Clerk Hits
‘Strange.

Politics’

Belmont City Clerk James
W. McLaughlin last night h.ad
his duties cut back by the city
council for the second time in
the past year.

Councilmen votéd 4-1 to shift
some of his responsibilities for
the April 11 municipal election
to the »>an unty e
tions Department. McLaughlin
and Councilman Edward D.
vallerga objected that the ac-
tion, introduced at midnight
and not listed on the agenda,
was unjust.

McLaughlin said today he
was puzzled that no one t!ad
informed him of any intention
to change the responsibllit.ies
at this time. He said the action
was “strange politics.” He
said he would have to study
the alternate resolution to see
. how it affects him.

1 consider this very under-
‘handed, not even knowing of
the alternate resolution,” he
said. |
Councilman Vallerga said
«thig doesn’t sound fair to me.
The city clerk should have had
notice to defend himself.”

He also asked if “you
couldn’t have at least put it in
the (councilmen’s) kit s0 the
minority (Vallerga) could, see
it? This is irresponsible,” he
exclaimed. “I object to y_t.)u
not putting it on the agenda.”

The erosion of rem;

ilities apparently was
tc,ompletepas had been intended
in the alternate resolution, as
the council deleted portions
which would have turned the

selection of election offi .

and polling places over 10
county.

‘ ready has done

Because MclLaughlin al-
reliminary
work toward the upcoming
election the council allowed
those responsibilities to re-
main part of his duties.

Although he said he had not
had time to study the alter-
nate resolution, McLaughlin
said he did not think there was
a tremendous amount of
change. The county will sub-
mit ballots to the printer, and
the county will take ballots to
the post office instead of the
city clerk.

“We have always used the
county voting machines,”
McLaughlin said. “I have had
the utmost cooperation from
the county.” .

Majority of election duties
are assigned by state law to
the city clerk.
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85 Belmont Residents Launch
FlquI;Lda’rion-on-Ballot Drive

12 1972

By OTTO TALLENT E
Eighty-five Belmont citizens
today started a five-day cam-
paign to obtain 2,100 signa-

tures on an initiative pgtition

to placg the question off fluor-
idation the ballot at the
Belm

%%ril’ 11.
rs. Cynthia Hall, leader of

the fluoridation proponents, -
said the petition must be
presented to the city by Mon-
day in order to qualify for the
ballot. She said proponents
will check signatures Sunday.
Kickoff of the campaign was
preceded yesterday with a
Belmont Chamber of Com-
merce luncheon at Holiday Inn
at which a panel argued the
pros and cons of fluoridation.
About 30 persons attended.

sue, that is is just like any
public health program, it has
to be mandatory. He said
“there is not one single solita-
ry case of any harm or unsafe
results as a result of the pro-
gram.”

Fluoridation is done in many

municipal _election  cities in the U.S., including

Palo Alto.

Mrs. Scott, who also was co-
chairman of a committee
fighting against fluoridation in
1963, said that ““fluoridation is
the addition of a powerful, cu-
mulative poison (sodium fluor-
ide) to our public drinking wa-
ter, for the purpose, supposed-
ly, of lessening dental decay in
the teeth of children .. . un-
der 8 years of age.”

“The soluable fluoride is
listed . . . along with arsenic
and. cyanide, as one of the

On the panel for the pro side - deadliest poisons known. The

were Dr. David Brown, Bel-
mont general practitioner, and
John T. Ball, San Jose attor-
ney who is general counsel to
the California Dental Health
Council. On the negative side
of the debate were Mrs, Mar-
garet Scott, chairman of the
Citizens Against Compulsory
Fluoridation, and Mrs. Eileen
Emery, Belmont housewife.
Chamber President Chon Gu-

tierrez was moderator.

Ball said there is no middle
ground on the fluoridation is-

recommended amount is 1
part per million ... but L5
pmm (very slightly more) is
declared ‘unsafe for water
drinking’.”

Mrs. Scott declared that
“we’ve been though this battle
before, and frankly, we would
prefer never to go through it
again — if for no other reason
than to avoid the bitterness
and misunderstanding that
comes on the heels of every
fluoridation fight.”

Use of fluoridation for Bel-

mont water users was de-

feated in a 1963 election by 15

votes.

Warren McClure, general
manager of the Belmont
County Water District who
was present at the meeting
but not on the panel, said the
total cost of adding fluorides
to the district’s two water
sources would be $56,000, and
the annual ‘maintenace cost
would be $10,160. For residen-
tial consumption this would
amount to approximately 10
cents per month per citizen.

Directors of the Belmont
County Water District have
declared their neutrality on
the fluoridation issue. The Bel-
mont City Council last month
used a 10-year-old legal opin-
jon to get out of the con-
troversial issue.

The council voted unani-
mously to table the issue, af-
ter a two-page legal opinion,
written in 1961 by James Mor-
ton, attorney for the water dis-
trict, was presented. The opin-
ion stated that such an elec-
tion is only in the province of
the water district, not the city
council, and in any event
would only be advisory, and
not biding,

Mrs. Hall said at the time
that ““an initiative may be the
only way to get it on the bal-
lot.”



Fluoridg -
g
April 11

Belmont County Water Dis-
trict directors last night
adopted a resolution calling
for a concurren ion with
the City of Belmont on the is-
sue of fluoridation on April 11.

Water district botmndaries
vary from those of the city.

Belmont City Council Mon-
day night voted to place the
issue on the ballot at the mu-
nicipal election. An initiative
petition with more than 1,700
signatures had asked for such
an election. i

Water district directors last
night reiterated their neutral-
ity in the matter of fluor-

. idation, established at a meet-
ing on Nov. 30.

Boundaries of the water dis-
trict extend beyond Belmont
into parts of San Carlos and in
the industrial area in unin-
corporated territory, and pol-
ling places must be provided
for voters in those areas, di-
rectors pointed out, .

Proponents and opponents of
fluoridation presented a pro
and con discussion last night
at Ralston School. (See sepa-
rate story).

Water district directors last
night also decided to ask the
Local Agency Formation Com-
mission (LAFCO) to reconsi-
der its decision removing 11
acres of L. C. Smith Co. prop-
erty on Marine View from the
district and allowing it to be
annexed to San Mateo.

If LAFCO fails to change its
decision, the water district
board will ask reimbursement
of funds the district has put
into the project. The amount is
to be determined.

The LAFCO decision leaves
the water district with a 410-
foot long, 8-inch water main
with a total .revenue of ap-
proximately $3.25 per month
and a fire hydrant which prob-
ably will never be used.

Pipe has been put in the
ground and pressure is to be
tested in replacement of a six-
inch water main in the 400
block of Hiller Street, it was

report last night.

Since Dec. 15, 1959, there |

have been six major water
leaks in this one block costing
$3,045 to repair.

Overpass, Fluoridation Issues

P

W.ll
By OTT
Belmont

asked_April 11
want g

placing the issue on the ballot
for the April 11 election.

Joseph J. Zucca, who has

been the most vocal among
the councilmen in favor of an
overpass, moved that that is-
sue be placed on the ballot.
The motion was ‘seconded by
Councilman Edward D, Val-
lerga, who ‘with Councilman
Charles Ketcham have con-
sistently opposed the project.
- Mayor Robert A. Jomes
voted with Zucca, Vallerga
and Ketcham in favor. Vice
Mayor William H. Hardwick,
who said “it’l] be an emotional
thing” and “I find I can’t vote
to put it on the ballot,” voted
no, Hardwick said 11,000
people are registered to vote
in Belmont and that he
thought only a part of -them
“know we're talking about an
overpass.”

The council also voted, 4-1
with Hardwick voting no, that
the question on the ballot be
““yes or no’’ on the overpass as
presently proposed by the
council. .

City Engineer Gordon Till-
son yesterday submitted
“‘complete plans” to the state
Public Utilities Commission
and the Southern Pacific Co.
He said some details, such as
a stairway, had not been re-
solved by the council.

The council voted wunani-
mously to put out a pro-and-
Con information sheet about
the overpass project.”

City Attorney Dickersen, in
answer to questions from the
audience, said the vote of the
citizens on the overpass issue
would be advisory. Asked if
the councilmen could be bound
by the vote, Dickerson pointed
out that terms of three mem-
bers of the five-man council

will be up and said “‘we don’t .

know who is going to be on the
city council after the elet-

tinn "

ass in their
downtown area and whether
they want fluoridation of their

B I &

water system.

After a discussion of more
than two hours the Belmont
City Council Jast night voted
4-to-1 to:place the question of a
$2);-million Ralston Avenue

W' ren McClure, gelnerai
anager of the mon

gxounty water District, told the
council that more 1,700
persons had signed ;n th‘:E
jtiative petition

fluoridation be placed on the
ballot and said enou; nan}es
had been certified to call for

an election. S - "
Highlights of the recommen-

dations by the Ane’;

firm calling for a new plan 0!

top management oOr|
wepre presented by R ard A.
Hughes, Vice P " i
allerga question
wr\z:etherrgﬂxe plan W for the
city or for the firin of City
Clerk McLaughlin.
sponded that the purpose was
to take a look at the| top man-
agement organizati and that
it was not to focus on the issue
of the city clerk, city treasur-
er or the public works depart-

ment.

ear on Belmont Ballot

overpass across El Caming

Real and the Southern Pacific -

railroad tracks on the munici-

pal election ballot, About 250

persons attended the meeting.

It took the council only a
matier of minutes to unanj-
mously vote for a concurrent
election of thé city and the
Belmont County Water Dis-
trict on the question of adding
fluorides to the water supply.

Recommendations by the

San Francisco firm of Booz,
Allen Public Administration
Inc. that would strengthen the
City manager form of govern-
ment in Belmont and make
the elective posts of city clerk
and City Treasurer Florence
was submitted to the city’s
personnel board for evaluation
and recommendation for im-
plementation.

A change in the posts of City
Clerk James W. Mc i
and City Threasurer Florence
Holland from elective to ap-
pointive could be made only
by vote of the citizens. City At-
torney Kenneth Dj said
Feb. 14 is the deadline for

= £ -






e structure two inches. ater el at Marina com- % on was passed meeting of Feb, 28. The 3200
) or boat s ura Mrs. Patricia - Anne tempt to avoid Lock Avenue and the
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‘ Belmont Mayor Ro

' Jones yesterday
Councilmen Charle
and Edward D.

| using delaying
ing to keep i
the voters reégarding the $2l5
million Ralkton Avenue over-

| pass TSS-wiifeR 18 OH™tHE:
ApritTT ballot.

| Ketcham and Vallerga had

| charged they were left out in
the planning of a brochure on
the overpass issue which was

| Belmont March 3.

)ass

d that “‘the contents of the
mailing are more of an argu-
ment than information and un-
fortunately contain dis-
tortions.” :

Mayor Jones said the major-
ity members of the council on
the overpass issue — he and
Vice Mayor William H. Hard-
wick and Councilman Joseph
J. Zucca — wanted to have a
joint mailing but that Ket-
cham and Vallerga repeatedly
missed deadlines.

Jones said that to the best ‘:}’L

i T
Vallerga have yet to prepare

the printer.

“By the time the printer fin-
ishes with it, it will be another
two to three weeks before
their material is available to
the voters,” Mayor Jones said.

| “They claim the delay was the

result of failure of the city to
provide them with ‘the prom-
ised information and the over-
pass model. This is pure non-
sense. They have had as much
access to the material as we
have.”

He said the reason the bro-

the election so they would
have sufficient time to consid-
er it.

“We are not the ones who
are afrald to have information
distributed to the voters,”
Mayor Jones said. “Instead
they are the ones who have
repeatedly tried to suppress
information from going to the
voters.”

He said that the charge of
distortions was a hollow
charge. He declared the model

builder has given specifica-

[ chire went ouf when it did

was to get the information to
the voters well in advance of

tions and technical informa-
tion involving the model of the
overpass. The scale of the

Jones said the brochure was
rinted at city expense, as he
aid would be the case for one
o be distributed by Ketcham
nd Vallerga, but that the
ostage was paid for and la-
els put on by members of a
ewly formed pro-overpass
roup called the Belmont Al-
ance of Homeowners and
usinesses.

Russel Est: 14

hairman and Mrs, Patricia

]

}.

The pair in a joint statement their materials to be given toi

Two S 9 uncilmen ‘Ast¢ nished’

Overpass

By OTTO TALLENT
A brochure which originally
had been billed as a “fact
gheet” concerning jlie con-
troversial §2%4 mijlioA Ralston
Avenue overpass {in Belmont
was in the mail to/5,500 dwell-
ing units in Belmont today
from the majority of the city

council. :
The mailing Immediately
drew the wrath of the two
councilmen who oppose the

overpass. "
The overpass proposal will
be on the April 11 Municip

ure contained a
letter from Mayor Robert A.
Jones and Vice Mayor Willlam
H. Hardwick on a letterhead

| which contained the names of

all five city councilmen.

Bro

The letter stated there are
no backup plans or alterna-
tives for downtown Belmont if
the overpass proposal is re-
jected by the voters.

“*No one has been able to of-
fer an alternative solution that
can be financed and imple-
mented by the city. Accord-
ingly, voter approval of this
proposal appears to be critical
to achieving community goals
.. .” the letter stated.

Mayor Jones said Coun-
cilman Joseph J. Zucca, the
third member- of the ‘“‘major-
ity” on the overpass proposal,

had been “in” on the planning
-of the brochure.

ure

Councilmen Charles Ket-

cham and Edward D. Val-
lerga, who are vigorously

fighting the overpass proposal,

said they were left out in the
planning of the brochure,

much to their consternation.
We are astonished that the

tpm to the voters of Belmont‘

(at city expense without coun-

cil authority,” Ketcham and
Vallerga said in a joint state-
ment.

|

|| “The council had authorized

a joint mailing of both sides of
the story. The contents of the

, mailing are more of an argu-
| ment than information and un-

fortunately contain dis-

Stirs Row

tortions.
“The overpass model and

other information requested

from and promised by the city
have not been furnished us.
When we have received the
promised information we will
reply to the proponents.

“‘At our insistence the may-
or has confirmed that the city
will mail the opponents’ fact
sheet and exhibits to the vot-
ers when ready.

“It is unfortunate that the
precipitous action of the ma-
jority in mailing out only one
side of the story will cause
substantial extra mailing ex-
pense to the city. We can only
conclude that the proponents
on the council are afraid to

have the pros and cons of the
overpass considered by the
voters simultaneously.”
Mayor Jones said a gro

which has not decided upon a
name made arrangements for
the mailing and labeling. He
said he was not at liberty to
give names of persons in the
group. He said it was his un-
derstanding the group plans a
statement of its own, as well
as plans for advertisements in
favor of the overpass propos-

al,

Neither Mayor Jones nor
City Manager James P. DeCh-
aine gave an exact cost of the
brochure and mailing. DeCh-
aine said the postageé would be
ahout $220.
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Belmont Voters to Ponder

The Other Si

contends the state’s author-
ization provides that the
present crossing at Ralston
Avenue and El Camino Real
will be barricaded and the
ground level crossing for ve-
hicles and pedestrians will be
closed by a barrier fence.

““The overpass plans call for
a 60-step zig-zag stairway lo-
cated near the Whistle Stop,”
the pamphlet states. “If the
suggested pedestrian under-
pass were practical, why
wasn’t it included in the plans
submitted to the state?

“Such a tunnel is hazardous
from the standpoint of crime.
For women and children it is
particularly dangerous. The
secluded subway becomes a
source of violence and person-
- al attacks. Homeview and
Sterling Downs citizens will be
sealed off from the rest of Bel-
mont.”

Proponents and opponents
are at opposite extremes in
answering the question, “Will
Ralston Avenue Become an
Expressway?”

Proponents say no.

“In fact,” the proponents’
pamphlet states, ‘“the council
recently banned the widening
of lower Ralston Avenue un-
less there is voter consent.
The 19th Avenue Freeway
which connects the Bayshore
Freeway with Interstate 280
now serves cross-county traf-
fic and has reduced the poten-
tial of increased traffic on
Ralston Avenue.

“Council policy against fur-
ther apartment development
in the Western Hills will also
limit future traffic on Ralston
Avenue. Many who have been
concerned about additonal
traffic and potential widening

of Ralston Avenue have g&

advocated an underpass

_ which, in our opinion, would

have the same impact on traf-
fic flow as an overpass.”

The opponents’ brochure
states, ‘“We submit that in-
creased traffic created by the
huge overpass would force
Ralston Avenue into an ex-
pressway. The city’s beautiful
tree-lined lane from South
Road to Maywood Drive is the
only remaining two-lane por-
tion of the route between Bay-
shore and 280.

“The multi-lane overpass
will attract traffic from the en-
tire area and the pressure to
widen all of Ralston Avenue
will be overwhelming. The
heart of our town would then
be pierced by an expressway.
Qur semi-rural atmosphere
would be gone forever, and
Belmont would be per-
manently divided north and
south.””

On the question, “Will the
Overpass Help Business Ex-
pansion in the Downtown?’
the proponents’ . brochure
states that “a moment’s re-
flection will suggest that.shop-
per traffic does not mix with
through traffic, i.e., non-retail
traffici Housewives shop at
areas where there is con-
venient vehicular and pedes-
trian movement.

“The most successful shop-
ping centers have been pur-
posely located near but sepa-
rated from through traffic
which can cause traffic con-
gestion. Wherever through
traffic has been allowed to
congest business areas, de-
teriorating conditions have re-
sulted, such as in downtown
Belmont.”

The opponents’ answer to

pass were built. On
trary, Bayview Feders
ings & Loan Association has
stated it will leave its present
site if the present overpass is
built. Longs Drugs has stated
it is interested in locgting in
downtown Belmont should the
present overpass not be| built.
“We all know that over-
passes blight the areas|around

cess of $215 million |wi
borne by the city.
street maintenance

In atiswer to the proponents’
claim “no one has beer

pass down Ralston Aenue, a
grade separation at| Harbor
Boulevard, a joint plan with
San Carlos, a relocation of the
railroad station, synchro-
nization of signals and| redirec-
tion of traffic flow. :





