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JEW COUNCIL AND CLERK...Last week two new members
if Belmont City Council were sworn in by retiring City
clerk Catherine A, ‘Kittie” Heartsner. Also taking oath of
»ffice was Belmont’s new City Clerk. In the above photo,
standing, 1 to r, are Councilmen Robert Fitzgerald, newly
alected Dr, Morton L, Podolsky and Joseph Zucca with new

City Clerk James McLaughlin at far right. Seated are Bel-
mont’s new Mayor Edward D, Vallerga and Mrs, Eve sterry,
newly elected councilwoman. Photo below shows City Manage:
Art Brandow, center, admiring a plagque of appreciation
which was presented to both Mayor Wallace Benson and
Mrs. Heartsner, shown with Brandow. Elwing Studios Photo.




Redwood City Tribune
February, k965

‘Belmont
Selects
Top Aide

BELMONT — When Belmont’s
new city administrator, Arthur
H, Brandow, comes to work
April 1 the acf administra-
tor, Robert H, S will stay
on as an associate,

Brandow’s appointment was
announced this week by Mayor

Robert H, Fitzgerald. Brandow
has been town manager and
town engineer of Corte Madera
in Marin County since 1957.
Seiler had held the post here
since the resignation Oct. 5 of
John L. Watts.

Brandow, 42, will take over
after finishing some projects
there, Fitzgerald said. Bran-
dow was selected from three
finalists out of 46 original ap-
plications.

The mayor said Brandow was
named by the City Councll in a
recent personnel session,

Brandow, a native of Hayden,
Ariz., attended Bay Area
schools and took his bachelor of
science degree from the Uni-
versity of California. He later
became a registered civil engi-
Pt gty Lo

epart-
ment in 1948-55, taking part in
the construction of the Interna-
tional Airport.
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BELVISION, INC.

By DRU ANDERSON
Tribune Staff Writer
BELMONT — Councilwoman
Eve Sterry is raising the rooiJ
over the secret ballot proposed
tonight for ‘the lush Community
Antenna Television franchise.
Late last week, Mayor Ed-
ward Vallerga directed City
Manager Art Brandow to pre-
pare ballots. The ballots are to
be unsigned and are to list the

five applicants so each council-

/man can check his No. 1 choice
|and toss the ballot slips into the
'hat.

After poring over a stack of

documents describing procedur-
al rules for government bodies
in the state, Mrs. Sterry said she
could find no provision for the
legal use of a secret ballot.

She fired off a letter Saturday
to City Clerk James McLaugh-
Jlin, advising him of her findings,
which she located in government
code and in'a legal opinion by a
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BELMONT CABLE TV CO,

BELMONT CATV, INC.
i A

Eiealrrlczr\t
nation of applicants so council
can narrow down the choice.

Council, after several post-

ponements of- scheduled award

dates, set the long awaited deci-
sion for tonight.

The five companies competing
for the Belmont community tele-
vision service plum are Califor-

Cable Communications, Bel-
mont CATV, Inc., American

SE

CORP, Cablevision Co., Belvision and
Belmont Cable Television Co.

The CATV award is a hot is-

sue in Belmont these days.

ON Council members must award

the estimated $500,000 a year
operation to one of the five
firms.

Council members face a deci-
sion based on a number of inter-
related factors such as ability to
perform the service, financial
capability, past performance
and the ]m)posedbe cost to the Bel-
‘ T

ﬁ' . Sterry said that when

':I.,‘

cil shembers are elected,

pzople expect them to openl
~mem———eemm=== \discuss city issues, especp;u;
[League of California Cities at-'one such as this which is of
torney. :
«] will not use the secret bal- Community.
lot,” announced Mrs. Sterry “If a council member hasnt
tirmly, “I will vote openly and I nerve to stand up and be
shall announce the basis for my counted openly,” she said, “then
vote.” She said she hopes other that member has no business
council members would do the being on the council.”
same thing. She quoted Charles Martin, of
The ballots, she said, are toothe League of California Cities,
small to even squeeze in a signa-3S Writing in an opinion, “. . .
ture, and the names of the
applicants are ou
phabetical order. First on thely on particular matters . . .
list is California Cable Commu-and that on *. . . the e of
nications, the firm which attor-€Very motion, the vote shall be
ney Ildo Rosellini, a former Bel-taken by voice or roll call and
mont councilman and mayor,entered in full upon the record.”
represents. Even an elimination process,
i Brandow saicShe argued, constitutes a vote.
lasctltvl;eehg;nhiﬁe ultimate resoShe said she questions whether
lution awarding the franchis¢2nY Voting, even if preliminary,
contract would have 10 be BY  (see Secret, Pg. 2,-Col. 3
Official reason given for the
ballot procedure is to ease elimi-

»

great interest ‘and effect to the

five the purpose of council meetings
not listed in al-is for the council to debate open- * *
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Belmont Council
| Vallerga Is Mayor;
Benson Applauded

ere| _ By BOB HEMINGWAY
ible| His ever-present cigar clutched
sra)|Petween his teeth, Wallace Ben-

=

o

New Mayor In Belmont
(Continued From Page 1)

not cogning to (council) meet-|Benson an honorary mayor of

ings. I’ m over 65 years of age,|Belmont. Benson served a total

and I'm retiring from publicjof six years as mayor during

life . . . I love everyone.” his time on the council.

As a mark of the regard in| Standing to read the resolu-|
planted an a“ffectiopate kiss on iwhlch he is held, the council|tion as ag“sign of regard” for
Mrs. Catherine (Kitty) Hearts- adopted a resolution appointing|Benson, Councilman Robert

. ner, who completed nearly three : Fitzgerald commented:
ient{Son amiably stepped down from|decades as city clerk and, like “Ig knowcym:n?:vzd.evel‘yofle

for|the podium in Belmont City Hall|Benson, ended a career in pub- .2
ol o ihees, Jas " Jigal, B Tfe last nigh. 2 U | "t Fesoiution cited
arts|ENding 12 years’ service to that|  Before stepping down agd enis” to'the city of|

e

the community as a member of the|turning the reins of city govern-

city council i
Bis : g ment over to the new eouncil,
the Benson received a warm|Benson, who did not seek re-

improvements” to the city of
Belmont during Benson’s career
on the council and noted that he

round of applause from the more
then 100 persons in the stand-
the|ing.room only audience which

turn to office in last week’s mu-

thanks to Hhis fellow - couneil|

nicipal election, expresséd his|:

is known throughout the Bay
Area as “mayor.”
Mrs. Heartsner ' performed

: ! her final duties of the post she

raft gathered to see the reorganiza-|members and ta ‘“the people ar-lhad held for 28 yearsebgos swear-

air-izion of the Belmont City Coun-who voted for me, and' even|: oseling in her successor, James

ﬁl:l ‘s:;ll'e w1thasEdward D!i tVallega tttllose who haven’t” in past elec- Ha~|McLaughlin, two new council
-|selected as mayor and two new|tions. it

te-| council members installed. members, Dr. Morton Podolsky J

: s “I bave no animosity tow: lesfand Mrs. Eve Sterry, and the
Leaving the podium, the re-|anyone,” Benson stated. “I'm esticity treasurer, Mrs. Florence

ir-|tiring mayor and councilman!(Please See Page 14, Colunin 2) % Holland.

- It was a night of triumph for
Dr. Podolsky and Mrs. Sterry,
ing|poth of whom have been sharp
1ad |eritics of the council and some
ce-|of its policies and actions in the
ne|past. Winning the council posts,
re-|they now will have an opportu-|¢
nity to actively work for the
velchanges and policies they have
:g advocated. i
L i en , LS. ear -

‘a|did not see fé-elecﬂmf%,
|year. Leaving hermchaitl;:n the|e
council podium, she, too, wasj{
t-|warmly- applauded by the gath-|y
*-|ered residents.

k| Both Benson and Mrs. Hearts-|j
-lner were presented engraved|c

.

.| plaques. in recognition of their|)
e|service to the city. Mrs. Hearts-}
'%'ner began as city clerk in 1938,
i~'and Benson served on the coun-
eleil from 1952 to 1956, then again
J {-| from 1958 to this year.

‘ l-| Both said they plan to “take
| t|it easy.” Benson was to leave
today for a brief vacation on
the Monterey Peninsula, then re-
turn to “do some work for my
employer.” He is assistant to
the president of Argonaut Insur-
ance Company. Mrs. Heartsner
&am a ﬁwg‘ngonﬂlxjs’ tour of Eu-

begi ‘in June.

ﬁso grltrceiving_ a plaque will
be Raymond Faber, who was
defeated last week in his bid
for re-election to a second four-
year council term. Faber, a
county probation officer, was not
present at the meeting. He sent
‘mmmaensonstaungmatit
was his duty night in the pro-
bation department. }"aber mt_ed
his pleasure in serving the city’
for six years (he was on the
city planning comimission fer|}
two years before being elected| |
to the council).

Vallaraa the tinanimans and

— - — —
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'BELMONT City Council reotganized last night with Edward D. Vallerga, cen-
ter, as the new mayor. ‘Negjgouncil members elected last week, are Dr. Mor-

ton Podolsky, left, and _.Eve Sterry. Other members are Robert Fitzgerald,
next to Podolsky, and Joseph” Zucca, who was re-elected vice mayor by council

members. i R sl L e
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Belmont

Belmont Council

BELMONT — Kicking and
screaming, the city council last
night voted a franchise plum —
worth some $500,000 a year — to
Belmont Cable Television Co.

The proposed secret ballot
plan, which as the Tribune
pointed out yesterday would
have enabled councilmen to vote
their preference without public-
ity, was not used.

cilman Joseph Zucca’s motion
were Mayor Edward Vallerga,
Councilwoman Eve Sterry and
Councilman Robert Fitzgerald.
The short-ender, Dr. Morton
Podolsky, gave voluminous rea-
sons for his opinion that this was
the worst of the five applicants.
But before the vote was taken,
Vallerga lashed cut at Mrs. Ster-
ry in a loud exchange that had

Voting for the winner on Coun-

Clash: T

rald, sitting at either end of the
council group, pensively waited
for the main feature of Bel-
mont’s *‘best show 1 towi” to
run its tourse.

Mrs. Sterry replied, “There is
no precedent for” the written
ballot. “I did not like it . . . it
seems the only way I can ac-
complish changes in procedures
is to raise my voice.”

During a lull, Zucca roared:

most of the council and nearly

“To heck with the secret ballot”
and moved that the council draw
up the franchise award ordi-

nance in favor of Belmont Cable
Television Company Fitzgerald
seconded the motion.

The franchise will be drawn
for a 10-year contract with pro-
vision for renewal after that pe-
riod, according to Zucca’s mo-
tion.

The Belmont Cable proposal

all of the audience shouting and
stomping. Scoring Mrs. Sterry’s
opposition to the planned secret
ballot, Vallerga snapped, “I am
disappointed and upset to see
such persistent distortion of the
truth.”

To set the record straight, he
said, the ballot idea was in-
tended to be a preliminary poll
and the ballots ‘‘were prepared
at my request” so if the major-

carried a $4.50 per month serv-
ice charge with no installation
cost to the customers.

Laughton said construction of
the CATV system would be un-
der way as soon as possible and
will be well under way by the
end of the calendar year.

The ordinance which will be
drafted in favor of Belmont
Cable Television will be intro-
duced for council ratification
Aug. 22.

ity of the council “saw fit” they
could be used.

““Mrs. Sterry,” he said, wheel-
ing in his chair, “You've . . . in-
tentionally and maliciously mis-
stated . . .” the facts.

When the councilwoman began
to counter, Dr, Podolsky
shouted, “Mrs. Sterry! Mrs.
Sterry! Don’t interrupt the ma-
y,Or.)’

Councilmen Zucca and Fitzge-

V, Secrecy

Verne A. Laughton of San Car-
los and Victor E. Sharar of Bel-
mont, co-owners of the winning
company, were elated with the
choice. During a recess called
immediately after the vote, Sha-
rar gasped, “I'm weak!” Laugh-
ton clapped his brow and said,
“It’s been a long year.” The
CATV franciise race began last

&
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RESOLUTION NC. 303

' ' TR/ TO WIT:

OLUTIUN OF AWARD OF (;ON TRACT o A
?:girrn!scr NO. 109 PAVING OF ALEXANDER <o

* PARK , ) -

/

RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Belmont that:

 WHEREAS, said Council did in open session on Décember 27, 1966

pubiicly open, examine and declare all sealed proposals cor bids for work

" to be done and improvements to be made, as described {n and specified
in Resolution Calling: for. Bids N9.3027 to which resolution reference is
1 - __Pl‘,
hereby made for a description of the work and improvements to bedone and

the materials, supplies and equipment to be furnished therefor, \
. NOW, THEREFORE,IT IS ORDERED as follows:
1. That said Council hereby rejecis all of said proposals or
bids except that hereinafter mentioned, and hereby awards the contract
| for doing the work and improvements and furnishing the materials, supplies

and equipment necessar

to the lpwest responsible bidder, to-wil:

Brégﬁ.ic Paving“ Co.

at the unit prices name id

2. That the Mayor of said City is hereby authorized to make and
enter into a written coatract with said successful bidder, and to receive
and approve all bonds in connection therewith, and the City Clerk of sald
City is hereby directed to attest his signature and affix thereto the
corporate seal of said City.

* * % w &k % % % X % % = * &
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was duly and
regularly passed and adopted by the City Council at a regular meeting thereof

“held on the & day of December, 1968, by the follo vote:
AYES, and In favor thereof :
CUUNCILMEN: ucss, Sterry s Podolskyy/ Vallerga
NULS, and agsinst, g
COUNCILMEN: b P
ABSENT, COUNCICMEN: Fitzzerald

—
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To the Editor: J, f

1 have lived Imont a
number of years and recog-
nize that it has an *“image”
which is mest particular on
the Peninsula, That image is
of a “small country town” run
by real estate interests,
through politicians, for their
own personal gain.

This has not come about
because of the actions and
speeches of citizens who,
from time to time, have had
the courage to try to do some-
thing to change the situation.
It has come about Dbe-
cause councilmen have raged,
berated citizens, sworn at
them or had them evicted
from their own council meet-
ings.

It has come about because
of the politicking, wheeling
and dealing behind the scenes
which has on occasion been
brought to the light of day by
citizens through the news-
papers. It has not come about
because councilmen and citi-
zens have disagreed, that is
democracy in action,

It has come about because,
‘when a citizen or even an elec-
ted council member takes the
time to ferret out the inconsis-
tencies and inaccuracies of
some of its own hired serv-
ants, such as the city attorney,
those people have tried to co-

ver up by attacking them.

The city attorney cannot

 “speak as a citizen.” He has a

' paid position and, if he does

not understand the protessm-

‘nalism of this position it is

time he learned.

No paid city official can,
with proper decorum, put
aside his job nor can a city
councilman step aside from

ttw m of smll mwn oper-
_ation that has given Belmont
its “image.”

VIRGINIA M. TALBERT
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Law ‘lllegal’?

B DONS‘EAﬂl"!'rE‘.tl: The injunction also prevents  and said it “‘smacked of police  zoning ordinance, adopted last
2 r the city frem spending public  State tactics. _ Aug. 22.
 pupe Court Judge W. How- 4.0 ds to publish a legal descrip- The injunction directs Mayor Assaciaitad with Mot baitie
a today issued an in- Vallerga and other city officials

junction ggainst Belmant city of-
iy ficials asking them to ‘“‘show
« cause” why the city should not

! he prevented from operating un-

der_itq’ zoning ordinance,
‘a tetlétA,ugust

 The infuncion was issued
shortly before:noon today at the
request of James M, Himmel
.sand several associates following
=1ast night’'s tumultuous meeting
of the City Council in which
Himmel was ejected from the
council chambers at the com-
-mand of Mayor Edward Val-
Jerga.

tion in the newspapers, a move
which Himmel claims would
“waste” about $1,000 in tax-
payer’s money because, he says,
the ordinance is *“illegal.”

Councilwoman Eve Sterry
opened the Pandora’s box of
controversy last night by charg-
ing that most of the city’s ordi
nances have been ‘“illegally
adopted” because the city attor-
ney failed to publish proper leg-
al notices within the time
riods prescribed by law.

This morning, she branded
Himmel’s ejection ‘‘appalling”

to appear in San Mateo County
Superior Court at 9:30 a.m. Feb,
8 and enjoins the city from oper-
ating under the new zonjng
code in the interim,

Himmel claims that the zoning
ordinance, 350, was also “‘ille-
gally adopted” and therefore is
“null and void”’ because the city
did not publish the ordinance
within 15 days after its adoption.

He has also threatened a law-
suit over the matter.

The injunction, " in effect,
prohibits the city from issuing
any building permits under the

legal action were, Arthur G.
Weiner, Glenn E. Pollock, Rob-
ert L. Pirie, Leroy Nelson, Nick
F. Numeny, John F. Fox, Jr.,
Gerald F. Day, and the Belmont
Federation of Imprivement
Clubs.

In the end, four councilmen,
Robert Fitzgerald, Morton
Podolsky, Joseph Zucca and Ma-
yor Vallerga, adopted an ‘“‘emer-
gency” ordinancqe which, City
Attorney Ken Dickerson assured
them, would ratify past actions

(See Injunction, Pg. 18, Col. 5)

On Va

}Cmtipued from Page 1)

|and make the ordinances legal.
4 Mirs. Sterry voted “no.”
{r-‘ut of the city’s ordiances

have been assembled in book
form since 1962 in what is called
the “‘city Code,” and Mrs. Ster-
ry charged that the city attorney

failed to publish and post the

Injunction lssued by

Belm

glause that followed
hauling on Belmont

”

lidity of

. . g it
proper legal notices within 15! perm
tion of these ordi-|verweight hat S
ggﬂ:egf ’«2? ::escribed in thejtreets wast- ““‘.“’“sm““o"alh
Government Code of the State.” [The effect of Ordinance 3121' = ::
“Ips the people’s right toSakl was 1o pul the '"ﬁ’:onpe
know what is threatened here,” Dt Clause back into OpErawan
she declared, 2 Ordinange 348, which af
Dickerson agreed that many legedly anfignds the plumbing
of the ordiances contested hadicode, has “nothing to do with
not been published within the plumbers,” she said and “act-
' =" ually amends the city's subilivi-
prescribed 15-day time periodsion on code providing for pay-
but said the city is exonerated ment of fees by contractors for
gmm the time period becaust drainage facilities. ]
there id n0 NEwspaper of gener 5 (;qinance 318, Section 13.13.

al circulation published withir . : 4
the City of Belmont.” . lis a “permit to fill submerped

nances, from time to tmg, io of the bay.”
. i
the Belmont Courier-Bulietip, a . o 4o o000 320, Sect. 2.59 is

weekly newspaper of 6,000 clrcw: _ : . o
!ation, a ure permitted by 2 “time bomb” which in effect,

DRy cer to destroy certain purchas-
Spedﬂ'ﬂlly, COUnC“WOmQA |ng records after one year"g.J
Sterry charged that: %time, rather than keeping re-
1. Ordinance 312 is an illegalcords from five to seven years,
ordinance amending the initla:as required by the state’s gov-
tive ordinarice 232, which set ap ernment code.
sight-ton weight limit on trucks
n the city. A 1962 case against
ky' & ‘ater ~0. decided that

: . . lands in_San Franciscoa’B '
The city publishes it§ ordi--and L'fn opposed to any fillinz!

insoce. e 'said ;allows the city’s purchasing offi-{!

£ iy —

Himmel, who lives at 320 La
Prenda in Millbrae but who said
he is # “property owner in Bel-
mont,” threatened to bring a
law suit against the councll if it
spent $1,000 of the city’s money
to publish Ordinance 350—the
city’s zoning ordinahce—in the
Belmeont Courier-Bulletin.

Himmel claimed it would be a
“waste” to publish the legal no-
tice now because the erdinance
and the city’s master plan were-
never legally adopted and are
therefore *“‘null and void.” )
_ Mayor Vallerga asked the city
manager and the sergeant at
arms to usher Himmel to the:
door. Himmel charged he was,
not being allowed to speak.

“If you want litigation, you'l*
| ey it,” Himmel vowed. }
Ta, all these charges, the gity
iwtorney said simply that !
ity’s ordinance No. 264 requires
tihe city to publish its ofdi-
nances, “‘one time,” in the Bel-
mont Courier-Bulletin but estab-
_lishes no time deadline within
twhich publication must he
made.

" Thus reassured, the Council
jvoted 41, Mrs. Sterry dis-,
senting, on another ordinance
which established a city fran-
¢hise for community antenna
television, which the council-
woman also”'Chacggd was not
adopted in the proper nfanner.

ot
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JudgeR j:;pw?s

Belmont’s

Civie Suit

. Superior Judge W. Howard
Hartley today took under sub-
mission the effort of the Bel-
mont Civic Club to have the:
city’s zoning ordinancé declared
invalid because of the failure of
the city of Belmont to have the
ordinance published in a news-
paper within the statutory 15
days after it was adopted last
July 26. e gall

The temporary restraining or-
der prohibiting the city - from
publishing the ordinance was
dissolved by mutual agreement
(of both sides following admis-
sion by City Attorney Kenneth
Dickerson that a “mistake was
made by the city clerk James
McLaughlin in not publishing
the ordinance.”

Basically, the dissolution
means that the city clerk can go
ahead and publish the ordinance
if he desires, but if the court
rules that it is invalid by virtue
of not having been published
within the period of time re-
quired by law the publication
cost will have to come out of his
own pocket.

A second cause of action, al-
leging. a conflict of interest by
Councilman Morton Podolsky
and Mayor Edward Vallerga in
approving the zoning ordinance
which would change zoning ' of
parcels of property they own in
the city was continued for hear-
ing March 20 at 10 a.m.

The citizens chailenging the
ordinance conténd that the
city’s failure to publish the ordi-
nance in a newspaper has de-
prived them of the right of ref-
erendum because copies of the
og?mnmigrgnd not be;gﬁg:
able except by paying a §5 fee

1L

.

Belmont
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/ Belmont
Comedy Series
To the Editor:

Come on, admit it! The
Belmont City Council doesn’t
really exist, does it? This
hilarious, weekly comedy se-
ries, titled ‘“Belmont Politics”
has got to be the creation of
your fiction editor — a man
obviously endowed with the
combined talents of Sinclair
Lewis and Walt Disney.

‘Not that we don't

fatasy. W can rdly it

for the newboy to bring us the
next episode! Imagine a pro-
testing citizen being foreed
out of his city meeting by
helmeted police with hefty
revolvers swinging at their
sides. Followed by the sud-
den disappearance by the
Mayor and a councilman ac-
complice into the uncharted
wilds of a foreign country

. “beyond radio contact.”
The sinister implications are
delicious.

Not only is the plot excit-
ing, but your fiction writer. is
a genius at characterization.
This_stalking lioness the -au-
thor calls Eve something-or-
other is just great. We espe-
cially like the part where she
discovers that most, and prob-
ably all, of our city ordi-
nances were: illegally adopted
and are, therefore, null and

.void. Presumably this would

include the City Charter —
which means that Belmont
doesn’t exist, either. ‘Great
stuff! (How about a tax re-
fund, then?)

And for sheer travesty, it’s
hard to improve on your writ-
er’s creation of council meet-
ings where the lioness roars
for a Grand Jury investiga-
tion of the mayor, while an-
other council member howls,
“We are becoming the laugh-
ing stock of the Peninsula.”
If this story isn’t copyrighted,
I'd like to negotiate for- mmne
and TV rights.

Now, if I may, let me guess
what future episodes will be
like. I envision a new char-
acter emerging from the pht
A kindly, politically-s a v v y,

~ father-image backed by the

“Belmont Citizens Committee
to Bring Order and Unity
Back to Belmont — If It Ex-
ists.” He should be sort of a
cross between Daddy War-
bucks with his dollar cigar
and Carmen DeSapio. He will
win in a landslide.

No . . . come to think of
it, your fantasy-fiction writer
isn’t really as good as Sin-
clair Lewis and Walt Disney.
Their characters were much
more believable.

.Z,/ HARRY V. PLATE,
; 910 MM

belmont
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Peacé‘ShS;'t Lived:

Belmont

BelmonfCouncll Rows

T did - 5%57% >

At Threat o

By DON CARTER
Tribune Staff Writer

BELMONT — “‘Happy Valen-
tine’s Day and welcome to a
meeting of the Belmont City
Council,” Viee Mayor Joseph
Zucca declared in honey-sweet!
tone to open a regular council
I session last night.,

But the spirit of courtesy, love
and decorum gave way to an
angry verbal combat between
Councilwoman Eve Sterry and
City Atty. Ken Dickerson near
the end of the meeting.

Even former Mayor Wallace
Benson got into the act as Zucca
had to slam the gavel to restore

_¥Vice Mayor Zucca moved fo
cool the conversation saying he
didn’t think the city’s staff
should be burdened with this
matter right now and that most
of the information could be ob-
tained from the city clerk.

Mrs, Sterry pressed for the
list of procedures.
~“‘Please let me speak,”
shouted Dickerson.

order.

It all began when Councilwom-
an Sterry asked Dickerson
how much it would cost to de-
fend a lawsuit pending against the
city. The suit charges that Bel-
mont’s zoning ordinance No. 350
is illegal because it was not pub-
lished and posted within 15 days
(after council adoption. -

Dickerson replied that he
could not estimate the costs with
any accuracy “at this time,”
and it “all depends on whether
or not we'll have to go to trial”
on the issues. He said that a full-
scale court trial would be expen-
sive.

(San Mateo County Superior
Court Judge W. Howard Hartley
is expected. to clarify the legal
issues on or before March 20.)

Proceeding to another point,
Councilwoman Sterry asked the
city attorney to draw up a
checklist of procedures and
steps which the council must
take to make sure that the ordi-
nances it passes are legally
adopted.

““The procedures are set out in
the government code,” Dicker-
son replied. “I know Mrs. Sterry
reads it because she keeps tell-
ing me about it. Aslongnsyom
have a city attorney it’s his dn:y
to see that these are followed.”

“You're out of order,” she
replied.

Mrs. Sterry asked for the list
“‘a month from now.”

Then the city attorney arose
and shot back angrily that he
was presently burdened with the
work entailed in the lawsuit
against the city and “I think this
(move) is an intentional effort to
sabotage my efforts to defend
the city!”

“Calm down, Mr. chkerson
Zucca appealed as the con-
versation broke into a shouting|
duel between Mrs. Sterry and
the city attorney.

_After Zucca’s pounding gavel
brought the meeting to order,
the partial council voted 2-1 for
preparation of a list of proce-
‘dures by Dickerson within a
month. Mrs. Sterry and Council-
man Robert H. Fitzgerald voted
‘““yes” and Zucca voted “‘no.”

The other two councilmen,
Mayor Edward D. Vallerga and
Dr. Morton L. Podolsky, are on
an extended vacation with their
families in Baja, California.
Zucca said Podolisky will return
|Friday and Vallerga will get
home Feb. 24.

Benson charged that Mrs.

f Lawsuit

Sterry had been the first one to
charge that the city’s ordinances
were ‘“illegally adopted” be-
cause they were not published or
posted within a 15-day period.
The lawsuit by Glenn E. Pollock
and the Belmont Civic Improve-

ment Club is based on that!frequently

I brought up the question of
(other ordinances) in the city
code,” she said.

Throughout the exchange of
views, Vice Mayor Zucca alter-
natsely urged the speakers [0

preserve decorum and
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