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BOB JONES 
dramatic move 

Jones q~its 
Belmont 
Counci I post 

By O'ITO TALLENT 
Robert A. Jones, a Belmont city coun­

cilman since 1970, last night verbally sub­
mitted his resignation from the post in a 

1 dramatic move at a meeting of the City 
Council at Twin Pines Park Lodge Building. 

He said he is resigning because of the 
pressu~fffrl,ustness. · 

Jones strode in to the meeting about 2½ 
hours after It started and announced his 
resignation to other council members, city 
staff and about a dozen citizens in the 
audience. 

"I thought I had graduated to the rights of a 
private citizen with the verbal resignation " 
Jones said today, but he was told by City 
A~y. Kenneth M. Dickerson the resigna\ion 
must be submitted in :writing. Jones said he 
would submit a letter of resignation before 
M t 'sre larcouncilmeeti . 

Jones, 40, who was chairman of the San 
Mateo County Council of Mayors in 1975-76 
and was an unsuccessful candiate against 
Congressman Leo Ryan·· in 1976, said he is 
resigning from all public posts, including a 
SamTrans directorship and from the 
statewide committee on revenue and. 
taxation. 

"This takes me out of the political arena, ·' 
Jones declared. 
. Mayor Frank Gonsalves said todaf he 114d 
not talked to other couaetl meMbers about a 
successor to Jones, but he said "I don't think 
we will have a public election.'' He said the 
council probably would get a "Consensus of 
thinking" about a successor and make an 
appointment itself. The COUI\Cil can take 
either course, make the 8{)lk>intinent..Ql:..Wl 
an election. · ; · 

There had been speculation that Jones 
would be a candidate next year for San Mateo 
County supervisor. 

Jones gave pressure of a growing business 
as his reason for resigning. He Is president 
and chairman of the board ·or Money Market 
Services, which makes financial forecasts. It 
has offices in San Francisco and Belmont. 

Jones said he had been considering 
resigning for quite some time, aS. the 
"growing business had made it physicall)' 
very difficult to keep on top of my business 
and public responsibilities." 

"I'm not thinking of anything political," 
Jones said. "I feel I have left something 
behind for people and that was my function. I 
feel ~ood about It. I want a clean severance 
politically and I want to maintain all my 
friends." ' · 

The outspoken councilman recently had 
voiced major frustrations, one deaHng with 
land use policies in the General Plan, and 
anodler with potential conflicts of Interest 
regarding appointment of public officials . 

Friends had told him his recent statements 
made it appear he was runalng for re-election 
(his council post would expire next year), but 
he said he was trying "to get things moving 
before I resign~ " 
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Councilman Quits 

Jones: 1Right Time to Go' 
Belmont City Coun­

cilman Bob Jones, who has 
produced m<re than one 
sW"l)rise in his seven years 
on the council, uncm-ked 
the biggest one of all last 
Wednesday night, an­
nouncing unexpectedly 
that he would step down, 
effective immediately. 

Jones made the an­
nouncement at a special 
council meeting regarding 
development in the long 
controversial San Juan 
canyon Area. 

It is expected he will be 
replaced by council ap­
pointment, although the 
council could call for a 
&peeial election to fill the 
,·,caecv His tr ac 
:.cheduled to expiN ~ 
be next c01D1cil electioa. in 
darch. 
Jones said his 

esignation stemmed from 
P'lreme time limitations 
4rought on by his 
urketing firm, which has 
trices in both Belmont and 
m Francisco. 

tFo!lowing the meeting, 
P?leS said he had been 
Criously considering 
ftirement for three 
!tmths, despite a widely 
:Id public perception that 
J was girding himself for 
re-election bid. · 
"It had been said of me 
iat I was running again, 
Jt I never considered it," 
i commented. 
COLORFUL RECORD 
tnh' retirement 

brought an end to a colorful 
career, one that included 
two terms ~s mayor of 
Belmont as well as an 
ab<rtive run for congress 
against Leo Ryan. 

It was a career marked 
by frequent controversy 
and a public speaking style 
that few would have ter­
med subdued. 

Jones, saying the council 
had finally reached a 
degree of unity bow to 
control development in the 
San Juan area, said this 
would be an ideal time to 
step down, and conceded 
that he had often had been 
a source of division on the 
council. 

''' haver't.,.u, tena,, 
Wl!kome silht." he ad­
mitted. "I've been known 
f..- kind of kicking rear 
enm, and I've made some 
trouble and noise." 

SOUND AND FURY 
Jones made most of his 

noise this past year by 
protesting against un­
controlled construction in 
currently undeveloped 
areas. 

His efforts to slow 
growth included an un­
successful motion f..- a 
city-wide building 
moratorium; several votes 
to forbid private lan­
downers from building 
homes on their property; 
an unsuccessful effcrt to 
irevent full or part-time 
real estate agents from 
serving on dty com-

missions, and a vow to jcin 
a now-defunct citizens' 
petition dfive to halt all 
building in the city. 

Jones commented that 
land use is likely to remain 
a critical Issue in Belmont, 
arguing that it is critical 
"to preserve the integrity 
of Belmont while allowing 
for some growth." 

NO RETURN 
Jones noted that he 

doesn't ever expect to 
serve on the city council 
again, but in times of civic 
trial he doesn't entirely 
rule out the possiblity of 
taking public stands on 

issues that concern him. 
"li the city council goes 

off halfcocked in the 
future, as it does from time 
to time, I might let them 
know how I feel," he said. 

Of all the satisfying 
moments during his 
career, Jones caned the 
city cam~n to acquint 
Twin Pines Park in 1970 b)' 
far the biggest highlipt. 

"I think we did a classic 
job in selling something 
that was needed to 
Belmont citizens. In the 
end they approved it by 84 
percent." 

"That I'll never fcrget," 
he ·satd. 



Dirty linen 
is hung out 
.in Belmont 

By OTl'O TALLENT 
Belmont's city family "hung out its dirty linen 

and council members were accused of "playin1 
politics•' in two explosive controversies at las 
night's Belmont City Council meeting whicl 
lasted more than five hours. 

City Clerk James W. McLaughlin charged that 
City Atty. Kenneth M. Dickerson was in error in 
rulings at the previous council meeting regarding 
signing of Bel Arbor and Cha~u condominium 
final maps. McLaughlin also said that City 
Manager James P. DeChaine misrepresented the 
official seal of the city to bring about recording of 
the condominium subdivision maps with the 
county recorder. 

Mrs. Eve Sterry, a former councilwoman 
declared it was a serious matter that the seal had 
been used by someone other than the city clerk 
and "I think this matter should be looked into." 

Councilwoman Pamela Ketcham declared that 
"I think it is important to follow through." She 
said it should be "at the state level." 

DeChaine denied any violation on his part, 
declaring that "everything was done with tile 
legal opinion of the city attorney" and action 
taken was • 'the expressed desire of the city 
council." 

Councilmen William H. Hardwick and John J. 
Mcinerney declared all legal requirements had 
been checked by the city attorney. 

The city attorney had left las~ night's meeting 
before the matter cropped up. Vice Mayor Walter 
Worthge recommended that Dickerson respOnd 
not only to McLaughlin's charges but to allega­
tions of others that he erred in his interpretations. 

The action which precipitated McLaughlin's 
charges was the approval at 1:10 a.m. on Nov. 15 
of a final map and resolutions that would allow the 
200-plus Bel Arbor apartment complex to convert 
-to eondenttt'rium, as requested by Theodore Blum-
ber~ . 

McLauchlin was on vacation at that time and he 
had instructed his deputy not to sign the final 
maps on the grounds they were incomplete. Act­
ing Mayor Worthge appointed Hardwick as city 
clerk pro tem, and the two of them signed the 
documents. McLaughlin contends the law states 
no one other than himself or his deputy is author­
ized to sign the documents. 

In. another volatile episode, Floyd Sampson, 
president of the Skymont-Plateau Homeowners 
Association, declared "I'm damned unhappy" 
about a proposal to eliminate presidents of home­
owners associations from appointment to the 
Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) and for 
delays by the council in taking final action. He had 
been recommended by his association as a repre­
sentative on the CAC. 

After considerable argument, Hardwick moved 
and Mcinerney seconded the motion that the 
council prohibit presidents of homeowners 
associations from serving on the GAC, but that the 
policy not be implemented until Oct. 1, 1978. This 
would have allowed Sampson to serve in both 
capacities. The motion was voted down, 3 to 2. 

A motion that the policy would be that no pre~l­
dent of homeowners associations be allowed to 
serve on the CAC, to take effect immediately, was 
passed 3 to 2, with Worthge, Ketcham and Gon­
salves voting in favor. Sampson ~d declared that 
those were the ones who had advocated in their 
election campaigns opposition to "petty politic&." 
Sampson was an unsuccessful council candldate 
in that election. 

The council by a 4 to O vote passed an urgency 
ord~ance esta~lnR'erlterJato r,1 o• lde t,erMK 
for sewer connections not to exceed six in any one 
calendar month in the San Juan sewer 
moratorium area in the northwestern section of 
Belmont. The city engineer was authorized to 
provide backup pumper trucks for emergency 
service. 
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Misuse of Official . ity Seal Charged 
Belmont CH)' Clerk 

James McLaugblln Tburs­
dlly night IID8rify charged 
tile city manager with mta­
uctn,r fbe official city seal 
aQd 1he city attorney with 
gtving the City Council 
ecroneous information at a 
meeting last week. 

He bu asked the COIDlcll 
ta "take=Epropriate 
action" reg the man­
ager's alleged 
tation, and to stra~hten 
oat a miz-up invol a 
proposed condomin um 
development. 

City Attomey Ken Dlck­
eJ'.8()11 already had left the 
m;eeting by the time 
~cLaugblin iHued bis 
cqmplaint. The council is 
al$inl him ,for· assurance 
U..t ff did the right thing at 
ttte Nov. 14 meeting in 
qtJestion. 

;Councilwoman Pam Ket­
c,am - who had voted 

:£ainst following the 
vice of the city attorney 

city manager concern­
inf the development that 

night - was most adamant clerk bad speclflcally 
the allegations should be informed her not to sip 
investilated. the maps since not all con-

''Th1s ls extremely nected documents &act fees 
importantt Mrs. Ketcbarn were in. 
safd. "It s not the first But, on the advice of City 
time the city manager has Attorney Dickerson, Mayor 
taken things upon himself pro-tem Walter Worthge 
and the council has rubber appointed Councilman WU­
stamped it." ham s city 

City Manager James clerk pro-tern, authorizing 
DeChaine asked for "spe- him to sip the maps to 
ciflc allegations" and said forward to the county. 
the councilwoman waa The two devefopers 
"way off base." immediately produced 

The dispute stems from . their final maps for on-tbe­
the council's discussion at I spot stgning. 
a.m. Nov. 15 of two pro- Dickerson had said the 
posed projects - the Bel 
Arbor and Chateau con-
dominiums. 

entire procedure was 
within the law and that 
Mrs. O'Dea was breaking 
tlle law by refu1tn1 to 
carr!tout her duties as 
depu city clerk. 

Mc aughlin called the 
early morning action 
'' ridiculous and unprece­
dented." He said the coun­
cil was fully aware of his 
instructions to bis deputy. 

11le map for Bel Arbor 
was returned to the city by 
the County Clerk's Office 
on Nov. 1', askinl that the 
city seal be attached and a 
certificate corrected. The 

Representatives of both 
developers were at that 
meeting urging the council 
to approve . final maps for 
their projects and speed 
development ahead. 

map was returned and 
recorded by Friday with a 
citJ_ lleal on it, be added. 

JJcLaugblm is claiming 
thait, according to eovem­
R181rt code, the city clerk is 
tire only city official 
autborizeil to use the city 
seal. The official seal is 
kept locked in his office 
and the one apparently 
used by the city manager is 
"some type of replica," he 
claimed. 

r,igardlng appointment of a 
city clerk • pro-tem," he 
said. . 

"It was very obvious that 
the city manager had no 
right to use the city seal 
and that his use of a seal 
other than the official city 
seal deceived the county 
recorder," McLaughlin 
added. 

However, McLaughlin 
was on vacation at that 
time and his deputy, Jean 
O'Dea, was filling ln. She 
told the council the city 

'1t was very obvious that 
the city attorney was 
to Uy mistaken in bis 
i rpretation of the law 

The council, with the 
exception of Mrs. Ket­
cham, failed to uphold the 
rights and responsibilities 
of the clerk, be related. 

He asked the manager to 
tum over all documents in 
his possession involving 
Chateau Condominiums 
which have not been sub-

mitted to the county for 
processing, as well as the 
city seal be used. 

t>echaine said he bellev­
eis everything done that 
evening was proper and 
Within the advice of the 
city attorney. He pointed 
out that the seal be used is 
kept in his office for use 
when the city clerk is not 
available. 1 

In the past, he said, the 
council bas specifically 
directed the clerk to leave 
his seal in an unlocked 
cabinet. 

The. manager said be was 
simply carrying out the 
city attorney's advice. 

llardwick said be parttci~ 

pated in the P.rocedure with 
the attorney s assurance it 
was legal to do so. 

Mrs. Ketcham said the 
matter should be "followed 
through" by some authority 
blgber than the city attor­
n~. She called t,he coun­
cil s action laat week "a 
sham" - especially since 
the developers were wait­
ing with the maps in their 
briefcases. 

However, Councilman 
John Mcinerney dlsmilllecl 
the dispute as "an in-bowie 
fight." He said both the 
clerk and the council­
woman have been at odds 
with the manager for some 
time. 
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Merged Prope~ty lsSue_ COntillues 
to Be ·devil Belmont 

An impassioned plea by a 65-year-old Belmont man, 
who told bow be bad borrowed money over the years to 
pay taxes and for bonds on his property as a hedge 
against bis retirement years, highlighted a City Council 
bearing this week in Belmont. 

commissioner in that city who represented two Belmont 
landowners, outlined the philosophy of the other side. 

Borges said most of the lots fall within the normal 
state category of 50-foot frontage and 5,000 square feet 
and would never be considered as substandard oo the 
state level. Mitchell Herzog, 3214 Upper Lock Ave., spoke on the 

issue - a state-mandated merger of undeveloped prop­
erties when they are situated beside another property of 
the same owner, if the undeveloped property fails to 
meet zoning standards. 

The new law, effective last January, provides for 
redress through the City Council and for a hearing 
before that council. Belmont conducted its hearing 
Wednesday. 

He said lawmakers were shocked at the fact that 
Belmont · planned to use the law on a 80-foot and 
6,000-square-foot minimum. He asserted that he bad 
personally contacted Larry Chimbole, the Southern Cali­
fornia assemblyman who authored the law, and bad been 
assured by Chimbole that it was never meant for such 
situations as Belmont had in mind, but applied to areas 
with 25-foot lots and such. 

"This is property robbery," declared Herzog. He 
told how he bad paid taxes for many years, looking to his 
retirement. 

He asked that an ordinance be adopted to "take the 
173 affected owners off the hook." , 

Landholders asked why anyone should be penalized 
for owning a substandard pair of lots together, or a 
substandard lot next to a standard one, when down the 
street owners of substandard lots that were not adjacent 
were not touched. 

"Now when I need it most, you take it away," he 
said. '1 had banked on it." 

A parade of landholders of affected properties in the 
San Juan Canyon area and Plateau and Skymont neigh­
borhoods registered objections. Several landholders agreed, because of the long 

meeting and the need for lengthy individual hearings, to 
submit their protests in writing to the city. 

A final baH hour of the hearing was given to the 
other side - leaders of neighborhood improvement 
associations. After hearing the neighborhood association leaders, 

the council closed the hearing but adjourned further 
council discussion to its first meeting in December. 

They charged that the landholders were speculators 
and investors and even said that merging two adjacent 
properties would' not cause much financial loss to the 
owner. 

John Stoddard, president of Cipriani Homeowners 
Association, led off the attack on the merger relief. 

Frank Borges of San Mateo, a former planning Stoddard said the Belmont zoning laws had been in 

effect 10 years and should not be changed. He charged 
that every person who owned a merged lot is a "real 
estate investment speculator,"· and claimed that "lot 
owners have held their lots and profited handsomely -
with the value doubled, tripled and quadrllpled." 

Stoddard said the merged lot might be a liability in 
the past but not today, that demand was so great Uiat on 
the larger lot one could build a house for $80,000 and sell 
it for $185,000." 

Jo Ann Berridge, president of Belmont Heights 
Improvement Association, supported Stoddard, and 
reminded that if the minimum size ordinance is changed 
to require 50-foot rather than 60-foot widths, it must be 
applied citywide. "And we are talking about the future," 
she said. 

Jo Moorhouse, Cipriani vice president, charged that 
"most of these people are speculators." 

John B. Miller, president of McDougal Homeowner 
Association, said he feared community crowding, and 
said his association stands "against any reduction of 
existing standards.'' . 

Floyd Sampson, president of the Plateau-Skymont 
Homeowners Association, said he felt some lots could be 
made standard by a simple lot-line adjustment, adding , 
"San Juan Canyon is a time bomb.'' 

Sarppson asked the council to take a field trip and 
see the lots. 

Cora Feierbacb told the council that the sewage 
problem is so great that right now the pump at San J~an 
Canyon is broken down and that trucks are movmi 

-----

sewage out. She said the stench was awfui. and that the 
"state has given us the right to say no.'' 

Rose Ozwirk, longtime Homeview Association 
member, said people in her neighborhood were paying 
$400 and $500 to clean out sewage pipes and that the 
problem is due to pressure on the lines in the area. 

Vice Mayor Walt Wortbge asked for a staff report 
on dry slope and wet sJm,e situation, and the capacity of 
the proposed sewage pl'ant. 

The Worthge recommendations included corre­
spondence with the author of the law to determine its 
basic purpose, as well as with the state legislative 
analyst. 

Councilman William Hardwick said taxpayers 
should deserve consideration if they had put out money 
for taxes and bonds for years. 

"Property owners have rights," he said. "If you 
take them away from them, you take them away from 
yourseH.'' 

Hardwick also said he was concerned at potential 
litigation. 

Councilman John Mcinerney said be though the 
council had to think in terms of an environmental impact 
report. 

Councilman Pam Ketcham thought the county 
. should be notified of the merger notices so that prospec­

tive buyers be warned. 
M,ayor Gonsalves said that which lots will be 

merged will depend on a close study of partiucular 
conditons. 



Attorney Kenneth Dickerson presented a letter to the City Clerk pro tempore William Hardwick. 
Council on Nov. 2.8 claiming that City Clerk James McLaughlin had instructed O'Dea not to sign the maps 
McLaughlin's assertion that his advice was erroneous as neither the sepia or cloth copies had been filed at the 
was without foundation. City Clerk's office. Also, no bonds, fees or insurance 

At the Nov. 14 meeting Dickerson, in the absence of certificates or agreements for the Bel Arbor subdivision 
McLaughlin and Mayor l-"'rank Gonsalves, advised Vice had been signed, as far as McLaughlin and his deputy 
Mayor Walter Worthge that under Section 36804 of the knew. Only unsigned copies were delivered. 
Government Code, "If the City Clerk is absent, the Deputy McLaughlin therefore felt that his deputy was com­
City Clerk shall act. If there is none, the Mayor shall plying with the law in accordance with his instructions 
appoint one of the Councilmt'l as City Clerk pro tern- and that the signing of the maps at 1:10 a.m. on Nov. 15 
pore." , was ridiculous and unprecedented. 

Dickerson's advice, according to McLaughlin, was Dickerson felt that, in the absence of the City Clerk and 
erroneous because the Deputy City Clerk Jean O'Dea was the refusal of O'Dea to sign the final maps, the City in 
present and because the City Manager James DeChaine effect did not have a City Clerk that was present or a 
and members of the Council knew McLaughlin was in Deputy City Clerk who would perform the duties of the 
town attending to urgent personal business. City Clerk according to law. He therefore felt that Section 

The purpose of appointing a City Clerk iro tempore was 36804 of the Government Code was properly invoked. 
to facilitate the signing ·of the Final Maps for the Bel DeChaine, on instructions from Hardwick, affixed the 
Arbor subdivision and, as it turned out, the Chateau City Seal with a seal whose existence was unknown until 

Advice To Council 
then. Under Section 40811 the City Clerk is the custodian of 
the City Seal which he keeps under lock and key. 

Dickerson said in his letter, that he took nQ position -at 
this time as to th~ right of the City Clerk to lock up the City 
Seal when he is away and has an appointed Deputy City 
Clerk. 

Eve Sterry ex-councilwoman, said she could not un­
derstand the Council being rushed to sign these maps at 
1:10 a.m. "Under the Govemment Code there is a 21 day 
period from submission of the maps to signing .... why the 
rush with a facsimile seal? I can't understand the 
reasons." 

Worthge asked Dickerson if it was within the Council's 
prerocative to rescind their action or, "if it a fait ac­
compli regardless and do you believe we acted legally?" 

Dickerson replied it was legal and then suggested a 
hearing under oath, " .... if you want a blood-letting." 

Gonsalves advised the Council to be more cautious as 
they were subjecting themselves to unnecessary 
criticism, "Another six or seven hours could have been 

waited . for proper handling ." 
Kirsten Andersen, Homeview Homeowner's 

Association, commended McLaughlin saying, "It is good 
to have an elected official we can really trust" 

Councilman John Mcinerney moved that the City At­
torney's Jetter of report be accepted , 

City Council approved the resolution confirming 
DeChaine's appointment of Warren H. Shafer, from the 
City of Claremont, as the new Assistant City 
Manager Finance Director at a salary of $1943 per 
month. · 

Sterry, coordinator of Heritage ~f the Wooded Hills, 
p-esented the Council with a check totalling $1430 as part 
repayment of the Joan to produce this historical book on 
Belmont. The $1430 came from sales of the book and other 
sources. 

Worthge requested that Sterry coordinate the 
distribution of the book with Gonsalves complimen · 
her on behalf of the Council. 



t 

~ 
// 2.,j_- 17 

Belmont Advisory ·Group 
Bars Homeowner Presidents 

In a split decision this week, the Belmont City 
Council voted to immediately prohibit presidents of local 
homeowners associations from serving on the communi­
ty's Citizens Advisory Committee. 

r-ial;ilr• J/liiHlll!lr~~d John Mcinerney 
had sought to enact the ban effective Oct. 1, 1978, so that 
it wouldn't affect any present members or nominees. 

As a result, of the council action, a member of the 
committee, Joann Berridge, and a nominee to the com­
mittee, Floyd Samson, will not be able to serve unless 
they resign their association posts. 

Samson, president of the Skymont-Plateau Home­
owners Association, had asked the council to reconsider 
its policy. 

Every year, each homeowners association nomi­
nates one of its members to serve on the committee 
which makes recommenations to the City Council on 
many city issues. 

The council looked at the list of nominees recently 
and approved every one except Samson. Council mem­
bers announced it was going to be a policy Crom now on 
to exclude association presidents from serving. 

However, Samson, who also has been a member of 
the Parks and Recreation Commission, said he believes 
the policy was specifically aimed at his nomination. 
Some council members, be said, didn't want him on the 
committee because his views and philosophies often 
conflict with theirs. 

He objected to Councilwoman Pam Ketcham's 
interpretation that the policy would not be retroactive 
and that Mrs. Berridge, also a homeowner association 
president, wouldn't have to resign. 

He called the opposition to his appointment "petty 
politics." 

"If we can't have some disagreement and dispute, 
it's a pretty sad day," Samson said. 

Resident Jean Whatley said anyone can see that the 
council was _simply trying to exclude Samson. The rule 
should be retroactive if It Is going to be fair, she said. 

Samson, she stated, should be given the opportunity 
to resign his association post and be a member of the 
CAC if he desires. 

Another resident, Rose Ozberl, pointed out that aot 
every association has enough active members to partlci~ 
pate in all committees and sometimes the penons who 
are best qualified and have the time must serve Oil 
several bodies. 

But, several homeowner association representative, 
supported the council's earlier stand. They said that the 
two duties - association president and CAC member -
are conflicting and one person can't give both Jobs equal 
justice. 

Councilman Mcinerney said he doesn't believe one 
person can't handle both jobs. A conflict of interest 
doesn't necessarily exist, he said. 

Councihnan Walter Worthge said Samson's name on 
the list of nominees merely brought the potential prob­
lem to light. He said an individual must be dedicated to 
his or her homeowner association first and fQremosl It's 
not possible, he related, for that person to serve on a 
"non-political, supposedly across-the-board committee" 
at the same time. 

It's unfortunate, C.V1n11H111an Hardwick said, that 
the problem came up at the same time a list of nominees 
was under consideration. That's why, he said, he was 
proposing a 1978 starting date. The council turned it 
down. 

Worthge noted that he never intended Mrs. Berridge 
to continue holding both positions. She would have to 
make a choice, he noted; 



Belmont won't 
halt · variances 

An attempt to hold "in abeyance" all ap­
plications for variances, encroachments and 
subdivisions in Belmont failed last night by a 3 to 2 
vote of the Belmont Clty Council. 

The motion by Councilwoman Pamela Ketcham 
received the support of Councllwomhn Meg 
Buckley but the three men on the council voted 
against it. 

Mrs. Ketcham's motion came after former 
mayor and councilman Robert Jortes declared the 
city has not had an overall review of the General 
Plan since 1972 and proposed the imposition of a 
moratorium on building until completion of a 
General Plan study. 

Former Councilwoman Eve Sterry supported 
Jones, declaring, "I hope the council will adopt a 
moratorium." She said zoning was not consistent 
with the General Plan in many respects. 

John Stoddard, chairman of the review com­
mittee , said the group is in the process of taking 
recommendations to the Planning Commission. A 
second meeting of the Committee with the com­
mission will be held tonight. 

Stoddard said most important part of the study 
on "whether we can or cannot build" has to do 
with restraints - sewage, water and street 
capacities, noise level and water runoff. 

The council heard former mayor and coun­
cilman Joseph J. Zucca describe the operations of 
the South County Garbage and Refuse District. 
He said rates at the Marsh Road Dump probably , 
would have to be r,aised and predicted that 
"unless something happens" in the next year or so 
the district probably will be phased out. 

The council decided to take no position on tax 
initiative Proposition 13 or Proposition 8 on the 
June 6 ballot. 

Mayor Walter Worthge read a memorandum 
from City Planner Neal J. Martin in which he 
stated he lelt allegations by former CQun­
cilwoman Sterry in regards to land-use actions by 
the council were unfounded. Mrs. Sterry said she 
felt the memo was "no reply." 

The council will meet tomorrow at 7:30 p.rn. at 
the Twin Pines Lodge with the Finance Com­
mission for preliminary review of the 1978-79 
budget; problems relative to the city.'s computer. 
and Sugarloaf annexation proposal. 



Counc-ilman Seeks to ' 

DUmp Belmont Critic 
Belmont Councilman William Hardwick dropped a 

bombshell motion Monday night when he aaked that no 
person suing the city be permitted to serve on a commil­
sion or committee. 

His explosive motion specifically aaked for the 
removal of resident Mark Reeves -. who baa 111ed the 
council and several city offlclall over a condominium · 
conversion process - from the Citizens Advilory and 
General Plan Review committees. 

The unexpected action trlgered angry outbunts 
from stunned members of the audience, who cbarged 
Hardwick with trying to take away the bulc rflhta d 
citizens. . 

Councilwoman Meg Buckley called Hardwick' • 
rmve "the biggest witch bunt this city baa ever perp• 
trated," and Councilwoman Pam Ketcbam •ald the 
action bad destroyed what PJ'OIN!I• the divided council 
had made toward unity. 

"Mr. Hardwick baa absolutely •pllt the comm~ 
lty," Mrs .Ketcham •ald, adding that Ille WU "utterly 
shocked" by the motion. 

The remaining two council members, Mayor Walt 
Worthge and Frank Gonsalves, •ald little In Nlpon •e to 
the motion. 

· .. 1 don't think we're splitting the community by 
saying what we feel," Worthge •ald In defm •e d Hard­
wick's motion. 

The audience shouted back, "Ye• you are." 
Hardwick, the council' • senior member, after a 

series d additional motions, softened the blow and llid 
be would personally dlscuu the llsue with Reev•. 

The council eventually unanimously approved a 
motion to ~ble the brouhaha. 

Hardwick's motion came u Mayor WortJqre 1ave a 
. report on recent Joint meetin,s betWeen the council and 
lts appointed groups. · 

Reeves' suit - wblcb 1a slowly wlndin, lts way 
torward trial In San MaMateoeo County Superior Court 
- alleges that the council broke the law numerou • Um• 
when it approved the final maps for two condornlnlum 
cmverslons In the late hours of a November meett111. 

In the absence of the city cl~k, Hardwick wu 
appointed acting city clerk by the council 10 that he 
could slgn the maps. · 

••1 dm't feel any person who brlnp mlt agaln•t the 
city should be a member of a clty commlss1on or 
board," ~lck sald. He specifically asked for the 
removal of Reevea, who wu appointed to the CAC only 
slx months ago. 

Anyone who attempt • to wear both bats causes 
great expense to the city and shouldn't be a member d 
the city family, Hardwick •aid. 

"In other words, to be allowed to serve th1a clty, I 
must ;tve up my right to sue the clty. Isn't that what lt 
amounts to?" asked resident Llda Paetzke, a memba" d 
theCAC. 

John Stoddard d the General Plan Review Commit­
tee •aid the prop01ed actiQn preJIJdl• whether the mlt 
Is good or blMI for the clty. A cltlzen, he said, •• the 
clty ln good faith that be II doing the right thing for all 
parties concerned. 

"One wonders bow many more rulea you'll make up 
aa you go alq," •ald M4ke Allen, CAC chairman . 

Only one speaker, Ferdinand Glullanl,approved of 
Hardwlct's attempt. 

"I am appalled at those who 1!fe appalled,"Glullanl 
sald. "If be la going to sue the city, be should have the 
decency to get off the bOIU'.d for the city he'I luiJII." 

Asked lf the motion was even le,al, Clty Attorney 
Ken Dickerson •aid, "The council baa the right to 
remove anyooe that servea at lts pl•sure." 

DlckerllOII also ii named In the sult and bu, In 
return, filed a ,100,000 libel alt agaln•t Reeves. 

"I had contemplated •ometblng like this JDllbt 
occur,•• Reeves told the council. He later said, bow.,.,, 
the action Monday night cqht blm totally off pant. 

He •aid he wouldn't fllbt bls removal but be would 
"work twice aa bard to look Into 1C11De d the fllllll)' 
tbinls that have been goingoo In the city of Belmont.•• 

"I am not gomg to dllappelr from the Belmont 
acene because you removed me," Reev• said, calllJII 
the motion "political." 

After more crlticlsm from speakers, Hardwick 
withdrew bis orlllnal motion and, lnltead, moved to 
remove Reeves from the CAC "fer lncon•iltencla In bis 
application." The second came from Gonsalva. 

He said Reeva claimed he w11 a reipstered voter ln 
Belmont on Sept. 7 when he actually reliltered «.1 Oct. 
31. 
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Reeves later said tbe re,iiltratlon corifuslon w• due 
to bis move back to tbe city of Belmont after llvlilt In 
San Carlos for three montbl. 

"There has been IOllle Vf!!l"J strong manipulation by 
you three men (on the council) and 11m1e otbera In tbe 
~ommunlty," Mr•. Ketcham cbarled, 

Reeves asked for a full bearing to· get tbe facta Ollt. 
"Frankly, I think you do an excellmt Job," Hard· 

wick told him. 

, Gonsalves then 11ked to continue the Issue uDtll tile 
next meeting, noting that "there·are other potnta I wow,t 
llke to have cleared." 

Mr•. Buckley accused Hardwick of contradlctlnJ 
himself, giving all sort• ci reason• Reeve• must go. 

Finally, Hardwick moved to table tbe whole Issue,' 
p~lng to talk it aver with Reeve•. · 
, . ''Nothing mv come of il Sometblng may mneof 

it. J don't know at tbi• time," Wortbge said. 
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1Oust commissioner' move 
brings protests in Belmont 

By O'ITO TALLENT 
Veteran Belmont City Councilman William H. 

Hardwick last night ignited a verbal explosion in 
the Belmont City Hall by moving to remove Mark 
~eeves, who has filed·swt against the city, from 
two city committees on which he serves. 

Hardwick made a motion that Reeves, a 23-
year-old political science major at San Francisco 
State University, be removed from the Citizens' 
Advisory Committee and the General Review 
Plan Committee. 

Hardwick said his motion. was made because of 
the suit aga{nst the city and asked that the ·action 
set precedent p0licy for all appointive members of 
boards, commissions and commissions. Coun-. 
cilman Frank Gonsalve. seconded his motion. 

Thie: nrecinltAtetf vprh1=1I hl1=1c:ts from the two 

women members of the council and several 
persons from the audience. 

Hardwick changed his motion to dismissal of 
Reeves because of inconsistency in his application 
for the CAC post. Gonsalves -again seconded the 
motion. He said, "Because you're suing the city 
has no bearing on my part," but there are "other 
reasons." He did not elaborate. 

Hardwick's next motion was to postpone action 
on Reeves' removal until May 22; it was seconded 
by Mayor Walter Worthge. A{ter more spirited 
debate, Hardwick moved to table the matter and 
said he would "sit down and talk with Mark." 

Reeves filed suit against the city over con­
version of 230 units at Bel Arbor on Davey Glen 
Way from apartments to condominiums. He 
claims the original map had expired. $45.000 in 
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storm drainage fees had not been paid, the ap­
pointment of a clerk pro tern to sign papers was 
illegal, and the city seal was misused. 

Reeves filed the suit without beneflt of an at­
torney, but now Richard Gardella, former Red­
wood City city attorney, is representing him in the 
suit. Robert Blatt, a Redwood City attorney, is 
handling his defense of a libel suit brought by 
Belmont City Attorney Kenneth Dickerson. 

Hardwick;s reference to Reeves' residency 
came as a result of Reeves moving temporarily 
from Belmont to Redwood City after the apart­
ment in which Reeves lived was converted to 
condominium. Reeves lived in Belmont from July 
of 1976 to March of 1977. He moved back to 
Belmont in September of 1977, was appointed by 
tlte council to the CAC in October of 1977 Q,nd to the 

General Plan Review Committee in November of 
1977. 

Councilwoman Pamela Ketcham declared, 
"I'm utterly shocked that in this democracy we 
have this type of mentality," referring to Hard­
wick's suit-against-the-city policy. 

Mrs. Ketcham declared, "Someone is very 
frightened." She charged that there were "some 
very strong manipulations among you three men 
(Hardwick, Gonsalves and Worthge) to get rid of 
Mark Reeves." 

Councilwoman Meg Buckley declared, "I'm so 
shocked by all these motions. This is the biggest 
witchhunt the city has ever had." 

Mrs. Buckley said Reeves was one of the hard-
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MARK REEVES 
'funny things going on' 

WILLIAM HARDWICK 
'I'll talk with Mork' 

Reev~s fights 
Belmont ouster 

(9>fttinued from PQe 1 l 
est working members of ."two · hardworking 
committees." 

Mrs. Eve Sterry, former councilwoman, told 
the council that in her "long years in Belmont I've 
never heard · anything more deplorable" (than 
Hardwick's proposal). She then resigned as 
coordinator of the sale of books on the history of 
Belmont. She also said she was contemplating 
suing the city over land-use projects that have 
been approved by the council. 

Michael Allen, chairman of the CAC, said, "One 
wonders how many more rules you (the council) 
will make up as you go along." 

Reeves declared that if he were removed from 
the two committees, "I am not going to disappear 
from the Belmont scene because you are 
removing me." . , 

"I think it is a political decision, and I will work 
twice as h.!rd looking at funny things going on in 
Belmont," Reeves said. 

Several members of the audience went to the 
podium to say they were appalled by Hardwick's 
proposal. Only one from the audience who spoke 
in favor was former mayor and .counc,lman 
Ferdinand Giuliani, who said, "I agree with 
Hardwick and Gonsalves." He said Reeves should 
have had the de~ency to get off the committees 
after suing the city. 




