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Councilman Quits

Jones: '‘Right Time to Go'

Belmont City Coun-
cilman Bob Jones, who has
produced more than one
surprise in his seven years
on the council, uncorked
the biggest one of all last
Wednesday night, an-
nouncing unexpectedly
that he would step down,
effective immediately. -

Jones made the an-
nouncement at a special
council meeting regarding
development in the long
controversial San Juan
Canyon Area.

It is expected he will be
replaced by council ap-
pointment, although the
council could call for a
special election to fill the

cheduled to expire with

henext council election, in
Aarch.
Jones said his

esignation stemmed from
xtreme time limitations
trought on by his
harketing firm, which has
Ifices in both Belmont and
n Francisco.

tFollowing the meeting,
Pnes said he had been
Criously considering
ftirement for three
Months, despite a widely
:1d public perception that
: was girding himself for
re-election bid.

“It had been said of me
iat I was running again,
it I never considered it,”
* commented.
COLORFUL RECORD
fones’ retirement

brought an end to a colorful
career, one that included
two terms @s mayor of
Belmont as well as an
abortive run for congress
against Leo Ryan.

It was a career marked
by frequent controversy
and a public speaking style
that few would have ter-
med subdued.

Jones, saying the council
had finally reached a
degree of unity how to
control development in the
San Juan area, said this
would be an idea] time to
step down, and conceded
that he had often had been
a source of division on the
council.

weleome sight,”” he ad-
mitted. “I've been known
for kind of kicking rear
ends, and I’ve made some
trouble and noise.”

SOUND AND FURY

Jones made most of his
noise this past year by
protesting against un-
controlled construction in
currently undeveloped
areas.

His efforts to slow
growth included an un-
successful motion for a
city-wide building
moratorium; several votes
to forbid private lan-
downers from building
homes on their property;
an unsuccessful effort -to
prevent full or part-time
real estate agents from
mwl_g on city com-

missions, and a vow to join
a now-defunct citizens’
petition drive to halt all
building in the city.

Jones commented that
land use is likely to remain
a critical issue in Belmont,
arguing that it is critical
‘“to preserve the integrity
of Belmont while allowing
for some growth.”

NO RETURN

Jones noted that he
doesn’t ever expect to
serve on the city council
again, but in times of civic
trial he doesn’t entirely
rule olit the possiblity of
taking public stands on

e r——
-

issues that concern him.

“If the city council goes
off halfcocked in the
future, as it does from time
to time, I might let them
know how I feel,”’” he said.

Of all the satlsfying
moments during his
career, Jones called the
city campaign to acquire
Twin Pines Park in 1970 by

far the biggest high ar

“I think we did a classic
job in selling something
that was needed to
Belmont citizens. In the
end they approved it by 84
percent.”

“That I'll never forget,”
he said.
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Merged Property Issue Continues
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An lmpassxoned plea by a 65-year-old Belmont man,
who told how he had borrowed money over the years to
pay taxes and for bonds on his property as a hedge
against his retirement years, highlighted a City Council
hearing this week in Belmont.

Mitchell Herzog, 3214 Upper Lock Ave., spoke on the
issue — a state-mandated merger of undeveloped prop-
erties when they are situated beside another property of
the same owner, if the undeveloped property fails to
meet zoning standards

The new law, effective last January, provides for
redress through the City Council and for a hearing
before that council. Belmont conducted its hearing
Wednesday.

““This is property robbery,” declared Herzog. He
told how he had paid taxes for many years, looking to his
retirement.

“Now when I need it most, you take it away,” he
said. “I had banked on it.”

A parade of landholders of affected propertxes in the
San Juan Canyon area and Plateau and Skymont neigh-
berhoods registered objections.

A final half hour of the hearing was given to the
other side — leaders of neighborhood improvement
associations.

They charged that the landholders were speculators
and investors and even said that merging two adjacent
properties would' not cause much financial loss to the
owner.

Frank Borges of San Mateo, a former planning

commissioner in that city who represented two Belmont
landowners, outlined the philosophy of the other side.

Borges said most of the lots fall within the normal
state category of 50-foot frontage and 5,000 square feet
and would never be considered as substandard on the
state level. 7

He said lawmakers were shocked at the fact that
Belmont planned to use the law on a 60-foot and

_ 6,000-square-foot minimum. He asserted that he had

personally contacted Larry Chimbole, the Southern Cali-
fornia assemblyman who authored the law, and had been
assured by Chimbole that it was never meant for such
situations as Belmont had in mind, but applied to areas
with 25-foot lots and such.

He asked that an ordinance be adopted to ‘‘take the
173 affected owners off the hook.” .

Landholders asked why anyone should be penalized
for owning a substandard pair of lots together, or a
substandard lot next to a standard one, when down the
street owners of substandard lots that were not adjacent
were not touched.

Several landholders agreed, because of the long
meeting and the need for lengthy individual hearings, to
submit their protests in writing to the city.

After hearing the neighborhood association leaders,
the council closed the hearing but adjourned further
council discussion to its first meeting in December.

John Stoddard, president of Cipriani Homeowners
Association, led off the attack on the merger relief.

Stoddard said the Belmont zoning laws had been in

effect 10 years and should not he changed. He charged
that every person who owned a merged lot is a ‘“real
estate investment speculator,” and claimed that ‘‘lot
owners have held their lots and profited handsomely —
with the value doubled, tripled and quadrupled.

Stoddard said the merged lot might be a liability in
the past but not today, that demand was so great that on
the larger lot one could build a house for $80,000 and sell
it for $185,000.”

Jo Ann Berridge, president of Belmont Heights
Improvement Asseociation, supported Stoddard, and
reminded that if the minimum size ordinance is changed
to require 50-foot rather than 80-foot widths, it must be
applied citywide. “‘And we are talking about the future,”
she said.

Jo Moorhouse, Cipriani vice president, charged that
“most of these people are speculators.”

John B. Miller, president of McDougal Homeowner
Association, said he feared community crowding, and
said his association stands ‘‘against any reduction of
existing standards.”

Floyd Sampson, president of the Plateau-Skymont
Homeowners Association, said he felt some lots could be
made standard by a simple lot-line adjustment, adding ,
“San Juan Canyon is a time bomb.”

n asked the council to take a field trip and
see the lots.

Cora Feierbach told the council that the sewage
problem is 5o great that right now the pump at San Juan
Canyon is broken down and that trucks are moving

sewage out. She said the stench was awful and that the
“‘state has given us the right to say no.”

Rose Ozwirk, longtime Homeview Association s

member, said people in her neighborhood were paying
$400 and $500 to clean out sewage pipes and that the
problem is due to pressure on the lines in the area.

Vice Mayor Walt Worthge asked for a staff report
on dry slope and wet s situation, and the capacity of
the proposed sewage p

The Worthge recommendations included corre-
spondence with the author of the law to determine its
basic purpose, as well as with the state legislative
analyst.

Councilman William Hardwick said taxpayers
should deserve consideration if they had put out money
for taxes and bonds for years.

‘‘Property owners have rights,” he said. “If you
take them away from them, you take them away from
yourself.”

Hardwick also said he was concerned at potential
litigation.

Councilman John MclInerney said he though the
council had to think in terms of an environmental impact
report.

Councilman Pam Ketcham thought the county

. should be notified of the merger notices so that prospec-

tive buyers be warned.
Mayor Gonsalves said that which lots will be

‘merged will depend on a close study of partiucular

conditm;s.
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Defending his"advics to City Couricil on Nov. 14, City
Attorney Kenneth Dickerson presented a letter to the
Council on Nov. 28 claiming that City Clerk James
McLaughlin’s assertion that his advice was erroneous
was without foundation.

At the Nov. 14 meeting Dickerson, in the absence of
McLaughlin and Mayor Frank Gonsalves, advised Vice
Mayor Walter Worthge that under Section 36804 of the
Government Code, ‘‘If the City Clerk is absent, the Deputy
City Clerk shall act. If there is none, the Mayor shall
appoint one of the Councilmen as City Clerk pro tem-
pore.” ¢

Dickerson’s advice, according to McLaughlin, was
erroneous because the Deputy City Clerk Jean O’Dea was
present and because the City Manager James DeChaine
and members of the Council knew McLaughlin was in
town attending to urgent personal business.

The purpose of appointing a City Clerk pro tempore was
to facilitate the signing of the Final Maps for the Bel
Arbor subdivision and, as it turned out, the Chateau
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Condominiums which were signed at 1:10 a.m. Nov. 15 by
City Clerk pro tempore William Hardwick.

McLaughlin had instructed O’Dea not to sign the maps
as neither the sepia or cloth copies had been filed at the
City Clerk’s office. Also, no bonds, fees or insurance
certificates or agreements for the Bel Arbor subdivision
had been signed, as far as McLaughlin and his deputy
knew. Only unsigned copies were delivered.

McLaughlin therefore felt that his deputy was com-
plying with the law in accordance with his instructions
and that the signing of the maps at 1:10 a.m. on Nov. 15
was ridiculous and unprecedented.

Dickerson felt that, in the absence of the City Clerk and
the refusal of O’Dea to sign the final maps, the City in
effect did not have a City Clerk that was present or a
Deputy City Clerk who would perform the duties of the
City Clerk according to law. He therefore felt that Section
36804 of the Government Code was properly invoked.

DeChaine, on instructions from Hardwick, affixed the
City Seal with a seal whose existence was unknown until

Advice To Council

then. Under Section 40811 the City Clerk is the custodian of
the City Seal which hekeeps under lockandkey.
Dickerson said, in his letter, that he took nq position at
this time as to the right of the City Clerk to lock up the C}ty
Seal when he is away and has an appointed Deputy City
k.
Clgve Sterry, ex-councilwoman, said she could not un-
derstand the Council being rushed to sign these maps at
1:10 a.m. “Under the Government Code the.re is a 21 day
period from submission of the maps to signing....why the
rush with a facsimile seal? I can’t understand the
reasons.” £
Worthge asked Dickerson if it was within the Coupcﬂ s
prerogative to rescind their action or, “if it a fait ac-
compli regardless and do you believe we acted legally?
Dickerson replied it was legal and then suggested a
hearing under oath, “....if you want a blood-letting."”
Gonsalves advised the Council to be more cautious as
were subjecting themselves to unnecessary
gxiegcmm, “Anothjer six or seven hours could have been

waited for proper handling.”

Kirsten Andersen, Homeview Homeowner’s
Association, commended McLaughlin saying, “It is good
to have an elected official we can really trust.”

Councilman John McInerney moved that the City At-
torney’s letter of report be accepted. e

City Council approved the resolution confirming
DeChaine’s appointment of Warren H. Shafer, from the
City of Claremont, as the new Assistant City
Manager / Finance Director at a salary of $1943 per
month. 5

Sterry, coordinator of Heritage of the Wooded Hills,
presented the Council with a check totalling $1430 as part
repayment of the loan to produce this historical book on
Belmont. The $1430 came from sales of the book and other
sources.

Worthge requested that Sterry coordinate the
distribution of the book with Gonsalves complimenting
her on behalf of the Council.
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Belmont Advisory Group
Bars Homeowner Presidents

In a split decision this week, the Belmont City
Council voted to immediately prohibit presidents of local
homeowners associations from serving on the communi-
ty’s Citizens Advisory Committee.

Wmd John Mclnerney
had sought to enact the ban effective Oct. 1, 1978, so that

it wouldn’t affect any present members or nominees.

As a result, of the council action, a member of the
committee, Joann Berridge, and a nominee to the com-
mittee, Floyd Samson, will not be able to serve unless
they resign their association posts.

Samson, president of the Skymont-Plateau Home-
owners Association, had asked the council to reconsider
its policy.

Every year, each homeowners association nomi-
nates one of its members to serve on the committee
which makes recommenations to the City Council on
many city issues.

‘The council looked at the list of nominees recently
and approved every one except Samson. Council mem-
bers announced it was going to be a policy from now on
to exclude association presidents from serving.

However, Samson, who also has been a member of
the Parks and Recreation Commission, said he believes
the policy was specifically aimed at his nomination.
Some council members, he said, didn’t want him on the
committee because his views and philosophies often
conflict with theirs.

He objected to Councilwoman Pam Ketcham’s
interpretation that the policy would not be retroactive
and that Mrs. Berridge, also a homeowner association
president, wouldn’t have to resign.

He called the opposition to his appointment ‘‘petty
politics.”

“If we can’t have some disagreement and dispute,
it’s a pretty sad day,” Samson said.

Resident Jean Whatley said anyone can see that the
council was simply trying to exclude Samson. The rule
should be retroactive if it is going to be fair, she said.

Samson, she stated, should be given the opportunity
to resign his association post and be a member of the
CAC if he desires.

Jem to light. He said an individu

Another 1esident, Rose Ozberg, pointed out that aoe
every association has enough active members to partici-
pate in all committees and sometimes the persons who
are best qualified and have the time must serve m
several bodies.

But, several homeowner association repruenhﬁvei
supported the council’s earlier stand. They said that the
two duties — association president and CAC member —
are conflicting and one person can’t give both jobs equn;l
justice.

Councilman Mcineirney said he doesn’t believe one
person can’t handle both jobs. A conflict of inter«t
doesn’t necessarily exist, he said.

Councilman Walter Worthge said Samson’s name on
the list of nominees merely the potential prob-
must be dedicated to
his or her homeowner association first and foremost. It’s
not possible, he related, for that n to serve on a
“non-political, supposedly across-the-board committee”
at the same time.

It’s unfortunate, Coumeilman Hardwick said, that
the problem came up at the same time a list of nominees
was under consideration. That's why, he said, he was
proposing a 1978 startlng date. The council turned it
down.

Worthge noted that he never intended Mrs. Berridge
to continue -holding both positions. She would have to
make a choice, he noted:



Belmont won't
halt variances

An attempt to hold “‘in abeyance’ all ap-
plications for variances, encroachments and
subdivisions in Belmont failed last night by a3 to 2
vote of the Belmont City Council.

The motion by Councilwoman Pamela Ketcham
received the support of Councilwoman Meg
Buckley but the three men on the council voted
against it.

Mrs. Ketcham’s motion came after former
mayor and councilinan Robert Jories declared the
city has not had an overall review of the General
Plan since 1972 and proposed the imposition of a
moratorium on building until completion of a
General Plan study.

Former Councilwoman Eve Sterry supported
Jones, declaring, “‘I hope the council will adopt a
moratorium.” She said zoning was not consistent
with the General Plan in many respects.

John Stoddard, chairman of the review com-
mittee, said the group is in the process of taking
recommendations to the Planning Commission, A
second meeting of the Committee with the com-
mission will be held tonight.

Stoddard said most important part of the study
on “whether we can or cannot build”’ has to do
with restraints — sewage, water and street
capacities, noise level and water runoff.

The council heard former mayor and coun-
cilman Joseph J. Zucca describe the operations of
the South County Garbage and Refuse District.
He said rates at the Marsh Road Dump probably,
would have to be raised and predicted that
“‘unless something happens” in the next year or so
the district probably will be phased out.

The council decided to take no position on tax
initiative Proposition 13 or Proposition 8 on the
June 6 ballot.

Mayor Walter Worthge read a memorandum
from City Planner Neal J. Martin in which he
stated he felt allegations by former Coun-
cilwoman Sterry in regards to land-use actions by
the council were unfounded. Mrs. Sterry said she
felt the memo was ‘‘noreply.”

The council will meet tomorrow at 7:30 p.m. at
‘the Twin Pines Lodge with the Finance Com-
mission for preliminary review of the 1978-79
budget, problems relative to the city’s computer,

~ and Sugarloaf annexatnon proposal.
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Councilman Seeks to

Dump Belmont Critic

Belmont Councilman Willlam Hardwick dropped a
bombshell motion Monday night when he asked that no
person suing the city be permitted to serve on a commis-
sion or committee.

His explosive motion specifically asked for the
removal of resident Mark Reeves — who has sued the
council and several city officials over a condominium
conversion process — from the Citizens Advisory and
General Plan Review committees.

The unexpected action triggered angry outbursts
from stunned members of the audience, who charged
Hardwick with trying to take away the basic rights of
citizens,

Councilwoman Meg Buckley called Hardwlck’
move ‘“the biggest witch hunt this city has ever
trated,” and Councilwoman Pam Ketcham said
action had destroyed what progress the divided council
had made toward unity..

* “Mr. Hardwick has absolutely split the commun-
ity,” Mrs .Ketcham said, adding that she was “‘utterly
shocked” by the motion.

The remaining two council members, Mayor Walt
Worthge and Frank Gonsalves, said little in response to
the motion.

“I don’t think we’re splitting the community by

saying what we feel,” Worthge said in defense of Hard-

wick’s motion. ,

The audience shouted back, ““Yes you are.”

Hardwick, the council’s senior member, after a
series of additional motions, softened the blow and said
he would personally discuss the issue with Reeves.

The council eventually unnnlmously approved a
motion {o table the brouhaha.

Hardwick’s motion came as Mayor Worthge gave a
-report on recent jolnt meetings between the council and
its appointed group:

Reeves’ sult — which is slowly winding its way
torward trial in San MaMateoeo County Superior Court
— alleges that the council broke the law numerous times
| when it approved the final maps for two condominium
conversions in the late hours of a November meeting.

‘ In the absence of the city clerk, Hardwick was
appointed acting city clerk by the councll so that he
could sign the maps.

] don’t feel any person who brings suit against the
city should be a member of a city commission or

board,” Hardwick said. He specifically asked for the

removal of Reeves, who was appointed to the CAC only
six months ago.
Anyone who attempts to wear both hats causes

. great expense to the city and shouldn’t be a member of

the city family, Hardwick said.

“In other words, to be allowed to serve this city, I
must give up my right to sue the city. Isn’t that what it
at;:o&nxg to?” asked resident Lida Paetzke, a member of

John Stoddard of the General Plan Review Commit-
tee sald the proposed action prejudges whether the suit
is good or bad for the city. A citizen, he said, sues the
city in good faith that he is doing the right thing for all
parties concerned.

“‘One wonders how many more rules you’ll make up
as you go along,” said Mike Allen, CAC chairman.

Only one speaker, Ferdinand Giuliani,approved of
Hardwick’s attempt.

“I am appalled at those who are appalled, "Glulimu
said. ““If he is going to sue the city, he should have the
decency to get off the board for the city he’s suing.”

Asked if the motion was even legal, City Attorney
Ken Dickerson sald, ‘“‘The council has the right to
remove anyone that serves at its pleasure.”

Dickerson also is named in the suit and has, in
return, filed a $100,000 libel suit against Reeves.

“I had contemplated something like this might
occur,” Reeves told the council. He later said, however,
the action Monday night caught him eotallyof! guard.

He said he wouldn’t fight his removal but he would

“work twice as hard to look into some of the funny
things that have been goingon in the city of Belmont.”

*“] am not going to disappear from the Belmont
scene because you removed me,”’ Reeves said, calling
the motion “political.”

After more criticism from speakers, Hardwick
withdrew his original motion and, instead, moved to
remove Reeves from the CAC “‘for inconsistencies in his
application.” The second came from Gonsalves.

He said Reeves claimed he was a registered voter in
Belmont on Sept. 7 when he actually registered on Oct.
31. 3
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'Oust commissioner' move

BE L Mon) T~ CITY Coouc/L

brings protests in Belmont

1 By OTTO TALLENT
Veteran Belmont City Councilman William H.
Hardwick last night ignited a verbal explosion in
the Belmont City Hall by moving to remove Mark
Reeves, who has filed'suit against the city, from
two city committees on which he serves.
Hardwick made a motion that Reeves, a 23-
year-old political science major at San Francisco
State University, be removed from the Citizens’
Advisory Committee and the General Review
| Plan Committee.
| Hardwick said his motion was made because of
the suit against the city and asked that the action
| set precedent policy for all appointive members of
boards, commissions and commissions. Coun-
cilman Frank Gonsalves seconded his motion.
This nrecinitated verhal blasts from the two

storm drainage fees had not been paid, the ap-
pointment of a clerk pro tem to sign papers was
illegal, and the city seal was misused.

Reeves filed the suit without benefit of an at-
torney, but now Richard Gardella, former Red-
wood City city attorney, is representing him in the
suit. Robert Blatt, a Redwood City attorney, is
handling his defense of a libel suit brought by
Belmont City Attorney Kenneth Dickerson.

Hardwick’s reference to0 Reeves’ residency
came as a result of Reeves moving temporarily
from Belmont to Redwood City after the apart-
ment in which Reeves lived was converted to
condominium. Reeves lived in Belmont from July
of 1976 to March of 1977. He moved back to
Belmont in September of 1977, was appointed by
tHe council to the CAC in October of 1977 gnd to the

women members of the council and several
persons from the audience.

Hardwick changed his motion to dismissal of
Reeves because of inconsistency in his application
for the CAC post. Gonsalves-again seconded the
motion. He said, ‘“Because you’re suing the city
has no bearing on my part,”’ but there are ‘‘other
reasons.”’ He did not elaborate.

Hardwick’s next motion was to postpone action
on Reeves’ removal until May 22; it was seconded
by Mayor Walter Worthge. After more spirited
debate, Hardwick moved to table the matter and
said he would ‘“‘sit down and talk with Mark.”

Reeves filed suit against the city over con-
version of 230 units at Bel Arbor on Davey Glen
Way from apartments to condominiums. He
claims the original map had expired, $45.000 in

SR, 7

General Plan Review Committee in November of
1977,

Councilwoman Pamela Ketcham declared,
“I'm utterly shocked that in this democracy we
have this type of mentality,”’ referring to Hard-

- wick’s suit-against-the-city policy.

Mrs. Ketcham declared, ‘‘Someone is very
frightened.” She charged that there were ‘“‘some
very strong manipulations among you three men
(Hardwick, Gonsalves and Worthge) to get rid of
Mark Reeves.”

Councilwoman Meg Buckley declared, *‘I'm so
shocked by all these motions. This is the biggest
witchhunt the city has ever had.”

Mrs. Buckley said Reeves was one of the hard-
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MARK REEVES WILLIAM HARDWICK

‘funny things going on’ I'll talk with Mark’

Reeves fights
Belmont ouster

(Continued from Page 1)
est working members of “‘two hardworking
committees.” it
Mrs. Eve Sterry, former councilwoman, told
the council that in her “long years in Belmont I've

| never heard’ anything more deplorable’”” (than

Hardwick’s proposal). She then resigned as

- coordinator of the sale of books on the history of
- Belmont. She also said she was contemplating

suing the city over land-use projects that have

' been approved by the council.

Michael Allen, chairman of the CAC, said, “One
wonders how many more rules you (the council)
will make up as you go along.”

Reeves declared that if he were removed from
the two committees, *“I am not going to disappear
from the Belmont scene because you are
removing me.” \ 1

“I think it is a political decision, and I will work
twice as hird looking at funny things going on in
Belmont,”’ Reeves said.

Several members of the audience went to the
podium to say they were appalled by Hardwick’s
?roposal. Only one from the audience who spoke

n favor was former mayor and .councilman
Ferdinand Giuliani, who said, “I agree with
Hardwick and Gonsalves.” He said Reeves should
have had the decency to get off the committees
after suing the city.





