not seek r~lection. A 

Belmont during Labor Day 
WES BOWl!RS 

Independent Newspapers 

BELMONT - City clerk candidate and 
former Belmont Mayor Eleanore Hahn 
was arrested on charges of driving 
under the influence of alcohol this past 
Labor Day weekend during one of the 
county's heaviest crackdowns on drunk 
drivers. 

Hahn was halted in the 1500 block of 
Ralston Ave. for a routine traffic stop at 
9:45 p.m. on Aug. 30. · 

"She did something that brought her 
to the attention of the officer," said 
Belmont police Sgt. Robyn Pitts. 

was very cooperative with the officer, Christina Wagenseller 15-year resident of Belmont, Hahn has 
Pitts said. After being taken to First and businessman also served on the water board - which 
Chance, Hahn spent a few. boll's at the ~orge Burgess. is now known as the Mid-Peninsula 
Belmont Police Station, filled out the Hahn does not believe Water District. 
proper paperwork and was released. that the sudden public- While Hahn was not stopped at an 
How much alcohol Hahn had in her ity of driving under the Avoid tlte 23 DUI checkpoint, Belmont 

blood was unknown at pres, time. Pitts influence will hurt her police did have a checkpoint at the 
said Hahn was not taken to San Mateo chances at winbing the Hllnl northern border of the city along El 
County Jail. upcoming election for Camino Real in cooperation with San 

"I had some friends o~r. they left and city clerk. Former mayor Mateo police. 
I went out to get a paper," said ffahn. "I "I've called all my supporters and they Over the Labor Day weekend there was 
thought I could get a paper and drop are still 100 percent behind me," she only one fatal accident reported and 22 
one off for a friend ofmineH came back said. "I think everyone knows sotneone collisiQDs throughout t1'e entire nine
up Ralston and they stopped me." that this has happened to, and I was one county' Bay Area. A total of 528 arrests 

Hahn, 60, is a real estate bcoker and a of the many that were stop~ during a were made during the entire weekend. 
candidate in a four-person race for city heavy weekend of checkpoir¢s.~ ' •1 should not have been out,• Hahn 
clerk. Also running for the posipon are Hahn was elected to the Cfty Council said. "It was a mistake, and I should 
Councilmember Terri Cook, office in 1997 at1U sexved as mayor from 2000 have stayed home that evening." 
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City clerk race could raise rancor 
ly Amy Yarbrough . 

STAFF WRITER 

BELMONT - The job of 
city clerk is suddenly popular 
in Belmont, as four people, in
cluding two witb a political 
history in the city, are running 
for the spot. 

Councilwoman Terri Cook, 
former councilwoman Elea
nore Hahn and residents 
Christina Wagenseller and 
George A. Burgess have all 
filed campaign papers to fill 
the one year remaining on the 
four-year term left vacant by 
the resignation of former clerk 

Kathy Kern. 
Kern resigned l.ri May be

cause she planned to move to 
San Mateo, making her ineli
gible to hold the $80,000-per
year elected pbsitlon. Oruy the 
sixth city' derk ever in Bel
mont, she was uncontested 
both times she ran for office. 

Relations between Cook, 
who annouµced her intention 
to run for the vacant slot 1n 
May, · and Hahn have been tcy 
in the past over a binder of e
mails authored by Cook, some 
containing unflattering com
ments about Hahn, while the 

~TION 

-
ag,gerated. 

two were on 
the council 
together. 

But Hahn 
said probe 
lems be
tween the 
two were ex-

"I think it was blown out of 
proportion in the press," she 
said. "I don't think we'll see 
any more of that" 

Hahn and Cook both said 
they decided to run for the po
sttlon because it's something 
they wanted to do for some 

time. 

Hahn said she considered 
running in 1995 but didn't 
want · to run against Kern. A 
former deputy city clerk, Kern 
moved to Belmont so she'd be 
eligible to run for the elected 
posttlort. 

Hahn said she believes in
terest in the position was not 
only generated by Kern's de
parture, but because there's 
no city employee who lives in 
Belmont interested in runn~ 

"There was no one to back
fill," she said. 



~~~~ Yi: d//0 "c. 
---- -----------=---
New face in city clerk race 
Financial consultant files for 
seat in unusual election 

BY W,is BowERS 
Independent Newspapers 

BELMONT -A man with no prior expe
rience or background in city politics 
has decided to run for the city clerk 
position in November. 

But it is not for the great pay or 
because he wants a new job. 

He simply wants to give back to the 
community. 
Last week, financial consultant 

George Burgess took papers out and is 
currently in the process of getting his 
petitions signed for a fall campaign. 
"I decided it was about time to give 

my time to the community and to citl 
government," said Burgess. "I haven't 
been very active in the community 
since moving here a few years ago and 
just thought it was time I get involvell." 

Burgess is the latest in a growing pooJ. 
of unusual candidates, which include 
past and present councilmembers. 
According to most longtime Belmont 
residents, this is the first time so many 
candidates have chosen to run for the 

. city clerk's job. 
Other residents who have taken out 

papers include former councilmember 
Eleanore Hahn and current 
Councilmember Terri Cook. Both have 
said in the past that they had been 

Ull: page3A 



RACE: Several candidates for city clerk's job I 
Continued from 1A 

foterested in running years 
ago, but decided not to because 
former city clerk Kathy Kem 
held the position. 
A fourth possible candidate, 

Christina Wagenseller, took 
out papers last week as well. 
She did not return phone calls 
as of press time. 
Two weeks ago, former coun• 

cilmember Nancy Levitt said 
slle was considering taking out 
papers, but has not come to a 
final decision. 

"I think it's good that all 
lp.nds of people with different 
~xperiences and backgrounds 
are interested in this position," 
said Mayor Dave Warden. "I 
think the more people we have 
i:unning, the more choices the 
voters will have." 
With so many candidates 

with various skills and knowl• 
fdge of city government, 
Coundlmember George 
Metropulos said those differ
ences will make for an interest
iDg campaign. 

"I think it's great," he said. 
"(:ertainly a candidate's back· 
ground lends themselves to the 
job and some don't. But I think 

pointing, but I think they 
could use some improvement." 
His experience helping firms 

and individuals consolidate 
their financial records will 
help him show voters that he is 
qualified for what many have 
called a very technical posi
tion, he said. 
Before moving to Belmont 

five years ago, Burgess had 
been a consultant to several 
cities in Southern California, 
helping them trim their budg
ets. 

"I've helped several cities and 
agencies understand how the 
post office works to help 
reduce shipping costs and 
make sure they can more effi• 
ciently and effectively better 

a bigger variety in terms of 
background and experience 

1 

brings a wider array of choices 
for the voters." 
lf elected, Burgess hopes to 

qmsolidate all city records into 
the City Clerk's Office, rather 
than direct residents to various 
d~partments within the 
agency. 

"All the city records aren't 
really centralized into one area 
in City Hall," said Burgess. "It 
would certainly help all resi
dents if they could find the 
records or data they need in 
one centralized location, and I 
think I can get things like that 
done in the city and help them 
out." 
After a few visits to City Hall 

to obtain information from 
some departments, Burgess 
said he had a hard time finding 
everything he wanted without 
running all over the building. 

"I have been down to City Hall 
once in a while to look at 
records and have tried to use 
some of the services available 
to residents," he said. "I won't 
say the state they're in is disap-

serve the community," he said. 
While he doesn't plan on 

retiring from his current job, 
Burgess said he looks forward 
to serving Belmont citizens a 
full 40 hours a week. 

"The way I look at this posi
tion is that it is one of the few 
elected positions that must be 
there on a full-time basis, and 
I'm committed to serving the 
public on a full-time basis," he 
said. "Being the voice of the 
electorate, I look forward to 
representing the people and 
being accessible to them when 
they need me." 

Wes Bowers can be reached at 
556-1556, Ext. 6 or via e-mail at 
wbowers@smindependent.com. 



City to hold November I 
election for new clerk 
Pro tempore _to be appointea for seven months 

Bv WES BowERS 
Independent Newspapers 

BELMONT - Former city clerk 
Kathy Kern will not be appoint
ed to fill the remainder of her 
term as she had requested after 
announcing her resignation 
last month. 

The council had one month to 
either change a city ordinance 
to allow the council to appoint 
someone to fulfill the term 
until November 2003 or hold a 
special electio~ this November 
to replace Kern. 

The City Council was recently 
presented with two options for 
fulfilling the vacant position 
after Kern announced her· res
ignatkm,-effective May t. 

The council voted during a 
special meeting last week to 
hold a special election in 
November to replace Kern. 

However, the council did 
Cl.ERi: page 13A 

CLERK: City decides ~o hold election 
Continued Jmm 1A 

direct dty staff to negotiate entering into a pro
fessional or fixed-term employment contract 

• with Kern until the new clerk is elected and fully 
sworn in. 

"One thing we've been talking about for the 
past several months is how to better serve the 
commul}ity," said Councilmember Terri Cook. 
"And I think this is one way we could better 
serve the community by hiring Kathy as a con
sultant. I think we should entertain this idea." 

Kern had request.ed an appointment to her posi
tion., but <:ouncilmembers, staff and residents 
were adamant about following city code, which 
states a city clerk must be a registered Belmont 

. voter. Kern resigned from the position to move to 
San Mateo, making· her ineligible for appoint
ment. 

In the meantime, the council also opted to 
appoint a city clerk pro tempore, who will be a 
councilmember, for the next seven months until 
a new clerk is elected. 

"I think it's relative to have a pro tempore to 
. perform statutoral i:luties," said Mayor Dave 

Warden. "It doesn't take a whole lot of time to 
do, arid it doesn't have to be one person. We 

[councilme111.bers] could rotate for a couple 
weeks or so and it seems like a simpler ptocess 
than changing an ordinance." 

Duties for the pro tempore will includ·e signing 
and approving ordinances, filing the minutes 
from council meetings and applying the citly seal 
on ·official city documents, which accordjng to 
city staff, takes about a day. 

Former dfy clerk Jim McLaughlin said there 
was more to the position than just signing ordi
nances and stamping the dty seal. 

"l feel sad about the decision council has to 
make, but in reality the government must go 
on," said McLaughlin. "The fact is, in addition' to 
attending meeti;ngs, there's publishing notices 
and pennits, attesting to-documents and prepar
ing agendas. · All these are day-to-day dunes of 
the city clerk. The important thing is the council 
wants to have an election in November al).d get 
the ball rolling to fulfill this term." 
The City Council will_ approve a resolution 

authorizing a special election for Nov. 5 at its 
May-14 meeting. 

Wes Bowers can be reached at 556-1556, Ext. 6 or via 
·e-mail at wbowers@s_mindependent.com. 
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Clerk position 
may turn into 
appointment 
Belmont to decide if 
the issue will go to 
voters in November 

BY WES BOWERS 
Independent N.wspapers 

BELMONT - The city may ask 
voters to change the city clerk 
to an appointed position, mak
ing it one of the only cities 
that doesn't hold an election 
for the office. 
Currently, the city clerk is an . 

elected position, but at the 
council's April 23 meeting 
officials discussed asking vot
ers to change it to an appoint
ed position in light of the res
ignation of the city's current 
clerk, Kathy Kern. 
Kern announced her resigna

tion from the position effec
tive May 1 when she moves to 
San Mateo. However she 
requested to be appointed to 
the position for the remainder 
of her term, which expires in 
November. 
But a city ordinance states 

that the city clerk must be a 
registered voter residing in 
Belmont, and to appoint her 
for the remainiter. of h~r term 
would require a change to the 
ordinance. 
The city must now decide 

i,hether to ask voters in 
lovember to allow the council 
_, appoint the next city clerk, 
or hold an election to fill the 
seat. 
--rhroughout the state, city 

,:lerks are appointed, elected 
or selected," said City 
/\ttorney Jean Savaree. "In 
Belmont the clerk is elected 
uiiless the voters state they 
would rather have the posi
tion be an appointed one. 
Council could hold a special 
election in November and ask 
the voters if they would rather 
have an appointed clerk, 
appoint someone or hold an 
election to elect another 
clerk." 

Savaree said to hold an elec
tion would cost about $1.50 
per ballot. With approximate-
ly 14,406 voters in town, it 
would cost anywhere from 
$10,00Q to $20,000 to hold an 
election this November. 
Cou,ncilmember Terri Cook 

said although she is a firm 
s.upporter of a full-time posi
tion, she would consider ask
ing the voters if they wanted a 
change. 
"I value the fact that the 

position is an elected one," 
she said. "And my long-term 
hope is that the position 
remain a full-time elected 
position. Secondly, if we end 
up going to an election this 
November, we could ask the 
people what they would like, I 
think there's value in asking 
them." 
However,. former city clerk 

ClfRI: page 15A 

CLERK: Appointment 
Continued from 1A 

Jim McLaughlin said to 
appoint Kern would circum
vent the law, and the council 
should appoint a city clerk pro 
tempore. 
"If the city clerk is absent, the 

deputy city clerk shall act," he 
said. "lfther-e isno-deputy, the 
mayor shall appoint a coun
cilmember as city clerk pro 
tempore. There is no clerk, no 
deputy (now), and the mayor 
must appoint a city clerk pro 
tempore until either this 
November's election or until 
council selects some citizen 
for appointment until 
November 2003." 
McLaughlin said in Belmont's 

75-year history· as a city, it has 
only had six city clerks, all of 
whom were elected by the pe~ 
pie. He added that b~cause all 
six served for 10 years or more 
with devoted efficiency, p~ 
posing a change to how the 
position is chosen would not 
pass among voters. · 
"If you want to put a measure 

on the ballot this November to 
see if the people want to 
change how the clerk is select-

ed, you can," he said. "8ut I 
think it has as much of a 
chance of passing as a snow-_ 
ball in Death Valley this sum"' 
mer." t .. ~-
However, Dotty Hall, an th~r' 

former city clerk, said it ukl 
be better to just appoint some
one for the time being. 

.. I think it would be ~se to 
have someone fill in her tlerm." 
she said. · 
Cook said although it would 

be easy to find a resident to fill 
the term for the ne~t 18 
months, the position reR_uires 
specific qualifications and 
know-how. 
"It's easy to appoint someone 

to this position, but it's a high
ly skilled technical jol> and 
Kathy does a great jo~." she 
said. "We're not talking about 
a part-time position where 
someone comes in every once 
in a while to work. I'd like to 
know if we have more cpptions 
so the city can be run in the 
manner it has been." 
The council will decide at the 

next meeting whetber to 
appoint someone or bold an 
election this November. 
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Belmont to retain former city clerk as consultant 
Special election in Noveni>er 
will provide replacement 
By Amv Yarbrough 
STAFF WRITER 

BELMONT - Officials here may have 
found a way to keep - and gain - a city 
clerk. 

On Wednesday, the City Council agreed 
to call a special election in November to fill 
the vacancy created by the resignation 
Thursday of City Clerk Kathy Kem. 

Meanwhile, they are also considering en
tering into a contract with Kem that would 
allow her to stay on, as a professional con
sultant until a new clerk ls elected. Both 
matters will be formerly voted on at the 
council's next meeting, May 14. 

In another unusual step, the mayor ap• 

pointed four City Council members to share 
the clerk's statutory functions, tasks such 
as a,gntng ordinances and. proclamations 
and applymg the city seal, until a new clerk 
ls seated. 

"I think the intention ts, we're trying to 
follow the spirit of the law," said Mayor 
Dave Warden, who won't be sharing in the 
clerk responsibilities. 

Because it's an elected posltlon, Warden 
explained, the community expects certain 
duties of the city clerk to be carried out by 
an elected person. Deputy City Clerk Sheila 
Harrington can't take on that role because 
she ls a city employee, and not a resident of 
Belmont, he said. 

The council also had the option of letting 
the voters decide whether to keep the tlty 
clerk as an elected posltlon or to appoint a 
resident to fill Kern's remaining term. They 
decided against both. 

Kem, whose resignation was effective at 

5 p.m. Wednesday, . said she forfeited her 
position because she can no longer afford to 
rent a residence in Belmont. She had been 
paying for it by renting out her home in San 
Mateo, but that home currently sits empty. 
Now, Kem says she has to move back into 
it, because she's been having trouble finding 
a new tenant. 

Kem, who had more than a year left on 
her term, will continue to work with Har
rington to carry out the administrative du
ties of the job. 

Warden said It made sense to maintain 
normalcy and keep Kern on. 

"It retains a sense of continuity," Warden 
said. "She's been the clerk for six years, 
and she's worked in the office for more 
than a dozen." 
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Belmont loses city clerk to economy 
Soft rental market 
forces official to 
resign from post 
By Amy Yarbrough 
STAFF WRITER 

BELMONT - After almost 
two decades of taking minutes 
at meetings, watching over tense 
election nights and helping Visi
tors to City Hall, the sleepy 
rental market ts forcing City 
Clerk Kathy Kem to bid Bel
mont goodbye. 

Kem, known both for her 
frankness and many years of 
service to the city - 16 to be 
exact - has handed in her letter 
of restgnatton, explatntng she 
could no longer afford to ltve in 
Belmont. Movtng from the city 
would make her inellglble ,for 
the elected position under state 
code. 

"It was economic - there's 
no other reason," said Kem, 
who admits she still loves her 
job and hopes that she can stay 
on with the ctty in some ca
pacity. 

Kern's last day ts 
Wednesday, although there's 
more than a year left -of her 
term. 

Only the sixth city clerk ever 
in Belmont, Kem first got in
volved with the city when she 
was appointed to the position of 
deputy city clerk under then
clerk Dottie Hall. 

,, After servtng in that role for 
1 O years - about stx years ago 
- Kem rented out her San 
Mateo home and moved to Bel
mont so she'd be ellglble to run 
for the elected position. 

' Now, Kem says, the tenants 
have moved out of her San 
Mateo home and tt sits vacant 
because she can't find anyone 
new to rent tt. That rent money 
had been paying for the home 
she's been renting in Belmont. 

"I just hope they find a way 
that I can stay, help out for the 
rest of my term," said Kem, a 
Montana transplant, elected 
twice to the office, running both 
times unopposed. 

"I really do ltke servtng the 
people." 

- ~' It was ecarwmic 
- there's no other 

reason. 

KathyKem 
Belmont City Cl8l1< ---,, 

Kern's departure leaves the 
city with a number of options, 
according to City Attorney ·Jean 
Savaree. The council could ei
ther appoint a Belmont resident 
to fill out the rest of Kern's term 
or call a special election. But 
such- an election could cost as 
much as $3.50 per voter, and 
wouldn't ltkely take place until 
November, according to city and 
election officials. 

The city could also opt to 
create a bifurcated office -
where an elected clerk and a 
hired professional share duties, 
allowtng Kem to stay on. An
other possibility ts making the 
clerk's posttton appointed 
rather than elected, but that 
idea has been considered and 

rejected several times by voters. 

The counctl ts scheduled to 
make a decision at a special 
meeting Wednesday. 

Whether it's City Clerk or an
other position, Kern said she'll 
have to have a J~b. 

"fm definitely not retiring to 
the rocking chair," she joked. 

Kem said she's enjoyed pre
siding over elections, and has 
never minded sitting through 
council meettngs - even the 
more contentious ones that 
stretch late into the ntght. One 
of the best th~ about the Job, 
she said, ts the variety in it -
espectally seeing new faces get 
elected to the council over the 
years. 

"It really ts an opportunity to 
serve people on a personal and 
ongoing basts," Kem said. "We 
see them all." 



Belmont rilay change residency policy to retain city clerk 
Kern resifiis, but asks officials if she can keep 

. her positibn despite plan to move out of city 
BYWB1B0WERI 
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BEIMONf - City Clerk Kathy 

Kern has resigned after 15 years 
of service to Belmont, leaving the 
City Council to decide how to 
replace her. 

Kern. who has been city clerk 
for the last 10 years and was assis
tant city clerk for five years prior 
to that, resigned after annotmc
ing she was moving to San 
Mateo. Kern has asket to be 
appointed to·the positi n until 
her term as city clerk ends, 

which is this November. 
However, Belmont city ordi

nance states that the city clerk 
must be a registered wter living 
within city limits. 

Councilmember Terri Cook 
said, "We could appoint her for 
the rest of her term, but we'd 
have to change the ordinance, 
and that would take about 30 
days to go through the changes 
and approvals." 

Other options for the city 
include holding a special election 
after Kem departs on May 1, or to 

appoint someone to fill the 
remainder of her term and then 
hold the regular election in 
November. 

"I've always been very weal that 
the city clerk must reside in 
Belmont" said Cook." And anoth
er thing we have to look at is do 
we appoint someone from town? 
I don't know ifwe ~ally want to , 
do that because this is a job with 
a lot of qualifications and respon
sibilities and I don't know if I'd 
feel comfortable to just appoint 
someone off the stteet." 

Kersnar said if the rouncil were 
to create a special/ election, it 
could be a while l>e4re a replace-

Belmont 
city clerk 
to depart CLERK: Kern resigns 

K ATHY KERN, who has 
been Belmont city clerk 

for more than a decade, has 
submitted her letter of 
resignation. She will be 
moving into her San Mateo 
home and leaving Belmont, 
with more than a year left on 
her term. City Manager Jere 
Kersnar is talking of 
appointing her to fill the 
µnexpired term- but that 
may present some legal 
problems and ruffle some 
feithers. The job pays $'10,000-
pl\ts and must be filled by 
May 30. 

dedicated to keeping up with 
the changes," he said. "It will be 
a real loss to the city." 

Cook added Kern has al~ays 
been there to assist the commu
nity when it has questions or 
problems and has been unable 
to reach their elected city offi
cials. 

"She has really helped ewlve 
that job as it has grown techno-

. logically," said 'Cook. "She's 
been a good set of eyes and ears 
for City Hall and the entire com
munity. Because the City 
Council is not at City Hall eight 
hours a day and five days a 

week, she's the person that's 
there to help the community 
when they have concerns. 

"She's always there for us too," 
Cook continued. "She's 
extremely responsive. When 
anyone needs information right 
away, either during a council 
meeting or during the day, she'.s 
always there to get whatever 
council and ct~ staff needs." 

Kersnar will present a report 
of options council can take to 
replace Kem on Tuesday. 

Wes Bowers can be reached at 556-
1556, Ext. 6 or via e-mail at wbow
ers@smindependent.com. 

ment is chosen. 
"Once the position is vacated, 

council can either appoint some
one or set an election," said 
Kersnar. "However, to have an 
election, you have to allow so 
much time to publicly announce 
the vacancy and Ute election. and 
then accept applications and pre
pare.", 

Kem did not want to comment 
about her resignation or move 
from Belmon~ to San Mateo, but 
Cook and Kersnar had nothing 
but praise for Kern's years of ded
ication to the city. 

"She's one of the breed of pro
fessional city clerks," said 

Kersnar. "She and her office pert 
form a lot of duties for the dty, 
It's not just drawing up stafl 
reports for meetings or keeping 
financial records on hand and 
answering phones. There's .ad 
awful lot of stuff that has to Di 
done at City Hall and it's !(a~ 
that's been able to do it." f 
Kersnar had recently prese~ 

Kern with a 15-year service 
nition award earlier this year. 
said with all the changes in b!Ch-! 
nology and city procedures, Kem 
has adjusted with the times. l 

"There are a lot of things that 
have to be done and she's been 




