
Belman t considefing . flouridating · water, 
Agencies unsure of heal th benefits --enacted that said that any sys

tem serving more than 10,000 
people will put fluoride in the 
water ," said Mid-Peninsula 
Water District General 
Manager Paul Regan. "Now, 
San Francisc 'o must serve 
Belmont with fluoridated 
water ." 

other is off Edgewood Road in 
Redwood City. 

of treating city's water supply 
By Wes Bowers 
Staff Reporter 

BELMONT - the Belmont 
City Council met with the Mid
Peninsula Water District Jan. 
10 to consider fluoridating the 
city's water supply. 

"I would prefer that our 
water not be fluoridated 
because there are health issues 
involved," said Mayor Eleanor 
Hahn . "Sure, putting fluoride 
in the w;ater is good for grow-

ring kids, but it's not good for 
\ other people becaus e of things 
I . 

like MTBE [that could be in the 
water supply]." 

All Peninsula cities north of 
Belmont are receiving fluori
dated water, but Belmont itself 
hasn't been receiving it since 
1957, when the San · Francisco 
Public Utilities Commission 
began reorganizing some of its 
systems and fluoridating cer
tain areas. The commission 
currently designates fluoridat
ing water for 65 percent of 
their customers. 

"In 1998 a state law was 

The SFPUC notified cus
tomers last September that it 
js considering thre~ sites for a 
new water treatment plant in 
the Bc1-y Area, with two of those 
sites planneJ fo'r the 
Peninsula. One site being con
·sidered is off Polhemus Road 
just . south of the Crystal 
Sprin gs Reservoir, and the 

If a plant is built on the 
Peninsula, construction 
wouldn't begin until at least 
2002. 
But , if the SFPUC decides to 

build a plant in Sunol across 
the Bay, construction on that 
plant wouldn't begin until 
2003. Each plant would take at 
least two years to complete . 
The SFPUC is currently dis

cussing where to build the 
new plant, and should have a 
final decision sometime this 
year. 

Either of these plants would 
provide the city of Belmont 

with fluoridated water. 
"I have som e concerns as 

well ," said Councilmember 
Terri Cook. "A college instruc
tor told me once that in some 
areas, fluoride occurs natural
ly, and if you put fluoride into 
the water, you're only replac
ing it where it should be. Is it 
good or bad?" 

"I've read three reports that 
say the fluoride -is good, and 
I've read three reports that 
says it's bad , so you just don't 
know, " said Regan. 

Opponents of fluoridated 
water, such as the Citi zens for 
Safe Drinking Water, claim 
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bypass congested highway traf
fic , and this study will help 
them determine which vehi
cles are doing that . 

'There are 
mornings where 
eight or nine of us 
are waiting . . . 
while all these 
cars pass ·through.' 

Jones said that Publ ic Works 
will take it into consideration. 

"There · are mornings where 
eight or nine of us are waiting 
to get onto Ralston while all 
these cars pass through," said 
Councilmember Pam Rianda, 
a resi dent of the Skymont 
1).eighborhood which is just off 
the Route 92 junction . "I want 
to see that residents have a fair 
share of getting onto Ralston 
rather than wait for transient 
traffic to go through 
Belmont." 
Vice Mayor Dave Warden sug

gested setting up a checkpqint 
on the eastern side of Highway 
101 to determine how much 
traffic is from Redwood Shore · 

as well. 

Pam Rianda, 

Councilmember 

"I think we should consider 
one between Oracle {on 
Redwood Shore s Parkway] and 
the east side of 101 to see how 
much traffic is from 101 to 
Oracle or 101 to Belmont," he 

The study will cost the city 
approximately $30,000, with 
$5,000 to be used for both 
Hastings and Chula Vista 
Drives, and $20,000 to be used 
for the major arteries. 

Funding for Hastings will 
come from the city, and fund
ing for Chula Vista will come 
from the $170,000 
Transportation Fund for Clean 
Air traffic calming grant 
awarded to Belmont in 
October. The major . artery 
studies will be funded from 
the city's engineering/archi
tectural budget. 

' -\ 



Belmont 
to discuss 
bridge plan 
By T.S. Mills Fsaudo 
STAFF WRITER 

BELMONT - Belmont city 
officials are looking at the pro
spect of making travel safe for 
pedestrians and bicyclists on 
the Ralston Avenue interchange· 
by building a bridge for them 
over U.S. Highway 101. 

The Belmont City Council is 
scheduled to discuss the bridge 
plan at its regular meeting at 
7:30 p.m . today in the Twin 
Pines Senior and Community 
Center , 1223 Ralston Ave. The 
city staff wants council mem-

1 hers to address any concerns 
they have with the concept. 

Currently, there are no bike 
lanes on the interchange , and if 
they were to be built , the road 
would have to be expanded , 
saig Duncan Jones, assistant 
city engineer. 

The easier solution would be 
to build a pedestrian/bicyclist 
bridge that would primarily 
benefit Belmont residents who 
work at Redwood Shores busi
nesses such as Oracle, Jones 
said. 

"I'm a bicycle-rider and I 
know the interchange isn't safe 
for riding ," Jones said. 

When the city gets further 
into the project , he said , it will 
conduct studies to see if there 
have been any pedestrian acci
dents on the interchange. 

Jones said Oracle has pro
vided some statistics that show 
the bridge will be well-used. 

This project also includes 
trails from the bridge to connect 
to downtown, the Caltrain sta
tion, and Nesbit Elementary 
School on the west side of 
Highway 10 I, and to the Sports 
Complex and the Redwood 
Shores office parks on the east 
side of the highway. 

The bridge would probably 
come with a price tag of about 
$2.5 million, he said . Of that, 
$1.3 million in state, federal 
and regional grants has been se
cured , Jones said. The city has 
committed $100,000 to the 
project so far. City officials want 
to begin work on the trails that 
will lead to the bridge by 
summer , but Jones slµd it will 
probably be a couple of years 
before construction on the 
bridge begins since it's more 
com1>licated. - ~-



lelmont looKing 
·o establish 
:rench-cut law 
f enacted, city would be only 
1ne in ·county to do so 
Wes Bowers 

ff Reporter 

IELMONT - The city is con
dering a trench cut ordi
mce for utility companies 
1anning to tear up recently 
1ved roads. 
=:ity . Council voted 5-0 last 
'eek to hold a three-year mora
>rium in an effort to look at 
ossible ordinances and the 
~actions certain utilities will 
ave when city streets are 
pened up for maintenance. 
The idea of enforcing such an 
,rdinance stems from recent 
alks with cable provider RCN 
:orp oration, which plans to 
nstall underground cable tele
'ision wiring when and if a 
ranchise deal is closed with 
:he city. 
"Sometime over the summer 

rve decided not to go ahead 
rvith an ordinance , but with 
:ecent companies wanting to 
?rovide service - mostly fiber 
)ptics - we've begun to look at 
possible trench cut ordi
nances," said Public Works 
Director John Curtis. 
In March 1999, Belmont and 

other cities in San Mateo 
County started investigating 
the impacts . of trenching local 
streets, and one of tl1e major 
concerns was pavement degra
dation. The county then began 
organizing an ordinance that 
would require out side facilities 
to pay for the excavation and 
degradation of trenched streets. 

However, the county last June 
decided not to go forth with 
the ordinance, an d other cities 
such as Foster City and San 

Carlos chose not to proceed as 
well. 

"We're looking at forming an 
agreement wi th the utili ty 
companies rather tha n enforc
ing an ordinan ce and a fee," 
said San Mateo County Public 
Works Director Neil Cullen. 
"We looke d at various options 
in finalizi ng an ordin ance, but 
PG&E wasn't in favor of it." 
The coun ty's decision to not 

go forward left only Belmont 
in the process of adopt ing an 
ordinance. The city' s legal 
counsel has advised in recent 
weeks that if the city were to 
go ahead at this point , it could 
m ean poss ible legal action 
from some utilities , which 
happened in Union City. 
Union City has had a fran

chise agreeme nt wi th PG&E 
since 1959 , and in recent 
months amend ed th E:ir street 
repair ordinance to charge util
ities a certain fee for repaving 
an entire str eet. 
PG&E refus ed to pay the 

$17.35 per linear foot , and said 
that all they should do wa_s 
restore the str eet to what it 
had bee n , and to do that all 
they ne ed to do is lay down a 
new patch of pavement over 
the cut . 
Litigation over th e matter is 

st ill pen ding. According to 
Belmon t City Attorney Jean 
Savaree, the case won 't go to 
trial unti l the end of 2002. 
An attorney for PG&E told 

council at last week's meeting 
that the com pan y suppo r ts 
making repair s to affected 
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areas, but does not suppor t 
having to pay fees until the 
cities are satisfied. 

· the later stages of construc
tion , they will begin tr ench 
ing city streets, which has 
sparked discussion as to 
whether or not the c,ity 
should draft a trench cut ordi
nance. 

"If we don 't properly restore 
a trench, we will fix it," said 
attorney Robert Ricket. "There 
is no need to impose a fee on 
us, because we're already on 
[the repairs]. If a gas line has a 
leak, we are obligated to fix it 
within a certain amount of 
time ." 
. Rick~t added that a utility 's 
main concern is to maintain 
the structural integrity of a 
road, not the difference in 
color between patches and the 
i;est'ofthe road. 

"There is no way to match 
the color of the rest of the 
street once we've repaved, " he 
added . "You will always see 
patches until they weather 
out and begin to fade in 
color ." 
. RCN, ~hich is slated to begin 
mstalhng fiber -optic lines 
sometim e this year , has six 
years to complete the work. In 

The city 's franchise agree
ment with RCN that wa s 
approved at .the Nov. 28 City 
Council me eti ng state s th at 
the firm will repair the street 
to the city 's satis faction and 
pay with their own funds. 
At that time , city council 

expressed concern regarding 
the conditions of repaved 
streets . Coun sil said that they 
were uneasy about trenc _hing 
streets that had j ust recently 
been repai red. 

Carl Pilnick of 
T e lecom mun i cat i o·n s 
Management Cons ult an t s, 
wh9 helped RCN and the city 
draft the fran chise agree
ment , said that the only way 
to make sure the roads are 
prope rly repaved is to enforce 
a tr ench cut ord inance. 

"We h ave to look at th e 

.nconvenience that trenching 
the roads will have on both 
our resid en ts and our bu si
nes s owne rs ," said 
Councilmember Pam Rianda. 
"It seems like every time they 
turn around the streets are 
being dug up ." 

If the city were to enforce an 
ordinance now, it would be 
the only on e in the coun ty to 
do so. Accordin g to last week 's 
staff report , Belmont has 
appro ximately 70 miles of 
road , and if 10 percent of 
them are trenched within the 
next five years i it could cost 
the City up to $740,000. 
A three -year moratoriu m, 

which council approved , 
could reduce the figure by 50 
percent . £ut, if . the only 
street s to be trench ed for 
buried cable had 10-year-old 
sur faces, there would be no 
cost to the city. 
City officia ls are now look

ing at th e possibil ty of draft
ing an ordinanc e and the pos
sible legal ch allenges that 
mig ht ar ise. 



[raffiC consultant' gets green light on stud~ 
City wants to 
analyze cars on 
Ralston Avenue 
By Wes Bowers 
Staff Report~r 

. 

BELMONT - For anyone who 
has been frustrated with the 
amount of traffic around 
Belmont, rel ief could be just 
around the corner. 
The City Council voted 5-0 

to hire traffic consultant's 
Kimley-Horn and Associates 
to find out what percentage 
of motorists are just passing 
through town . Officials hope 
the traffic study will lead 
1them to poss ible solutions to 

the city's heavy congestion . 
Discussion of conducting 

such a study has been in 
development for some time , 
but the City Council had con
cerns with the -originally pro
posed method of recording 
vehicles. 

"I'm willing to go along 
with this study, as long as we 
can be assured of having a 
normal day when we do 
this, " said Vice Mayor Dave 
Warden. 

Under the approved plan, 
checkpoints will be set up at 
the Belmont borders on 
Ralston Avenue, Old County 
Road , Alameda de las Pulgas 
and El Camino Real. At those 
checkpoints, two people will 

record the last four digits of 
each license plate of every 
white car that passes into 
and out of town a day. 
To provide more concrete 

data on the amount of traffic 
passing through, the con
sultants will also set up 
video cameras on Ralston 
Avenue to record license . 
plates that pass through at 
those peak traffic hours. 
That information will be 

compared . to the manually 
recorded data, which some 

· councilmembers thought 
would have a greater amount 
of error . 

In an effort to count traffic 
at peak hours , the study will 
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The city will study traffic coming on and off of Highway 101 at Ralston 
Avenue. ' 
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TRAFFIC: Study goes forward 
.Continued from 1A 

be conducted in the morning 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 8 to 9 a.m. and in the 
'evening from 5 to 6 p .m. -
t imes that city staff consid
ers peak traffic hours. 

"We found that Tuesday or 
ursday would be good days 

o do this ," Warden said. "I 
now some elementary 
chools let out at 12:30 p.m . 
n Wednesdays, so we_'ve 
aken all of the council's 
ast concerns into considera
ion ." 
Assistant City Engineer 
uncan Jones said that if 

omething were to happen 
hat would cause abnormali 

ties .in traffic, such as an 
ccident, then the fi rm 
ould do the study again on 
nother-day ; 
"If something pops up that 

•one day there was 25 percent 
;more traffic than normal, 
then we 'll go ·out and do the 
istudy again ," he said. 

Brian Sowers, a consultant 
om Kimley-Horn, added that 

he extra day would not cost 
he city any additional 
mount of money for services . 
Sowers also said that taking 
own only the last four dig 

· ts of license plates is more 
ccurate than taking down 
n en tire plate number . 
"We chose to record the last 

ifour digits of the plates to 
educe any sor t of error, " he 
aid . "If you are watching 
raffic and trying to record 

license plates, it 's very diffi
cult to collect all the digits. " 
I He also explained why the 

irm had chosen to record 

L~ - - -= ~= ~ 

only white cars as opposed to 
the original plan, which was 
to record all cars coming 
through Belmont . 

"White cars are easier to 
• distinguish ," he said. "It's a 
lot -more difficult to distin
guish from a dark blue and a 
black car. We've done this 
type of method for quite a 
few years and over time 
we've learned that white is 
just easier to pick out. And, 
for someone to collect every 
car that goes by is hard too . 
They 're more .likely to miss a 
good percentage of cars that 
pass through the check
point. " 
A da te has not ]?een set for 

the study , but Kimley-Horn 
and Associate s wou ld like to 

._get it ~nde rway .before the 
schoo1s have anot her holiday 
or summe r vacati on. 
Like the origin al plan for 

the study , determining who 
i.s just passing through .will 
remain the same . 
If a car enters Belmont and 

leaves after a short period of 
time, then it will be consid
ered just going through. But 
if a car enters and does not 

leave for an extended period 
of time, it will be deter
mined as a resident or a com
muter patronizing local bus i

-ndses . 
In addition to studying 

major arteries, checkpoints 
will also be set up at the ends 
of both Hastings and Chula 
Vista drives to see what kind 
of traffic calming devices 
need to be installed there . 

qty officials believe that 
the heavy traffic on Ralston 

. Avenue is due to commuters 
trying to avoid the conges- · 
tion on Highway 101 and 
Route 92. Since the Belmont 
Caltrain station was raised 
above Ralston · Avenue, offi
cials believe that commuters 
are taking advantage of that 
fact . by using the --road -as a . 

.. shortcut between freeways. 
The cost for the study is 

estimated at ' $61,900, with · 
$50,600 to "be used for major . 

.arteries . like Ralston and El 
Camino, and $11,300 for 
Hastings and Chula Vista 
drives. 
All costs will be funded · 

from the city's architectural 
and engineering budget. 



Belmont st,ould start 'visioning' 
g ... ~~fi.:......,fi.:.' city manager says · 
By T.S. Mills-Faraudo 
STAFF WRITER 

BELMONT - Belmont is at a cross roads and 
it needs a vision, new City Manager Jere Kersnar 
told the City Council at a special meeting Tuesda y 
night. 

Kersnar , who was hired in August, gave council 
members a list of 29 recommendations that could 
change the face of Belmont. Some of the sugges
tions include delaying all projects until the city 
comes up with a vision, improving council-staff 
relations and making staff !:raining a priority . 

With a management consulting background , 
Kersnar said this was a project he wanted to do 
to ground himself in the community. He based 
his recommendations on the his tory of the com- . 
mnnity, his observations an'd dltlzen's opinions. 

The keystone of Kersnar 's recommendations is 
that the city embark on a "visioning" process be
fore it go'es forward with any more projects. 

He explained that the city is going through the 
redevelopment stage of its evolution and eco
nomic forces are conflicting with citizens' desires. 

"We should take the time to make sure the 
paths we choose are the ones we want," Kersnar 
said. 

Based on his observations , he said he believes 
the community does have a vision that is widely 
shared - it just hasn't been articulated. 

Kersnar said he's not suggesting' the city pro
duce a thick document but rather a few words 
that define this vision. 

Once a vision has been developed, Kersnar 
suggests the downtown plans be re-examined·. 

He said that when the Redevelopment Agency's 
and city's plans for the downtown area were ap
proved, neither took into consideration that the 
grade-separation project would be completed. In 
light of that completion, Kersnar said they should 
look at the possibility of including the other side 
of the tracks in the plan. 

"When the tracks were at grade, connecting 
that part of town was not a choice," he said. "But 

now you can safely walk and dr ive under the 
track s, so maybe we should look at a way of knit
ting that part of the community into the plan. " 

In addition , Kersnar recommended that the 
general plan updat e wait until a vision statement 
is finished . As part of the update , he said resi
dential neighborhood plans , a traffic management 
study and open space community strategy should 
be completed. 

He suggested the city also continue to deal with 
the problem of turnover within departments . 

"Turnover is debilitating. The general feeling 
I've gotten from staff is there 's no incentive to be 
aggressive, and I know it's related to turnover, " 
he said . · 

Kersnar advised that a project status report 1 

tern be retained to improve the com•llli< ~11A 
tlon between the Council and staff. 

"We are already taking steps to improve rela- J. 
lions," he said . 

Better staff training is also one of Kersnar's 
priorities . f 

"We've done a crummy job of customer service r. 
training," Kersnar said. d 

He noted that applicants for building permits n 
usually have to go to several people in different 1 
departments. Kersnar said he wants this to be n 
simplified. 

For the most part , the council was impressed 
with Kersnar's report. They accepted it with the 
understanding that most of the recommendations 
will have to receive the Council's approval before 
they can be implemented . 

"For the first time in a long time I feel like we 
have a captain, " Councilwoman Pam Rianda said . 

Some of the council members were concerned 
with Kersnar's request to put everything on hold 
until they come up with a vision. 

"I agr.ee with 80 to 90 percent of what we have 
here ," Councilman Dave Warden said. "I am a 1 

little bit concerned about putting everything on I 
hold . I would rather we parallel this with every-
thing else and keep moving forward." 1 f 





I<ersnar says Belmont nee~s _ 
City manager proposes putting 
redevelopment projects on hold for now 
By Wes Bowers 
Staff Reporter 

BELMONT - In a recent address to 
the City Council , City Manager Jere 
Kersnar said Belmont needs to estab
lish a vision of how the city operates 
before it can move on with any rede
velopment projects. 
At a Jan. 30 special meeting, Kersnar 

presented a list of 29 suggestions to 
the council that he ·hopes will ulti
mately change the way Belmont does 
business. 

"Belmont citizens fundamentally 
agree on what they want their com
munity to be," Kersnar said. "But they 

haven't articulated a vision, some
thing that the community grabs hold 
to and that will provide the framework 
for what Belmont will be in 20 years." 

He added that a common vision 
would serve as identification of the 
views of community members, the 
focus of the mayor and City Council 
on development policy and a frame
work for future policy discussions. 

Once a vision is developed for 
Belmont, Kersnar suggested that the 
city re-examine plans for downtown, 
including such tentative plans as 
building a five-story parking garage 
and a possible retail or residential 

vision to grow 
ments needs to be decreased . 

"We've had an awful lot of turnover, 
especially on the council level, and 
it's a problem because it's very debili
tating to an organization ," he said. 
"But I know that council is commit
ted to stabilizing the situation, and 
we're already looking at improving 
relations between city and staff. " 
Kersnar has instituted more discus
sions between council and staff since 
he came aboard in October. 

Kersnar said that one of the main 
reasons relations between council 
and staff have been strained in the 
past is an overall lack of training. 

"With all this staff turnover, we're 
limited in our resources and train
ing ," he said . 
The council was generall y impressed 

With the deta il and the thorou gh 

nature of Kersnar's report, consider
ing that he's only been in the posi
tion of city manager for three 
months . Certain members were con
cerned, however , with his proposal of 
putting redevelopment projects on 
hold. 

'Tm very supportive of establishing 
a vision , but I feel we need to keep 
moving forward as much as we can 
[on redevelopment], " said Vice Mayor 
Dave Warden . "I'm concerned about 
the amount of time we've put into 
projects. It's been about a year and a 
half with the Block 4 project, and I'd 
hate to see it just suddenly stop. " 

Councilmember Terri Cook agreed, 
but acknowledged that the city 
should consider taking · a step back 
and looking at the big picture . 
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complex at the corner of Ralston 
Avenue and El Camino Real. The city 
has dubbed the project "Block 4." 

"I think we should suspend the 
Block 4 project for a while , which 
would have taken away most of the $6 
million the city has available for rede
velopment projects, " he said . He also 
suggested putting the Ralston/Old 
County Road Plaza and possible devel
opments on the east side of Ralston 
on hold as well. 
Instead, the city should focus on 

using its limited redevelopment 
funds to knit the different parts of 
downtown together into one cohesive 
district . 
KersnaT also noted that communica

tions between City Council and city 
staff need to be improved, and that 
the turnover rate within the depart-



KERSNAR: A vision for Belmont 
Continued from 1A 

'Tm struck by the excellent 
assessment you've done in such 
a short amount of time that 
you've been with us," she said. 
"You've been able to assess who 
we are and who we are not, and 
I'm impressed. Although every
one knows I hate putting any
thing on hold, I think [redevel
opment) is one thing we might 
want to consider and look at ." 

Councilmember Pam Rianda 
/ agreed and said that taking a 

step back on redevelopment 
projects could help the city 
move forward in the long run. 

"To put things on the back 
burner is difficult, but things 
sometimes go wrong if you 
don't take a step back ," she said . 

"We haven't had anyone care 
as much about the staff or the 
community as much as you 
have," she told Kersnar. "For the 
first time in a long time we have 
a captain who is leading our 
ship rather than pushing it." 
Mayor Eleanor Hahn agreed 

that a vision would "definitely" 
help Belmont's image, and 
acknowledged that Kersnar is 
the man to get one for the com
munity . 

"We have a vision, but [some] 
projects we try go _awry, and 
you've brought the talent to ~et 
the job done," she said. 

Council accepted Kersnar's 
report with the understanding 
that many of his suggestions for 
improvement still need their 
approval and discussion before 
they can be implemented . 



New care 
complex 
approved 
Church gets new 
facility in deal 
By Wes Bowers 
Staff Reporter 

BELMONT-The Belmont City Council 
gave its blessing to plans for an assisted 
living facility at the corner of Ralston 

venue and Alameda_.de las Pulgas, a 
victory for both Sunrise Inc. and the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church. 
The council approved a 57,990-Square

foot assisted living facility in place of a 
church rectory that has stood vacant for 
nearly four years, as well as new additions 
to the church campus including office 
renovations and a multi-use building. 

"For nearly 40 years the people in our 
parish have needed better facilities ," 
said the Rev. James MacDonald of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church. "We 
didn't have the funds necessary to 
build, so we looked at possible ways to 
lease some [of our] property and found 
Sunrise could help us fund the project." 

Construction for the church facilities is 
estimated to cost about $3.6 million, and 
Rev. MacDonald said the church is hop
ing to break ground this fall. It is 
unknown when Sunrise Inc. plans to 
start or how much its facility will cost. 
but the church's plans cannot go forward 
until the assisted living facility is begun. 

Proponents of the project filled the 
Twin Pines Community Center wearing 
huge red hearts to show their support. 

"A considerable amount of time has 
been spent to make this a successful 
benefit to both the church and the 
community," said Belmont resident 
Don Oswald . His wife chairs the cam
paign to raise money for the project , 
which so far has collected $1.8 million. 
The church will be constructing a new 

9,298-square-foot multi-purpose b_uild
ing on the 10-acre campus, complete 
with an elementary-sized basketball 
court. restrooms, kitchen, meeting 
room, after-school child-care room and 
kin derg arten class room . ------
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Council overturns commission's housing 
Applicant wanted three homes 
built on steep hill in Belmont 

Each home would have been 
built 14 feet from the street 
rather than the required 45, 

· and the steep grade of Coronet 
and the su rrounding land
scape would have been flat
tened so homes could be built. 
Resident s said the variance 
would set a dangerous prece
dent if the homes were 
allowed to be built . 

neighborhood, and all the con
struction vehicles will make it 
even worse. " 
Prindle Road is just off 

Cipriani Boulevard , which 
crosses Ralston Avenue. 
Corone t Boulevard is on the 
southern end of Prindle . 
Ramirez 's property is eight 
lots away from tlie proposed 
site. 

By Wes Bowers 
Staff Reporter 

BELMONT A Jan . 16 
Planning Commi ssion deci
sion allowing three hillside 
homes to be built on Coronet 
Boulevard was overturned by 
the City Council. 

"This was a rotten projec t to 
begin with . And I was going to 
deny it when it came before 
the Planning Commissi on two 
years ago, but I kept giving it a 
chance . But now I will deny 

decision 
Coronet play in the street. We 
have no . sidewalks," said 
Coronet resident Angela 
Luster. "There will also be a 
great danger when I back out 
of my driveway with all this 
traffic going up and down the 
street." 

"There are kids using the 
street for both travel and play, 
and building more houses will 
bring more than three people 
to each place, meaning more 
than two cars at each ," said res
ident Robert Fuller. "Both the 
:onstruction and post -con
;truction traffic flow will 
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these plans because I just 
don 't agree with it ," said Vice 
Mayor Dave Warden . "It seems 
th at when it came before the 
commi ssion last month , they 
weren 't into the project either. 
I don 't know why they 
approved it ." 
At the Januar y Planning 

Commission m eeting , a set
back variance and grading 
plan application was approved 
by a 4-2 vote , approving con
stru ction of three new home s. 

"It's gettin g harder and hard
er to get out of Belmont now," 
said Joseph Ramirez of riearby 
Prindle Road. Ramirez submit
ted the appeal to the project 
on Jan . 24. "It takes me 15 to 20 
minutes just getting out of my 

Many construction vehicles 
. would have to use Prindle 
Road to gain access to Coronet 
Boulevard, which concerned 
many residents who had chil
dren . 

"Kids on both Prindle and 

Continued from 1A 

decrease the safety of these kids." 
Md't'orists are already using Prindle and 

Coronet roads as an alternative route du e to 
the heavy traffic on Ralston Avenue. 
But Alan Schwartz, an attorney for project 

applicant Fred Voskoboynikov, said that the 
residents have nothing to be concerned 
about. 

"These are three legal lots that my client 
has chosen for his project, and these homes 
will be a credit to the community. When all 
is said and done, no one will be the worse 
for it," he said. "Nothing has been done 
hastily or illegally, and this project is the 
best it can be as we see it." 

Schwartz added that Ramirez had noth
ing to be concerned about in regards to 
property value or safety, and to go back to 
the drawing board - whi ch is what. the 
applicants would have to do if.the appeal is 
upheld - would be devastating. 

"I have been out to Mr. Ramirez's street, 

looked th e area over and found that there is 
no founda tion to complain ," Schwartz said. 
Voskoboynikov bough t the three lots two 

years ago and, according to Schwartz. wen t 
thr ough a length y process in obt~ining a 
construction perm it, only to find out th at it 
had expired by the time he was ready to 
break grou nd. 

"We are victims of circum stance because 
someon e gave us permi ts by m istake," 
Voskoboynikov told th e council. "True, it is 
not the best project, but we are doing thi s 
legally." 

Some residents presente d ma terials stat
ing that the appli cant s did not obtain th e 
proper permits for cutting protected tre es 
and relocating wildlife. 

Others had differen t concern s. 
'T m concerned with the fact that this is 

not a flat lot with easy access in or out of 
Coronet ," said Coun cilmemb er Pam 
Rianda. 

Councilmember Paul Wright and Mayor 
Elean ore Hahn voted to reject the appeal , 



Council to 
deliberate 
on parcel 
Decision on Harbor area 

I 

~ u d end long dispu te 
ly Wes Bowers 
'taff Reporter 

BELMONT - City Council last week voted un ani
nously to consider annexing the Harbor Ind ustrial 
\rea, a debate that began some 40 years ago. 
The council will soon begin talking to representa
ives from the Harbor Indu strial Association, San 
Jateo County and San Carlos in an effort to incor-
1orate the industr ial area on Harbor Boulevar d into 
:elmont. 
"We want to continue disc ussions with th e city, 
nd favor mov in g on with th is propos al, " s;:iid 
loward Jones, vice pr esident of e Harbor 
ndustrial Association. "If we continue on with the 
iscussions, it will lead to pro per lan d us e for that 
rea." 
The area in question is a 62-acre piece of uni ncor
orated land bordere d by Old County Road, O'Neill 
venue , Industrial Way and Quarry Road in the 
ity's southeast quadrant. The ide a of annex ing the 
md started nearly 40 years when it was a 162-acre 
arcel. 
l\nnexation of the area didn't become a maj or 
sue until 1997, when Belm ont and San Carlos bot h 
mght to incorporate i t. The Local Agen cy 
)rmation Commiss ion, whic h oversee s annex ation 
roposals, granted San Carlos some 100 acres, redu c
lg Belmont's por tion to the curre nt 62 acres, alon g 
ith a 3.5-acre trai ler park on Karen Way. 
rhe commissi on , which had revised th e in dustrial 
·ea's sphere of influence, stipula ted that the trail
, park could not be incl uded in any subsequent 
mexation of the industria l area because the trail
, park is considere d re sidential property. The trail-
park can, however, be annexed as a separate piece 
property . 
There would have to be two sepa rate proc esses for 
mexa tion," said Curtis Will iams, a consultant 
red to help wit h the process. "We can annex both , 
1t they must be separate inc idents, so you'd have 
annex the trailer par k at a later date." 
'otal one-ti me costs for th e city wou ld be approxi
ately $340,000 , incl ud ing a $210,000 proces sing 
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PARCEL: Industrial 
Continued from 1A 

and legal fee and environ 
mental impact report . Annual 
costs are estimated at 
$135,613 for roadway, side
walk, drainage and sewer 
maintenance . 

If the parcel is annexed , the 
city estimates revenues could 
total $193,468 yearly , from a 
mix of proper ty and sales tax 
revenues and other sources, 
or $1,069 ,035 over a five-year 
period. 

"This has potential for prop
erty owners to see some of the 

are a 's advantages sometime 
down the road , like infra
stru cture improvements, " 
said Williams . 
Infrastructure improve-

ments include solving the 
Belmont Creek flooding prob
lem, improving the sewer 
service and upgrading road
ways and traffic lights. 

"The HIA Committee contin
ues to provide us with ongo
ing direction as we maintain 
communication with them ," 
said City Manager Jere 
Kersnar . 



Kersnar gives city council update on civic projects 
Manager given endo rsement for 
work on many projects, programs 
By Wes Bowers 
Staff Reporter 

BELMONT - City manager 
](;'re Kersnar presented an 
update to the Belmont City 
Council last week, outlining 
projects in various stages of 
development. 

Kersnar's update sought to 
separate projects that have 
already been completed, ones 
that currently underway, and 
others which are still proposed. 
These progress reports started 

last July, under the direction of 
then-interim city manager Tom 
Lewcock, when the city had 89 

'· __../ 

PROJECTS 
Continued from 1A 

accoll}plishment by staff in 
such a short amount of time, " 
said Councilmember Pam · 
Rianda. "Twenty-one projects 
may seem like a small amount 
out of 89 , but 24 percent is a 
huge number." 
Rianda also suggested that 

another project be put on the 
list - membership into the 
Peninsula Open Space Trust . 
Belmont is one of the few 
municipalities in San Mateo 
County th ~t does not partici
pate in the group. 

"Many years ago we turned 
down a membership in the 
Peninsula Open Space Trust, 
and I'd like to add that to the 
list of projects, just to find 
historic ally why we 're not 
part of it, " she said. 

projects on its to-do list. Of that 
list, 21 projects have been com
pleted in a little over nine 
months. 

"I was very pleased to see that 
this system was in place by the 
time I arrived here," Kersnar 
said. "But while we completed 
21 projects, we've added 20 
more projects to our list." 
These projects are a mix of 

commercial developments and 
improvements, as well as some 
in-house improvements the 
city has undertaken . 
The 21 projects completed 

include the production of the 

Belmont City News,, a newletter the historic Emmett House, the time, tl1ey were not expe cting 
assem bled by Interim Assistant redevelopment of the that 20 additional projects 
City Manager Mike Bridges, a Walgreens Block at the comer would find their way onto 
civic-oriented publication that of Ralston and El Camino; the Kersnar's list. 

'We're always going to have a 
significant . number of projects underway' 

alerts the public to changes 
and happenings in their com
munity, the cable franchise 
agreement with RCN 
Corporation and the Fox 
Community Park. 
Projects that are still under

way or in the planning stage 
include possible renovations to 

Jere Kersnar, 
Belmont city manager 

Highway 101 bike and pedestri
an bridge that could link an 
existing sports complex on the 
eastern side of 101 with down
town; the Ralston Avenue traf
fic study, even the new library. 
Although council was 

impressed that 21 projects had 
been completed in such a short 

"We're always going to have a 
significant number of projects 
underway," Kersnar sai d . 
"There's always the feeling that 
'Oh, we have to get all thi s 
done so we're not behind,' but 
we'll always be a little behind." 
The 20 new projects Kersnar 

added - including the city's 
review of downtown planning, 
increased ' staff training and 
other in-house projects, stem 
from his community assess
ment presentation given at a 
Jan. 30 special meeting. 

"This is a remarkable 
PROJECTS: page BA 

~ 
f ~f 
[1~ ~ '- r 
\J ~ 
......... 



Belmont 
presses on 
toward 
annexation 
By T.S. MilWaraudo 
STAFF WRITER 

BELMONT - The Belmont 
City Council Tuesday unani
mously agreed to proceed with 
its fight for the annexation of 
the Harbor Industrial Area, l_and 
that many officials behe~e 
should have gone to the city 
many years ago. . . 

It means the city will con-
tinue working with Harbor In
dustrial Association 
representatives, San Mateo 
County, the City of San Carlos, 
and the Council's HIA subcom
mittee to e(f,ectuate agreements 
regarding annexation. . . 

"We want to continue dis-
cussions with the city," said 
Howard Jones, a property 
owner who was represenll?g 
HIA. •·we want to be friends with 
the city." . 

The annexation has been lll 

dispute for more than 4.0 years. 
There was debate about it ~any 
times since 1960 . But senou_s 
discussion didn't begin until 
1997 when Belmont officials 
fought with San Carlos over ~e 
land, which they thought was m 
their sphere of influence. The 
County's Local Agency Form;i
tion Commission reduced Bel
mont's portion of land to about 
62 acres, which includes ~ 3.5-
acre trailer park, when it al
lowed San Carlos to annex the 
other two-thirds of the land. 
The LAFCO resolution stip
ulated that the trailer park not 
be included in any subsequent 
annexation of the industrial 
area. 

The land in question is on 
the San Carlos/Belmont border 
between O'Neill Avenue, Old 
County Road, Ipdustrial Way 
and Quarry Road. 

To this day, city officials still 
don't understand why they were 
denied the property by LAFCO 
in 1997. 

But with the support of most 
of the property owners, officials 
seem more confident this time 
around. 

Curtis Williams, a consultant 
hired to help with the annexa
tion process, also appeared 
hopeful at the meeting. 

Among the benefits to the 
city, officials say, would be new 
revenue from property taxes, re
tail sales taxes and other mis
cellaneous taxes. City officials 
estimate that an annexation 
could bring in $193,468 in rev
enue per year, or $1,069,035 
over a five-year period. 

Annexation would most likely 
cost the city $210,000 for appli
cation fees to The County , envi
ronmental impact report 
preparation and attorney fees. 

The three largest parcels 
owned by businesses in the af
fected area include Harbor 
Park, a business/industrial de
velopment on 12.41 acres; the 
Wesgo Company site on 3.82 
acres; and the Harbor Business 
Center on 3.82 acres. 

"Can you tell me why a prop
erty owner in that area would 
want to be annexed?" Vice 
Mayor Dave Warden asked Wil
liams. 

He said that down the road, 
property owners could see in
frastructure improvements, 
such as mitigation of the Bel
mont Creek flooding problem, 
as well as more land use op
tions. "But it's really too early to 

· tell what the benefits for prop
erty owners may be," Williams 
added. 
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Future looks bright for Belmont, mayor says 
Hahn touts downtown rebirth 
and slew of projects in address 
By Wes Bowers 
Staff Reporter 

BELMONT - The city has a 
unique chance now to map a 
future for success, Mayor 
Eleanor Hahn said at the 
annual State of the City 
address. 

"Today we are facing an 
opportunity to keep our her
itage and develop a charac
ter," Hahn said. "It's a charac
ter that says, 'We want to 
change.'" 

Belmont was incorporated as 
a city on October 25, 1926, and 
will celebrate its 75th anniver-

sary as a city this fall. During 
her speech, Hahn pointed out 
many of the changes that 
Belmont residents have seen 
over the years. 

She cited the grade separa
tion project ra1smg the 
Caltrain tracks above El 
Camino Real, the develop
ment of downtown by the 
inclusion of new businesses 
and the construction of the 
Belmont Sports Complex 
across from Highway 101. 

She said that Belmont wants 
to be different from surround
ing cities, but different in a 

good way, and also pointed 
out three main "ingredients to 
Belmont's uniqueness 
neighborhoods, commerce 
and the arts. 

"Our neighborhoods are the 
foundation of Belmont," said 
Hahn. "They are the blocks 
that connect the residents to 
each other. The arts we have -
like the Belmont Community 
Players and the theater 
department at the College of 
Notre Dame - are a special 
part of Belmont that sepa
rates us from other communi
ties." 

Several projects make 
Belmont different from other 
communities in the county, 
Hahn said. These include the 

College of Notre Dame Master 
Plan, which will include addi
tion of new dorms and class
rooms and a general remodel 
of the campus; the Highway 
101 bike bridge that will span 
Highway 101 and connect the 
eastern part of town; the suc
cess of the election to pay for 
a new library, plans to rebuild 
Fire Station 14, and the 
Masonic Way building that is 
being torn down. 

"Anyone driving along 101 
will know they are in Belmont 
when they see the bike 
bridge," she said. "And Fire 
Station 14 is closer to con
structioq. It will be demol
ished next month, council 
will see a development plan 
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BELMONT: Mayor gives State of City 
Continued from 1A 

community and I think it will almost 
definitely increase property values . Our 
overall goal is to make sure that the serv
ices we provide are quality services, and 
we're focusing on a plan for success." 

Other projects Hahn mentioned that 
will help improve the character of 
Belmont are the City Hall remodeling 
and the building of a new police station. 
Construction on the new civic center 
begins in June. 

There are also plans to put a five-story 
parking garage on one corner of Ralston 
and El Camino, which will replace a 
Walgreens and other businesses there. 
The Belmont Theater on El Camino was 
just recently approved as the site for a 
state-of-the-art rock climbing gym. 

But Hahn said that what really makes 
Belmont special is the city's variety of 
arts and culture. 

"The arts that we have, continue to con
tribute to making Belmont a well-round
ed community," she said, "from the 

[College of Notre Dame] Theater and -the 
concerts and plays they perform, to the 

· Greek Festival, to our Art and Wine 
Festival at Twin Pines Park. " 

She concluded by stating that Belmont 
needs to define itself so well that they 
are a good example to other communi 
ties. 
"Belmont is not an island, but part of a 

bigger picture," she said . "We can't 
ignore our neighbors to the north, west, 
east and south. We will map our future, 
not just let it happen." 

in the fall, and construction 
should take place shortly 
thereafter." 

She said that the new library 
will bring visitors from neigh
boring cities in the north, 
south, east and west who will 
patronize the busines~s in 
the Carlmont area, adding to 
the importance of Belmont's 
commerce. 

"Volunteers have worked 
hard for two years to improve 
life and produce something 
the community can use," she 
said of the proposed library, 
which will replace one that's 
40 years old and has long since 
outgrown its usefulness. "[The 
new library] will enhance the 
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Stops planned along Notre Dame 8venue 
Concern for safety 
~eads to approval 
' . . at two 1ntersect1ons 
' ~Y Wes Bowers 

Slaff Reporter 

f BELMONT - Residents of Notre Dame 
1venue successfully urged the Belmont City 
qo1mcil last week to approve the placement 

; 

two stop signs to keep speeds down in 
eir neighborhood. · 
en residents from Notre Dame Avenue 

.fud nearby streets expressed their concern , 
prompting the council to place a stop sign 

I 
c\t the corner · of Notre Dame and Valley 
\fiew avenues , and another one just a block 
a'way on Notre Dame Avenue and North 
~oad. Both intersections are in residential 
9eighborhoods approximately a half-mile 
1:fom Notr e Dame de Namur University, for
merly known as the College ·of Notre Dame. 

'
1My concern is that it is extremely dan

g rous on Notre Dame ," said resident Barry 
Ri:>senburg , a resident of Notre Dame 
.N enue . "When I'm puling out of my drive
way, I nearly have an accident two or th ree 
times a week. My kids don't play in th e 
front yard because of th e high speeds. I'm 
afraid eventually there will be an accident , 
and I want to prevent it before it happens." 
ahe two corners in question are_ both 

~ree-way intersectio ns, with stop signs on 
N'or th Road and Valley View Avenue. 

Residents say that one sign on each of those 
streets is not enough. 
The. council unanimously voted to put 

stop signs at both inte_rsections after hear
ing the debate. 

Residents of Notre Dame Avenue were 
pleased their concerns were being heeded. 
Many of those who spoke have young chil
dren who play around the areas · being con
sidered for stop signs. 

' I'm afraid event ually 
there will be an accident, 

I 

and I want ·to prevent it 
befor e it happens.' 

Barry Rosenburg, 
Notre Dame Avenue resident 

"My neighbors and I were extremely over
whelmed and delighted when we were told 
that Mr. Curtis and Mr . Jones· Uohn Curtis 
and Duncan Jones, public works director 
and assistant city engineer] said they would 
pu t stop signs there ," said Christopher 
Scallon. "But the very night they were 
installed on Valley View and North. a child 
ridin g his bike was hit by a car on Notre 
Dame and North . on the very spot that a 
stop sign was installed . We need more than 
one at both intersections." 

Scallon added th at he has clocked some 
cars to reach speeds up to 80 miles per hour 
on Notre Dame, and some residents said 

www .bayareaindepen dent.com 

that they have already been visited by cars 
swerving onto their property because they 
are speeding . 

"The cars go really fast, and sometimes 
they have to swerve into my driveway," said 
Notre Dame Avenue resident Michelle 
Reed. "They nearly hit my kids who are 
playing in the yard." 
Jack Starkey, who lives on the corner of 

Williams Street and Notre Dame Avenue, 
said speeding cars are a constant problem 
for him and his neighbors as well. 

''I've been the recipient of three cars in 
my yard, and my neighbors have had to 
replace their fences a couple of times, " he 
said. 
Residents also suggested placing a sign on 

Middle Road and Notre Dame Avenue for 
extra safety, something that Public Works 
Director John Curtis had been presented 
with through letters and e-mails from resi
dents who were opposed to signs on N:otre 
Dame. · 

"There are a few people who have sug
gested putting a stop sign on Middle Road. 
but these are folks who don't live on Notre 
Dame, " Curtis said . 
But the council found that safety is a 

major issue on Notre Dame, ~nd voted to 
put the signs up as soon as possible. 
"If a neighborhood wants a stop sign, 

that's fine. No one wants an accident." said 
Vice Mayor Dave Warden. 

Money from city gas taxes will pay for the 
signs . 

~ity not sure how to proceed with tralli1 
dea of 'video 
:he ckpoin ts' 
:ould be dropped 
r Wes Bowers 
>ff Reporter 

BELMONT- City council members are 
:ill committed to conducting a city
ride traffic study, they just aren't sure 
ow to do it. 
Although the council unanimously 
pproved the study in January. the 
nplementation of the study will now 
e postponed because the prospective 
:affic agency offered an alternate 
1ethod ,of tracking vehicles than what 
ras originally proposed. 
"I'd feel better if we could do this 
:udy for two days, and compare the 

records ," said Vice Mayor Dave Warden. _ 
"It would really nail down the proper 
results. " 
The city originally planned to use 

video checkpoints on certain street s at 
the city's borders to record license
plate numbers over the cou rse of two 
days. 
The city wants to find out what the 

most congested intersections of town 
are at certain .times of the day. They 
alsq want to find out how long the peo
ple that enter Belmont's borders at 
these intersections stay within city lim
its. 

Members of the council have suggest
ed tha t conductin g th ese video check 
points could be one way to help solve 
the congestion problems at key inter
sections. 
Traffic research firm Kimley and 

Horn have proposed conducting a traf
fic study for one day at various check
points on the city 's borders by having 
two - people write down the license 
plates of white cars . 

"The consultant feels that you need 
someone but there to make sure the 
camera works," said Assistant City 
Engineer Duncan Jones . "So if you're 
going to have soYneone out there check
ing up on the cameras, they felt you 
might as well have two taking . down 
license plates ." 
Jones said that the firm ha s proposed 

to have the two people at each check- · 
point write down only the last four 
characters of the license pla tes, rather 
than the entire sequence . He said the 
method w:as changed becaus e of possi
ble overlapping. 

For example, a number of cars have 
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study 
he same sequence ofletters like "UFS" 
n their license plate. Because many 
ars have the same or similar letter 
~quences, the firm has chosen to only 
~cord the last four characters. 
The original record -taking method 
lso called for recording the plates of 
ll cars . Jones said that only white cars · 
'ill be used now because "the firm 
10ught they were the easiest to spot ." 
Mayor Eleanor Hahn was concerned 
'ith the consultant 's method of 
~cording license plate numbers, as 
ell as how long they have been con-
1cting research in this manner. 
'We thought we were going to · be 
>ing this with the use of video cam
·as and high technology back in 
nuary," she said. "I don't think this is 
.e best we can do. We need more than 
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TRAFFIC: Video -checl<poin ts axed 
~ontinu ed from 1A 

ne day to do this if we 're just going to have 
~omeone standing ou t there taking down num
]Jers with a tape recorder. " 
, Jones said he didn't know how long Kimley 
f1nd Horn have used this and other ways of con
flucting traffic studes for several years . 

Because they would only have one day to con
uct the study , the council was concerned 
esearch might not be conducted on a "nor-

lflal" day with the usual backups along 
alston, Alameda de las Pulgas and Old County 
oads . 
"We're only getting one day out of this," said 
arden . "How are we guaranteed a 'normal' 

ay of traffic? What if there's a wreck orr 
)lalston and there's a huge increase in traffic 
he day we decide to do this? Could we move 

the study to another day?" 
~Ci-ty Manager Jere Kersnar's recommendation 
r as.,to piscuss the possibility of a second day of 
l'ssearch with the firm, but it could possibly 
cost more money. ' 
,As the proposed agreement currently stands, 
Kimley and Horn would conduct their study for 
one day, at the cost of $32,650. Another day of 
study could mean double the cost for the city. 
·'Td be perfectly willing to go along with con

qucting a traffic study," said Warden . "But 
we've done similar studies in the past that just 

haven't been up to our satisfaction . I don't feel 
that we have consistency with just one day." 
The checkpoints where license plate numbers 

will be recorded are proposed on Ralston 
Avenue before the Route 92 junction in the 
west and the Ralston Avenue/Highway 101 
ramps. There will also be checkpoints on the 
north and south ends of Alameda de las Pulgas, 
Old County Road and El Camino Real, ·as well as 
on the southern ends of Hastings and Chula 
Vista drive~. , 

To determine which cars are merely 'passing 
through' and which are staying in Belmont for 
long periods of time, the city has determined 
that.if a vehicle leaves Belmont after only being 
in town for the t~e it takes to travel between 
checkpoints, it is just passing through. 
If the vehicle left after a certain delay, it is 

assumed that it stopped in town to patronize a 
business or visit a resident. If it entered city 
limits but did not leave - or vice-versa -· it is 
assumed it was a resident. 
At the January 9 meeting, Jones said that it 

would be impossible to log all the cars passing 
through using the unmanned video check-
points. · 

"The study will miss the people who go 
through Belmont on smaller streets and miss 
Ralston or Chula Vista," he said at 'the time. 
"But that's just a small percentage." 



Station plans 
hashed out by 
Belmont council 
Construction could start by 
summer on fire house 
By Wes Bowers 
Staff Reporter 

ELMONT - Designs for the 
new South ounty Fire 
Station 14 could be reviewed 
by the City Council as early as 
July, according to city offi 
cials. 
The original construction 

schedule for the new station 
at 601 Masonic Way called for 
development plans to be pre
sented to the Planning 
Commission and City 
Council. The fire station's 
plans could be reviewed by 
the council July 24. 
The 9,166-square-foot fire sta

tion will front Masonic Way to 
the north with trucks enter
ing on that street, but will 
make exits onto Ralston 
Avenue to the south. 

The first floor will have an 
office, fitness and training 
rooms, a laundry room and 
storage areas. The second 
floor will have a kitchen, din
ing room and dormitories for 
15 staff members. 
If approved at the July 24 

City Council meeting, the sta
tion would house a front-line 
ambulance, a reserve aerial 
ladder truck and a front-line 
pumper. 

Construction would begin 
soon afterward if approved , 
but neighbors of the proposed 
project were a little con
cerned with the revision. 

"When talk of a revision 
came up, we thought the first 
plan would not be discarded ," 
said Wilma Kartmann, a resi-

dent of nearby Mt. View Place 
and strong supporter of the 
original J?lans. "We thought 
that we'd oe a >le to1 001< at 
both the original and newly 
designed plans and be able to 
discuss them." 
The station's original plan 

presented at the Oct. 3 
Planning Commission meet
ing included three driveways 
on Ralston Avenue to the 
south, Granada street to the 
east and Masonic Way to the 
north. Emergency units 
would exit the station onto 
Ralston and enter the station 
from Masonic. 

It was also suggested that 
Granada be converted into a 
one-way street, or even closing 
Granada down completely so 
only the trucks would use it. 

But residents of the neigh
borhood said that closing 
down Granada would cause 
many traffic problems, such 
as forcing motorists to use 
Hiller street as a way to get 
into the neighborhood, clog
ging up traffic. 

Mayor Eleanor Hahn -assured 
Kartmann and other residents 
who were in attendance but 
did not speak, that their con
cerns and suggestions would 
be heard and taken into con
sideration when the plans 
were brought forth in July. 

"Our communities will have 
chances to approach both the 
the Planning Commission 
and the City Council and sug
gest ideas and changes, " she 
said. 



Reprieve for develo pm ent 
Dwellings on 
~teep grade will 
be reviewed 
By Wes Bowers 
Staff Reporter 

BELMONT - Developers look
ing to build three homes on a 
steep incline on Coronet 
Boulevard were given a 60-day 
reprieve by the City Council so 
they could revise their plans to 
make access easier to the 
homes. 

Fred Voskoboynikov, the pro
ject's applicant, has been try
ing for the last two years to 
construct three homes on the 

i!:very steep and narrow Coronet 
Boulevard. When his plans 
were approved by the Planning 
Commission on Jan. 16, nearby 
residents immediately 
appealed and persuaded the 
City Council to overturn the 
Planning Commission deci
sion in February . 
Voskoboynikov asked for a 60-

day continuance to discuss the 
project with neighbors and 
revise the plans by building a 
new road from Coronet to 
Ralston Avenue for easier 

1access. 
"We really want to work with 

the city," said Mike 
McCracken, Voskoboynikov's 
representative. 

would nullify the appeal they 
made earlier this year. 

"Please understand our con-
. cern," said Prindle Road res1-
den t Joseph Ramirez, who 
brought the appeal to council 
in January. "We appealed the 
Planning Commission 's 
approval, it was upheld, and 
we feel it should be upheld." 

However, the council assured 
Ramirez that they were only 
taking this route so both par
ties could come to some sort of 
an agreement. 

"Your appeal was not a waste 
of time," said Councilmember 
Pam Rianda. "At the Feb. 13 
meeting, concern was heard 
by both the applicants and 
council. The applicants are 
just trying to find an alternate 
route to take in order to make 
this a suitable project. " 
The council has expressed an 

interest in working with the 
applicant, members said. 
The homes were proposed at 

the Feb. 13 City Council meet
ing to be built 14 feet from the 
street, rather than the 
required 45 feet, and the steep 
grade of Coronet would have 
been adjusted so the struc
tures could be built. 
At that meeting, residents of 

Prindle Road and Coronet 
Boulevard expressed safety 
concerns to the council includ
ing traffic, child safety and 
environmental issues. 
Residents stated that many 

motorists are already using 
Prindle and Coronet as alter
native routes, due to the heavy 
amount of traffic generated on 

Ralston Avenue. 
Residents also said that 

because construction vehicles 
would have to use Prindle 
Road as access to Coronet , 
many children who play or 
walk in the street would be in 
danger because there are no 
sidewalks on either street. 
They also said that the exces

sive loads from the construc 
tion vehicles will affect the sta
bility of the soil underneath 
Coronet Boulevard. 
The new plan to build an 

access road from Coronet to 
Ralston would relieve Prindle 
of the heavy traffic that might 
be generated from construc
tion vehicles , according to 
Voskoboynikov. 

But Planning Commission 
Vice Chair Phil Mathewson 
said that building a new road 
will not alleviate safety con
cerns . 

"If these plans come back to 
you with access from Ralston 
Avenue, I'd like you to look at 
safety issues," he told the 
council. "I've seen two very 
close accidents on that area of 
Ralston." 
The council hopes that 

Voskoynikov returns to th e 
council with plans that he , the 
council and residents can all 
agree on. 

"Council has heard the neigh
bors' concerns, and I wouldn 't 
want another road built ," said 
Vice Mayor Dave Warden. "But 
I hope that the applicant and 
the city staff can come up with 
something we all can agree 
on." 

But neighbors who live on 
nearby Prindle Road say that 
the applicant has not made 
any effort to talk with them, 
and they feel that allowing 

lhim 60 days to revise his plans - - ._.----- - - -- ~ 



Plan to' replacer po'ol with homes proceeds 
Developer plans 
48homes on 
site of PJCC 
By Wes Bowers 
Staff Reporter 

BEIMONr - It took four pre
sentations over a year, but 
Summerhill Homes will finally 
present its plans to the City 
Council for a 48-unit develop
ment on the site of the 
Peninsula Jewish Community 
Center. • 
The townhouses at 2440 

Carlmont Drive are propose _d_to 
replace the PJCC after it moves 

to Foster City later this year. 
Originally, Summerhill had 

proposed 60 units on the site, 
but by last September they 
brought the number of units 
down to 52 and offered to pay 
$500,000 to the city as compen
sation for losing a public recre
ational facility. 
The comm1ss10n wasn't 

happy with the proposal at the 
time. They complained there 
were too many units and not 
enough recreational areas. 

Summerhill's revised plans 
now include 48 townhouses, 
along with a tot lot next to the 
existing swimming pool. 
The pool, which is currently 

open to the public during oper
ating hours, will be purchased 
by Summerhill and only be 
open to townhouse residents 
after the development is fin
ished. 
This time around, Summerhill 

has agreed to pay $1 million to 
the city - $700, 000 for 
improvements of existing parks 
and $300,000 toward construc
tion of a new pool. However, 
city planners aren't sure where 
a new pool could be built or 

. how much it would cost. 
"We have a list of potential 

_parks that can be improved, 
and when it comes to an addi
tional pool, we haven't cl.one 

research on it yet," said plan
ner Carlos de Melo. "When you 
look at finding a site, along 
with facilities, and construc
tion and security, it is an expen
sive endeavor." 

Commissioner Gloria Purcell 
said the city should make an 
effort to talk with local schools 
about paying for public use of 
their pools. 

"I'm very interested in con
tacting Carlmont High and 
Ralston Middle School," she 
said. "They already have the 
facilities, the pool and security, 
and it would be less expensive 
to the city." 

Summerhill Development 

Manager Craig Chapman said 
that each home will have three 
bedrooms and two bathrooms 
along with its own parking 
garage. 

"Every unit has parking 
enclosed with the building," he 
said. "The detached garage is 
gone, and parking is now 
included with the home." · 

The previous set of plans con
tained 40 units with two bed
rooms, and 12 units with three, 
along with a covered parking 
area. 
The parking area was 

scrapped so all 48 units could 
have the same characteristics 
and dimensions. 



Belmont boosts opposition to airport 
By T.S. Mils-Faraudo 
STAFF WRITER 

BELMONT - City Council members 
decided a letter won't be good enough 
to voice their opposition to The 
County's plan to add stop-ways on the 
San Carlos Airport runway. 

After listening to several residents 
express their distaste Tuesday night, 
Council members decided to not to 
write a letter to The County, but in
stead asked city staff to write a resolu
tion lambasting the airport's master 
plan in hopes that this would send a 
stronger message . 

"I want you to amend the letter and 

make it a resolution asking the Board 
of Supervisors not to pave the exten
sion," said Redwood Shores resident 
Frank Deighan, a long-time opponent 
of the airport's plan to add 300-foot 
paved safety stop-ways at each end of 
the existing runway . 

This would extend the paved surface 
of the 2,600-foot runway to 3,200 feet, 
according to the county's draft plan. 

Many opponents fear airport offi
cials aren't adding the stop-ways for 
safety reasons, but instead are making 
plans behind closed doors to start al
lowing larger planes to land at the air
port. 

But airport officials compare the 
stop-ways to having shoulders on free
ways. 

The County's plan says the purpose 
of stop-ways is to have an area beyond 
the runway threshold that could , only 
be used during emergency situations 
such as an aborted takeoff or landing 
where an aircraft is unable to stop in 
time and overruns the end of the 
runway. 

"If you package things right , you can 
sell anything, and that's what they're 
doing by saying this is for safety," 
runway extension opponent Gary Mogil 
said. "But we're thinking about our 

'--'-~- -- --..-..""c'-- - ------- ___. 

plan for runway extension 
own safety. When that plane landed in 
the Belmont slough close to children 
and homes we were devastated. None 
of these plane accidents had anything 
to do with the safety of the runway. It 
was the pilots' error." 

Councilman Paul Wright, who is a 
private pilot, said if The County ac
cepts a grant to construct stop-ways, 

· they can not be used as part of the 
runway. But despite his disagreement 
with some of the public comments , 
Wright agreed to support the resolution 
because of residents' concern for 

. safety. 
Councilwoman Pam Rianda was ad-

amant about sending the resolution in
stead of a letter to The County. 

"We need to stand up for our resi
dents ," she said. 

Other elements of the master plan 
include building a 42,000-gallon fuel 
tank; increasing the terminal building 
by 3,760 square feet, making it 11,000 
square feet; adding hangar space; and 
upgrading landing aids and adding an 
automatic surface observation system , 

The draft environmental impact re
port for the airport's master plan will be 
available to the public by the end of May, 

The City Council will vote on the reso 
lution at its next meeting. 

I 
I 
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Belmont hires engineers 
to track Ralston traffic 
By T.S. Mii.Faraudo 
STAFF WRITER 

BELMONT - .. The City 
Council hired an engineering 
group Tuesday night in the hope 
that it will find out where the 
mob of traffic that travels on 
Ralston Avenue each day is 
coming from. 

Council members unani
mously agreed to pay Kimley
Horn and Associates, Inc. 
$50,200 to determine who is 
using the road , as well as ways 
to make traffic run more 
smoothly through the area. 

Some people, including city 
officials, believe much of the 
overflow of traffic is coming 
from commuters using the thor
oughfare as a shortcut between 
Highways 92 and 101. 

Furthermore, since there's 
no wait for trains to go by now 
because the tracks have been 
raised, it's believed that com
muters are taking advantage by 

using Ralston Avenue to go to 
and from those highways. 

What city officials want to 
know is whether the majority of 
Ralston Avenue travelers are 
residents or commuters using it 
as a short-cut, as well as how 
many are stopping in town to 
patronize local businesses. · 

The council was presented 
with a number of alternatives 
for conducting the study. They 

· voted to go with the one that will 
save the city money. 

It will involve spending one 
day video-logging the peak 
hours on Ralston Avenue in the 
peak direction, allowing a direct 
comparison to manually col
lected data provided by people 
copying down license plate 
numbers off of white vehicles 
passing by as a representative 
sample. City officials say this al
ternative would avoid the high 
cost of video-logging all loca
tions. 

There was a question as to 

why only the license· numbers of 
white cars would be collected. 

"White cars are more distin
guishable," consultant Brian 
Sowers said. "For the person 
collecting data they have more 
probability for error if they're 
collecting numbers off of more 
than one colored car. We could 
collect numbers off of more 
cars, but it would require more 
people." 

Several council members 
questioned how accurate the 
study will be, since the consul
tant plans on doing it in ohe 
day. 

"We're potentially going to 
make policy decisions based on 
this study, so we want it to be 
accurate ," Vice Mayor Dave 
Warden said. · 

Sowers said they've done 
studies in . which they've c61-
lected information on different 
days of the week, and the 
volume of vehicles didn't change 
much. 
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Layout changes delay mov~ 
of Belmont police officers 
By T.S. Mills-Faraudo 
STAFF WRITER 

BELMONT - Plans to move 
police officials out of their 
cramped building with leaky 
ceilings into a revamped city 
hall have hit a wrinkle. 

The latest delay in the $6.55 
million project was minor 
changes made in the layout by 
the Bureau of Corrections , since 
a holding cell is being built, said 
John Curtis , director of public 
works. 

This could delay putting the 
project out to bid by about a 
month, he said. 

"I don't think it's anyone's 
fault. This has just been a very 
long drawn-out process ," said 
Vice Mayor Dave Warden , 
adding that planning for this 
began before he was on the City 
Council one and half years ago. 

Plans includ..., moving police 
operations out of the two-story 
building into city hall, which 
will have an atrium -like addi
tion built on what is now the 
back si~e of the L-shaped struc-

. tllle. 

The t:iree-stoiy extension to 
city In .II will serve as an en
tr, .1ce with counters where citi
zens can ask questions. The 
first floor will be the main 
obhy. The second floor will be 

the JJUlice department lobby and 
the third will serve as the 
building and planning counter. 

· 1 nis way, citizens don't have 
to go wandering around the 
building looking for the right 
department or person to talk 
to," Curtis said. 

One drawback in plans is 
. that buildings such as police 
stations have special require
men ts when dealing with 
seismic upgrades . 

Right now police administra
tion is in city hall and police op
erations is in a 50-yer-old 
building which once served as a 
sanitarium . The building is 
plagued with leaky ceilings and 
has restricted space for the 
people there. 

prices with .th e slowing 
economy," City Manager Jere 
Kersnar said. "We may get of
fers that go under what we bud
geted. Who knows with this 
economy." 

So what happens if the city 
doesn't find the price tag? 

"If the bids are too high we'll 
have to see if the Council will 
approve more funds ," Curtis 
said. 

If the city finds a company 

that will do the project, Curtis · 
exp~cts construction to begin by 
August. 

Offices for the city cltt{k , city 
manager, finance director , 
human resources and informa 
tion technology will be relocated 
to the lodge in Twin Pines Park 
until construction is completed . 

Public works , community de
velopment and the police de
partment will stay in city hall. 

He expects the project to be 
completed within a ye:c::ar::c..!-. _ _ 

'They need to get out of that I 
ding," Curtis said . 

Once the project goes to bid, 
the city must play the waiting 
game to find out if any offers fit 
its tight budget. 

The city has been creative in 
how it has allocated money for 
,the project. Finance Director 
Thomas Fil said the city is 
paying for the project thusly: a 
loan from Oracle , a redevel
opment bond, deferring capital 
programs , the general fund, re
financing a note , accumulated 
interest and possibly money 
from the state. 

Some city officials worry that 
if they wait too long to go to bid, 
they may not get any offers the 
city can .afford. 

"The big unknown is what's 
happening with construction 
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