
Ketcharrf#C~ rected 
For Belmont Council 

M o r e financial expertise 
was added to the Belmont City 
Council last night with the ap
pointment of Charles Ketcham 
to the seat vacated Oct. 31 by 
the resignation of former 
plumber-Mayor Milton Trom
borg . -

Ketcham, 42, chairman of 
the city's finance committee, 
is a securities analyst in the 
investments depart ment of 
E. F. Hutton Company in San 
Francisco. The has been a 
member of the finance com
mittee for one year. 

His pecuniary know-how will 
supplement that afforded the 
city by the election of Robert 

A. Jones, an economist with 
the Bank of America in San 
Francisco, to a council seat 
last April. 

Tromborg said he resigned 
because of ·pressing business 
matters. 

Ketcham resides at 816 Hol
ly Road, Belmont, with his 
wife, Pamela , and their four 
children, Michael, 17, Mark, 
15, Cathleen, 14, and Patrick, 
10. 

They have Jived in Belmont 
for 11½ years . 

The new councilman, who 
will be seated in two weeks, 
earned his master ts degree in 
business administration at 

Stanford University fa 1955. 
He also has a bachelor's de
gree in engineering from Stan
ford. 

Belmont's new city man
ager, James Dechaine, has 
added a new look to the City 
C o u n c i I meetings, opening 
them with the pledge of alle
giance to the flag of the 
United States, and drastically 
r educing the time consumed in 
the meetings by matters which 
could be considered routine. 

All such routine matters are 
placed on a " consent calen
dar" and, unless there is an 
objection from a councilman 
or from a member of the au
dience, acted upon in one vote. . 

Belmont Picks Tulare~;[~ 
For Newly-Created Finance Job 

Bruce G. Lawson, 25, was 
named last night from a field 
of more than 100 applicants to 
fill the newly created post of 
assistant city manager-finance 
director of the City of Bel
mont. 

A native of Tulare, the San 
Francisco State College gradu
ate comes to Belmont from his 
position as assistant city man
ager of Corvallis, Ore. 

Lawson, who earned a mas
ter's degree in public adminis
tration from California State 
College at Fullerton , has ·been 
with Corvallis sine~ April, 

1968. Before that , he served 100 applicants by professional 
from August, 1966, as an ad- examiners. 
ministrat ive assistant in The creation of the new, 
Placentia, also in Southern · combined assistant city man
California. a g e r-finance director post 

L aw s o n ' s experience in eliminates the need for an out
Northern California includes side financial consultant, and 
an administrative internship relieves the city clerk of cer 
with th·e city of San Mateo, ta i n accounting responsi
from June , 1965 to August, bilit ies . 
1966. Lawson, who starts work on 

City Manager James De- Jan . 4, will earn $13,200 per 
Chaine said he has known year. 
Lawson since he was working --"-~ - - - - - - ---
in Placentia . He said Lawson 
"c ame out on top" in oral ex-
aminations given, more than 



elinont 1ooses 

New Councillllan 
Charles D. Ketcham, a securi

ties analyst and chairman of the 
City Finance Committee, was 
appointed to a Belmont City 
Council vacancy Monday night. 

Ketcham replaces Milton A. 
Tromborg, who resigned last 
month and moved to Dinuba. 
His term expires in April, 1972. 

Describing himself as "fiscal
ly vfy conservative," Ketcham 
summed up his public service 
philosophy as "very liberal on 
civil rights and very hard on 
numbers." 

His appointment was an
nounced after a short personnel 
session at the end of the regular 
council meeting. Mayor Edward 
D. Vallerga said later the coun
cil considered nine qualified 
candidates. 

There was some question CHARLES D. KETCHAM 
about whether the council would 

1ty anager 
Aide Picked 
in Belmont 

Belmont city council last 
night formally appointed Bruce 
G. Lawson, a former San Mateo 
city aide, to the new post of as
sistant city manager-finance 
director. 
Lawson, 25 and single, will re

port to work January 4, 1971. He 
presently is assistant city man
ager in Corvallis, Ore. and has 
an Air Force Reserve commit
ment to fill before coming to 
Belmont. 
Belmont has not had an as-

sistant city manager for nearly 
two years. The finance director 
concept has been discussed for 
about that long and nearly has 1 

come to reality before. only to 
be recalled for odification or 

be able to agree on anyone. Ketchum was a Marine Corps economy. . . 
Tromborg's resignation w a s d t h . . . d . t Lawson's Job will be to put all 
submitted in September and the ra ar ec nician, JU O in rue- the city's fiscal affairs together 
rumor mill has named a long tor and football player during in one place and keep them up
list of residents as being consid- World War II and came to Stan- dated. As ACM he' ll be a jack 
erect. ford University in 1947. He won of all trades, doing the adminis-

Ketcham says his age is his bachelor's degree in engi- trative leg work,. formula~ing 
·'42.95, ·• with a birthday in De- neering there in 1953 and his plans and preparmg apphca-
cember. He resides at 816 Holly t , . . t ts i 1955 lions for federal and state pro-
R d 'th h' .f P 1 mas er s m mves men n . gram funds oa w1 ts w1 e, ame a; . . • 
sons, Michael, 17; Mark 15, and He has reSlded m Belmont the Lawson was an administra-
Patrick, 10, and daughter, Cath- past 11 ½ years. tive intern in San Mateo in the 
leen, 14. summers of 1965 and 1966, going 

He is Northern California and on to bec(lme an administrative 
Hawaii regional manager of the H1" o-h Schools assistant in Placentia, in South-
E. F. Hutton and Co., invest- M ern California. He went on to 
ment department and has his Corvalis 2½ years ago. 
office in San Francisco. S C He is from Tulare and holds a 

This will be Ketcham 's first et an ta ta bachelor's degree in public ad-
ex:perience with politics. He was ministration from San Francis-
appointed to the Finance Com- The combined choirs and or- co State College and a master 's 
mittee last March and has been chestras of Carlmont Menlo- in the same from California 
chairman the past four months. Ath ·t S C 1 ' Sequoi·a State College at Fullerton. 

H. t . ·t . "t d e1 on, an ar os, 
1s op pnon y 1s o expan . . .1 Lawson was recommended by 

the t~x base for additional a~d Woo~;ide .~;gh Scho~ls WI I new City Manager James P. 
funds. pt esent Hod1, a Christmas DeChaine from among the top 

"This city council has brought rantata by Ralph Vaughn Wil- three of some 100 candidates for 
Bel~nt a _long way since the Iiams, on December 4 and 5. the job. The two had met a few 
Apr_rl tclecttwn. !Idf bl hat d ta pet Guest conductor will be Mil- years ago when DeChai11e was 
proiec . 1 wou e o ry to assistant city manag<!r in • ew-
overcome inertia and help the ton Williams. Soloists will be port Beach. 
city get on with its progress." mezzo-soprano Natasha Kim- Lawson's r.oual alary was 

Getting the city budget in or- mell, tenor Donald Andrews and set at $l .200. This is an in
er and prepared on time and baritone James Tippey. r-rease of nearly $t5G0 over what 
ipdat~ by quarterly reports is PerformanceR begin at 8 p.m. thP job wa, budgeted for in the 
CJo!her ?f his goals, he satd. ;ii the Canada College audito- 1969-70 fiscal year, but never 

native of Seattle, Wash., rium. spent. 



Wednesday, Nov. 25, 1970 

Ketcham to Co11ncil, 
New Ass't. Manager 

'I'.he city council Monday 
0 1 night took two moves 

regarding city personnel 
matters, one of which saved 
the city the cost of a possible 
special election. 

The council appointed 
Charles Ketcham, a 
42-year-old securities analyst 
and chairman of the city's 
finance committee, to fill the 
unexpired term of retired 
councilman Milton 
Tromborg. 

The council's action was 

Harold Trefethen, who is still 
on the committee. 

Ketcham is manager of 
investments at E.F. Hutton 
and Co., San Francisco. 

He and his wife, Pamela, 
have lived in Belmont for 11 
years and make their home at 
816 Holly Rd. They have 
four children; Michael, 17; 
Mark, 15; Catherine, 14 and 
Patrick, 10. 

A native of Seattle, Wash., 
Ketcham is a graduate of 
Stanford University, holding 

CHARLES KETCHAM, right, is congratulated by Jim 
McLaughlin, city clerk , after Ketcham was unanimously 
appointed to fill the unexpired term of retired Councilman 

· Milton Tromborg at Monday's council meeting. 

just one week short of the a bachelor ' s 
Nov. 30 statutory deadline engineering and 
for making the appointment . de g r e e i n 
If councilmembers had not administration . 

degree in 
a master's 

business 

made . the appointment by In the second personnel 
that date , the selection would move, the council approved 
have been thrown open to the appointment of an assistant 
public in a special election . city manager-finance director, 

Ketcham was sworn in by who will take office on Jan . 
James McLaughlin after the 4. 
council met for a half-hour in A pp o int e d on the 
executive session to make the recommendation of James 
selection. DeChaine, city manager, was 

Mayor Edward D. Vallerga Bruce G. Lawson, 25, 
said Ketcham was picked presently assistant city 
from nine "eminently manager in Corvallis, Ore., a 
qualified" candidates for the position he has held sine 
job. August 1966. 

Ketcham has been on the Lawson holds a bachelor's 
finance committee for the d e g r e e i n p u b 1 i c 
past year. He was named adminis t ration from San 
chairman of the committee Francisco State College and a 
four months ago, succeeding Continued to Page 12 1 

Belmont Courier-Buffetin -

Councilman, Manager 
C~ntin ued fr~m Pag~ 1 field of 100 applicants, 

master s degree m business DeChaine said. His selection 
ad _mi~istration from was recommended by 
Cahforma State College at professional interviewing 
Fullerton . board , which narrowed the 

DeChaine said he was field to three. 
acquainted with Lawson Lawson , who issingle , will 
when DeChaine was assistant take over financial and 
city manager in Newport accounting duties now 
Beach and Lawson was handled by City Clerk James 
administrati ve assistant in McLaughlin. McLaughlin will 
Placentia, a neighboring city be assigned other duties , 
in Orange County. including spending more time 

DeChaine said Lawson was in enforcement of the city's 
in Placentia from August business license ordinance , 
1966 to April of 1968. Prior DeChaine added . 
to that, he was an McLaughlin will continue 
administrative intern with as secretary to the council 
San Mateo County, a trainee and planning commission. 
with the Alameda County The council set Lawson's 
Civil Service Commission and salary at $13,200, about 
a trainee in Tulare in the San $1100 a month. He's now 
Joaquin Valley. earning $1025 monthly in 

Lawson was picked from a Oregon. 
DeChaine said he began 

reviewing applications for the 
job in the middle of 
September, even before he 
came to Belmont. Some 20 
percent of applicants, he said, 
had master's degrees. Another 
10 percent had experience as 
assistant - city managers. 
Others were assistant finance 
directors. Most, however, 75 
percent , DeChaine said, had 
less experience than Lawson. 

Lawson will move to 
Belmont following two 
week's · duty in the reserve 
armed forces. 



HAHN, -W-ISE 
ASSOCIATES, 

and 
INC. 

Planning Consultants 

1558 Laurel St reet, San Carlos, California 94070 • 415-591-8959 

December 17, 1970 

Mr.James Dechaine, Cit y Manager 
1365 Fifth Avenue 
Belmont, Ca. 94002 

Dear Jim: 

City of Belmont DEC l ~ 1970 

LAWRENCE A . WISE , A .I.P . 
President 

MALCOLM L. BYCE , A .1.P. 
V ic e - Pres ident - Planning 

NEAL J . MARTIN 
V ic e - Pres ident- Produ c t i on 

This morning I spoke with Mr. Hans Reiser of the San 
Mateo County Engineers Department. I asked him about the 
County's progress toward obtaining aerial photographs with 
particular reference to the Belmont area. He said that the 
photographs had not been delivered as yet and estimated their 
delivery date around the end of January. I have made a note 
for myself to call him back on February 1 to again determine 
the status of the photographs . At that time I will inform 
you the cost and other details. 

Re~ards, ~ f 
~ J. Martin 

NJM: lm 
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