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Peace comes to Belmont

{Dy DAVE SCHUTZ J
When.,m ‘voters went to the polls four years
ago this spring to elect two city councilmen they
culminated one of the wildest municipal campaigns,
in recent history on the Peninsula.

There were five persons competing for. two posl-:
tions, and the only mcumbent in the race was'Mrs,

Eve Sterry.
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Mrs Sterry had won election to the clty council

four years earlier after years of attendance at

council meetings’ in which she had become known

s the “watchdog of thé city treasury.” Much more
than that, she had campaigned for honesty in gov-
ernment and had waged a .one-person battle for
completely open delibérations. She had become a
student of municipal government.

Despite her efforts to save the city miomey

through tightening up city spending practices, she
couldn’t gather enough votes in 1970 to win reelec-
tion, finishing third behind Robert A. (Bob) Jones,

a 33-year-old economist for the Bank of America,

and William H: (Bill) Hardwick, 43-year-ld archi-
tect who served as a planner at Stanford University
and had been a Belmont city planning commisslon-
er.
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Hardwick and Jones, finishing in that order well

ahead of the pack ln the 1970 Belmont election,

seemed to bring harmony back to-a city council
that had been'a study in discord for most of two :

decades.
Even though the two have been on the council for
only a single four-year term, both popular officials

_have béen honored by being selected by their fellow' :

councllmen to serve a year as mayor.
“Thus, when the voters in Belmont go to the polls

March 5 they will, for the first time in the memory

of the town’s oldest residents, be selecting from two

unopposed. council’ camdldate:. Blll Hardwick and

Bob Jones. !
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Much has h

boasts some 28,000 residents. After years of encour-

aging apartment. construction it has blown the

whistle: The clty has taken some steps toward pro-

viding its people with additional open space by pur-

chasing the sanitarium property on. Raiston Avenue
that became available two years ago.

Butmepeoplehavebmreductamwalmme_

rural atmosphere of the community. The battle two
years ago to construct & multimillion dollar over-
pass at El Camino Real and Ralston was soundly
defeated 'and undwbtedly cost former Mayor Jo-
seph Zucca his job on the council. He had been a
staunch supporter df the plar,

ned in this community that now
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Interestingly, both Hardwick and Jones have sup-
ported an expanded downtown shopping area for
Belmont, a concept which moved ahead slightly
this past: month with the widening of the parking
areas west of El Camino Real at the Ralston inter-
section.

One of the happier persons in Belmont must be

- Jim DeChaine, the energetic redheaded city man-
‘ager who has put together a. professlonal staff at

Clty Hall which seems to be running like a well-

. tuned engine. Whereas the city administration has

been right in the middle of previous election cam-
palghs as an issue in Belmont, this year there

‘seems to be nothing but total agreement.
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This seems to carry over to the city clerk’s office
where likable James W. McLaughlin, a poetry-writ-
ing clerical worker, was first elected eight years
ago on a promise to do a good, honest job and has
managed to win reelection against formidable com-

. petition. McLaughlin is unopposed this year. So is

City Treasurer Florence Holland, who was appoint-
ed in 1965 and has been reelected twice.

It should be satisfying to Belmont’s elected offi-
clals that they seem to have the confidence of the
voters at:this time. Not all elected officials. can

‘make that statement.
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