- FRESH NEW LOOK

Belmont’s city government
finally has home of its own

By Rebekah Gordon

STAFF WRITER
3 BELMONT

‘ EAUTIFUL -
- MOUNTAIN! — -
Your name is so
. true! Your slopes

are most graceful from Bay to
the blue,” says Bélmont's now-
official city poem, authored by
Jim McLaughlin, city manager
from 1966 to 1986.
. More than 100 guésts
" heard him read the poem —
originally published in 1962
— as they gathered in the
lobby of the new City Hall and
- Police Department to celebrate
the civic center” S re-opening
Tuesday.
“Now I know why I lived to
84 years old last week,”

McLaughlin said.
~ The timeless poem now
shares wall space with a flat-
screen television broadcasting
the latest city happenings.
“We haven't had a home at
all for the city,” said Coun-
cilman Dave Warden, who

stepped down as mayor

Tuesday. “It's a seismically

safe, structurally sound place
-to do city business.” A

Interim City Manager Jack

- Crist said the project cost

about $10 million, requiring

.600 cubic yards of poured

concrete and 115 tons of steel

reinforcement beams. :
‘Besides lobby permit and

information desks and new

.council chambers, the 52,000-

gquare-foot building offers a

pe_rm_anent home for the Police:

Department, more than
double the size of its old locale
across the parking lot.

“It's taken some getting
used to,” said Sgt. Patrick Hal-
leran. “We have hallways that
are bigger than rooms used we
used to have.”

The facility has ample

. space for briefing, a state-of-

the-art dispatch center, gym.
new locker rooms, evidence-
processing room, ample
storage for police gear, and
even two sleeping rooms for
officers who need a nap.
Their department was the
last in the county to still have
bars on its holding cells, Hal-

Please see CIVIC, Local 2

[ ‘ RON LEWIS —
- VISITORS get a peek at the newly renovated Belmont Civic Center-durlng am event Tuesday.
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Phillip Mathewson
is the new mayor of Belmont

and Coralin Feierbach is the vice
mayor. ... The Belmont Senior
Club meets at 10 a.m. today, Dec.
20, in the Senior and Community
Center, 30 Twin Pines Lane.
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Officials take oath of of

leran said, an amenity no
longer allowed.'

They'll keep the bars for
good measure, he said, but
now have three holding cells
and interview rooms up to se-
curity par. ,

“It’s kind of regenerated
people. To work in that envi-
ronment for a long time is

pretty rough,” Police Chief Don
Mattei said.

Their former home was
supposed to be temporary
when they moved there some
28 years ago, Mattei said.

Expected to withstand a
major earthquake, the facility
also has an emergency opera-
tions command center.

The project was in the
works since the building was

purchased in the early 1990s,
said John Curlis, the city's
public works director from
1999 to 2001.

An original design was com-
pleted in 2000 and bid for in
the spring of 2001, he said,
but all bids came back too
high and were rejected. A con-
tract was awarded in Oct.
2003 to Thompson Pacific of
San Rafael.

ice in new chambers

The council met in its new
chambers, swearing in Coun-
cilmen Warren Lieberman and
Bill Dickenson, and electing
Phil Mathewson mayor and
Coralin Feierbach vice mayor.
It also bade outgoing Coun- -
cilmen Dave Bauer and George
Metropulos farewell.
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Plan includes little for congested co
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Plan for state bond
stuns county leaders

4 I!O_All, from News 1

They would like to see $100 million to add lanes and im-
prove interchanges on Highway 101 along with broad track-
and-signal upgrades for Caltrain.

As the economy has bounced back from the dot-com
bust, so has the traffic. It's not as bad as it was during the
tech boom, but only because of improvements made in the
last four years, he said.

Caltrans Director Bijan Sarlipi stressed that the list is
only a starting point, and state transportation officials re-

~ alize the importance of Highway 101 as the main thorough-
fare on the Peninsula. -

“They will be taking that into consideration,” Sartipi said.
“This is a preliminary list. There will be ample opportunity
[or the region to provide advice, provide input.”

It's also important to note that the $12 billion bond is
only one piece of a sweeping $107 billion spending plan for
transportation over the next decade, he said.

A conference committee of state legislators will ultimately
decide what projects will get funded, said Assemblyman Le-
land Yee, D-San Francisco. "

“I think that it's still pretty early in the game. There will
be plenty of opportunities for input,” Yee said.

The bond proposal would also have to go before voters.

“My thinking is if the governor and the Legislature want
San Mateo County to support any type of large bond such as

L. this, we need to be treated fairly,” Hill said. v

Staff writer Laura Ernde can be reached at (650) 306-2428 or by e-
mail at lernde@sanmateccounty-
times.com.
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Trash agency reform roils Peninsula

Cities split on
letting politicians
serve on authority

BY EDWARD CARPENTER
Staff Writer

REDWOOD CITY — Greater
public aceountability is needed on
the governing board of one of the
Peninsula’s largest trash and recy-
cling agencies, according to some
local politicians.

Since its inception in 1982, the
South Bayside Waste Manage-
ment Authority, or SBWMA, has
grown into anagency that touches
the daily lives of numerous Pen-
insula residents. It now has an
estimated $30 million annual bud-
gel, oversees more than $35
million in trash contracts, deals
in local real estate holdings and
takes out bonds.

That alone should be reason
enough to change the agency’s
governing rules to allow elected

officials, rather than- just city
staffers, to serve on the board,
according to Belmont Coun-
cilwoman = Coralin Feierbach.
Moreover, Feierbach pointed out,
the SBWMA's contracted trash
provider, BFI/Allied, failed to meet
some of its contractual require-
ments in the past three years.

Perhaps more costly to ratepay-
ers, however, was that up until this
year SBWMA was paying millions
more than other local trash ser-
vice providers to dump its trash
at Ox Mountain Landfill in Half
Moon Bay, according to public doc-
uments. ‘

“I think that the cities have
been disconnected, and that has
probably cost us, because [elected
officials] are not there and depend
on their employees to report back
to them to know what’s going on,”
Feierbach said.

In full agreement, a unanimous
Belmont City Council voted last
month to reject an overhaul of the
governing rules of SBWMA, which
while expanding the authority of

cities to approve such things as

real estate and bond transactions,
continue to prohibit elected offi-
cials from serving on the board.

As a joint powers authority, the
SBWMA oversees trash services
for 12 local agencies, including
Atherton, Belmont, Burlingame,
East Palo Alto, Foster City, Hill-
sborough, Menlo Park, Redwood
City, San Carlos, San Mateo, West
Bay Sanitary _District and the
county.

Belmont isn’t alone. The West
Bay Sanitary District, which rep-
resents an unincorporated area
of the county near Portola Valley,

.also has rejected the proposal:

And, on Tuesday the county
Board of Supervisors delayed a
decision on the agreement until
January, with several members
saying theydidn’t necessarilyseea
reasonwhyelectedofﬁclalsshou]d
be prohibited from servmg on the
board.

Not everyone agrees, however.
“That’s come up before and the
other cities felt very strongly the
other way,” said Brian Moura,

SBWMA chairman and San Car-

until now.

«

At a glance

- SBWMA’s proposed new governing rules
= Create a new executive director position to manage the joint
powers authority full time, relieving the chairman of many of his/her
responsibilities under the current agreement. The executive director will
be paid at a salary of $140,000-$170,000 a year, not including benefits.

=Gives member agencies more approval authority on major decisions on
real property and bond transactions.

= Provides for the posmdn of chairman to be elected from 'among the
board members, rather than be desugnated by San Carlos as it has up

= Provides for the board to appoint a nonsalaried financial director to
serve at its pleasure. The finance director will be paid for services
rendered, and likely be one of the member agencies’ finance department

directors.
los assistant city manager. have approved the new governing
Moura and others said it makes rules. Other agencies, including

more sense to have city depart-
ment heads, or.the equivalent,
serve on the board because of the
technical nature of the job.

Sofar, Atherton, Foster City, San
Carlos, San Mateo and Menlo Park

Redwood Cityand Burlingame, will
vote on the agreement this month.
Eight out of 12 agencies must
approve the agreement before it
will take affect..

E-mail: ecarpenter@examiner.com
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ing )
$400,000grant fromtheMetropol—
itan Transportation Commission |
t.owtﬁtt.helgstuneqﬂpped south-
ern interchange, located at Willow
Avenue.

Once completed, drivers would
wait at the light anywhere from
less than a minute to several min-
utes, Wong said.
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RUTH ROBERTSON
(from left to right),

Anti-war women's groups

Janey Grundy A
take message to Belmont Gray and Gal Sre
damiwlc of the Pen-
By mmn Gordon® groups that support the anti-war insula chapters of
‘ r movement, formpzflated their an:ris;c CODEPINK and ‘
 attack from the safety of Whispers Raging Grannies, |
 Cafe & Creperie in the Belmont Plaza | speak with Marines
~ shopping center. Staff Sgt. ftgrhad In-
 But they feared that the military | boden after serving
-.hadgettmmdoftheirplamm ; ‘ himteaand )
- when they went next door in their - cookies.
; floppy granny hats and pink outlits. X

GLENN FUENTES ¢
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Grannies stage

gentle protest

|
» RAGING, trom News 1 !
they found the Army re- |
cruiting office locked, th
a sign read “open,” and two
men in uniform were visible
inside. ,
“We brought tea and
cookies. We just want to show
that we support the troops,” -
' Granny Ruth Rob-
ertson of Palo Alto said
through the door, to no avail.
But the Marine recruiting
office a few feet away wel-
comed the women, and they .
plunked down mﬁfu te?]ﬁot
and Tupperware full of home- ; :
made gingerbread “military / S .
men” on a recruiter’s desk. MARINES STAFF SGT. Chad Inboden listens as Gail
“Get rid of those Doritos, Sredanovic, from the Peninsula chapters of CODEPINK
please,” Robertson chided and Raging Grannies, speak about recruitment i
Cpl. Robert Bastida, after serving him tea and cookies. .
And as they munched and : 1
sipped, the onslaught began.  actual number of deaths in “Just don't end up like
Pat Gray of Burlingame, Iraq. Robertson pickedupa  this, with a leg missing,” Rob-
both a Raging Granny and replica of a training bomb, ertson said as she left the re-
CODEPINK member, voiced asking what it was. cruiters some cookies — one
concern about her nephew de- Gail Sredanovic, a R of them broken.
ploylgg in Baghda% cerned  Cranny from Menlo Park, l’)a'c“l:’ou guysrfhoulg b e
y con ' more often,” Fr|
about the recruiting at the g?’fﬁg c‘f,ﬁff;?“éfﬁ;i:,‘i‘;?" Thomas Sanford said. \ ,
high schools,” she said. “He cruits sign, concerned that The recruiters didn't seem
lmed hﬁw to kﬂl peﬁplev some guar‘antees such as the tO mmd the “slt. &nd Rob'
which is not really a job skill.” job someone will do or how ertson declared “mission ac- |
The women examined a long they will serve, are any- ~ complished" as the group of
bulletin board wlttg photos of thing but. ! women, who ranged in age |
new young recruits. ' from 46 to 90, sang rallyin
‘Ih:yngan't_vote at age 17 rt“’gt;ere nils;l?o Cos;m;lmer Re- bl 14 sang g
but they can sign away their ~ POTs lor mtat;ye c:t tsl? “Our job here is to answer
life?” Robertson asked. " houldbe ¢ questions,” Sanford said. |
Staff Sgt. Chad Inboden ~ VerY least, we should “What makes the lady that's
answered their questions. uuthlf:!’wlllﬂi 0“5 yE;ung 90-something-years old dif-
“These are young — Hﬂfé’l’h . she sat - dg“ﬁﬁm ferent from someone that's 47
Srostiex MRl looking to el | 1T BETRS petéeie e They seem like nice ladies
g:temsemsure‘" - st;;;di:or a successful but they don't tell you that.” willing to give }ns cookies,
There were questions Inboden said contracts .
about benefits for veterans —  cannot be altered without the
which the women said needed individual's consent.
to be better — and about the The visit ended amicably. /f
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Starmakers find an effort worth repeating

Belmont baseball
team becoming
national power

BY JAKE LEONARD
Special to The Examiner

A baseball factory is quickly
being established on the Peninsula.
The Starmaker Titans of
Belmont recently leveled the com-

petition in the Amateur Athlefic

Union under-14 -tournament at
Sarasota, Fla., bringing home a
national championship for the sec-
ond straight year. The Titans have
been in existence for just five years.

“East Cobb, in Atlanta, is as
good as it gets,” Starmaker coach
Ed Mitehell said. “But we're up
there now” r

The Titans went 9-1 during their
title run through the 54-team field,
capped off by a 7-1 victory over
Easton Select of Orlando, Fla.

“Theplayersgot thislookintheir

eyes,” Mitchellsaid. “[Thecoaching
staff]knew this was an exceptional
baseball team, and when we saw
them toward the end of the tourna-

“ment with that look, we knew we

didn’t have to get them motivated.
They weren’t going to lose.”

In the first round of pool play,
the Titans went 3-0, posting wins
over teams from Florida, Georgia
and North Carolina.

Starmaker pitcher Jarrod Hop-
per turned up the intensity in the
second round of pool play, shut-
tingout the BCC Heat of Maryland.
The Titans followed that with a
win against the Gainesville (Fla.)
Thunder, ensuring a spot among
the final 16 teams for single-elimi-
nation play.

The only letdown for the Titans
camein thesecond-round finale, as
the St. Petersburg (Fla.) Stingers
handed Starmaker an 8-1loss — a
reminder that the road to a cham-
pionship wouldn’t be easy. The
players took the lesson to heart,
calling a team meeting to get back
on track.

“Theyreally feltlike theyweren’t
playing to their potential after that
loss and wanted to get themselves
turned around,” Mitchell said.

The team meeting was the per-

COURTESY PHOTO

The Starmaker Titans have won back-to-back national championships.

fect tonic. Sparked by lights-out
pitching from Hopper, Greg Mills,
Paul Anaya and Matt Flemer, Star-
maker outscored its final four
opponents 36-5.

In the semifinals, the Titans
met the undefeated West Florida
Young Guns — the top-seeded
team. Despite starting Ray Del-
phey, who Mitchell says ranks
among the top pitchers in the
country for his age, the Young
Guns couldn’t keep the game close.
The Titans scored 10 times in the
first three innings, while Mills and
Anaya combined on a two-hitter in
the 14-0 win.

The championship game
brought more of the same dom-
inance, as Hopper held Easton
Select to three hits in six innings.
Flemer pitched an inning of per-
fect relief, striking out the side to
put an exclamation point on the
Titans’ tournament run.

For their standout perfor-
mances, Flemer, Hopper, Mills,
Marcus Semien and Max Stassi
garnered all-tournament honors.

Five Titans — Hopper, Flemer,
Mills, Semien and Anaya — com-
peted on the varsity as high school
freshmen, a testament to the qual-
ity of the program, Mitchell said.
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‘A Tree Down On Christmas

A PG&E
ELECTRICAL
WORKER
looks at the
power lines
caughtina
tree that
uprooted
.. Sunday on
the 1700
. block of
Terrance
Drive in
‘Belmont.The
© treealso
' pulledupa
3 gas line
going to one
‘home.

]

PETER MOOTZ
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Room with a view
nestled among the trees

Longtime residents
help community keep
its sense of tradition

By Jim Harrington | Correspondent

esidents consider Belmont to be

a hidden gem among the many

treasures to be found in San

Mateo County.

The 26,000-population town,

located between San Francisco
and San Jose, is known for its glo-
rious views of the San Francisco Bay,
lushly wooded hills and vast
stretches of open space.

It's a quiet, friendly place that
seems to have escaped much of the
commercialization and overbuilding
that has captured a good portion of
the rest of the Peninsula. Belmont
residents, who include corporate
CEOs and hi-tech power brokers, see
the future coming. Yet they make it a
point to keep one eye trained on the
past.

“You'll find people who have been
here for 50 years. My family has actu-
ally been here since 1930," says Terri
Cook, former Belmont City Coun-

New and

90

mosphere remain.”

versity, Founded in 1851 by the Sisters
of Notre Dame de Namur in San Jose,
the university moved to Belmont in

1923 and offers undergraduate and
graduate programs in all major disci-
plines. The school also thrills the local
community by offering professional art,
music and theater presentations.

Belmont has 14 recreational areas.
One of the most popular is the centrally
located Twin Pines Park on Ralston
Avenue, which houses a senior and
community center as well as picnicking
facilities. The Belmont Sports Complex.
at the interchange ol Ralston and U.S.
101, includes various ball fields and
play areas.

The city also has numerous trails
and open space areas that are perfect
for getting away from the hustle and
grind of everyday life. Some trails lead
as high up the neighboring hills as 750
feet, where folks can often get a clear
view of Mt. Diablo.

“We've got all these hidden jewels
that even people who have lived here for
a long time might not know about,”
Cook says. “We are in an urban setting,
but we've got open space. You can go
on hiking trails where you feel like you
are out in the woods, yet you haven't

cilmember and current city clerk. “Even
though time marches on, people still
wanl to see that small-town village at-

Belmonl is perhaps best known as
the home of Notre Dame de Namur Uni-
versity, a comprehensive Catholic uni-

left the city limits.”

Web site: www.belmont.gov

SAN MATEO COUNTY TIMES |- LIVING HERE 2005
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‘Commission to
‘weigh city yard

expansion plan

Belmont officials are preparing to expand the
city’s Corporation Yard on the border with Red-
wood Shores.

The Planning Commission will review plans
today for a new 1,200-square-foot, 16.5 feet tall
storage building , equipment canopy structure
and wash area and landscaping at the Corpora-
tion Yard at 110 Sem Lane, according to a report
by Craig Ewing, community development direc-
tor.

The roughly 2-acre Corporation Yard site is
surrounded by light industrial facilities, a 267-
room Motel 6, a tidal creek flowing from Bel-
mont Slough to the Bay and the northbound
lanes of Highway 101. The property already
contains three equipment and vehicle storage
building totaling 6,450 square feet, a 3,000
square foot storage structure, a 5,000 square foot
auto shop, a 2,550 square foot office building
and a vehicle fuel dispensing island with a
c ;
‘No comments have been received from neigh-
boring property owners or businesses on the pro-
ject.

The city has operated a Corporation Yard at
this location since 1952. Prior to that the proper-
ty was a vacant lot.

'IheHmingComrmssmnmllmeetat'l p-m.
at One Twin Pines Lane.
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Mayor: Belmont is

gmmmm :

WRITER
BELMONT — Worst-case sce-
nario, the city will have to trim 5

'in better shape’

percent — $600,000 — from BELMONT
next year's budget, Mayor Dave ~ MAYOR Dave |
Warden said Thursday at the | Warden deliv-
mayor's annual state-of-the-city ‘ m gtna l:lbpbf ]
address. ,

“It's not great, but if's not the City ad-
bad, either,” the mayor said, dress

at a Belmont Chamber Thursday at

of Commerce luncheon at the the Iron Gate
Iron Gdte restaurant. “We're in restaurant.
better shape than a Jot of cities.” The luncheon |

Warden said $600,000 would g
be the maximum the city would SRTh, the
have to cut, after trimming its ch bYrof
‘budget by $2 million over the : ambe
past two years. ommerce.

Warden, who last served as
mayor in 2002, said the city has 'l;'mm
accomplished many of its |
over the past three years, Next
month, construction will be 7 |
completed on the new City Hall ~ completed In spring 2006. nership. Fire Chief Chuc “Maybe we'll start our own,”
and police station. Traffic flow on Ralston Lowden, whom Warden called  he said, adding that fire-protec-

he Police Department, Avenue will improve dramati- an expert in fire department tion services will be maintained

which has been housed in a cally upon the completion of consolidations, is talking to in any scenario.
temporary building since 1978,  Caltrans’ new interchange on neighboring cities about poten-
is ready to move in, Police Chief ~Highway 101, Warden said. tial mergers.
Donald Mattei said. What's less certain, he said, “We don't know if we are

Construction of another long- is the future of the South going to merge with San Mateo,

awaited project, a new library, is
under way. Crews broke ground
on the project last year, and the
new facility is expected to be

County Fire Authority. Late last
year, the city councils in Bel-

mont and San Carlos voted to
dissolve their 25-year fire part-

or if we are going to merge with
Redwood City, or CDF (

fornia Department of Forestry),”

Warden said.
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Upgrades ramp up in six cities across county

 BY NAT FRIEDLAND
Staff Writer

e e first six demonstration projects:

o showing what can be done to

‘upgrade El Camino Real from a
: county eyesore to a “grand boulevard”
are moving closer to reality.

From Top of the Hill, Daly City to
downtown Redwood City, with Colma,
Millbrae, Belmont and San Carlos in
between, these demonstrations are

geared towards making the areas around

public transit hibs more attractive to
private developers of high-densit.y hous-
ing, retail and offices.

Transit agency SamTrans is leadmg the
push for Phase I of the multi-agency
Grand Boulevard Initiative and has

already put in about $400,000 in seed
money for preliminary planning and
grant applications.

“As soon as the grant money comes
in, we can move ahead with detailed
design plans and groundbreaking,” said
Ian McAvoy, SamTrans’ chief develop-
ment officer.

McAvoy expects some local funding to
be approved by the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Commission as early as

B CAMIND: page 12A

Street upgrades are panned for El Camino
Real in Daly City, Redwood City, Colma,
Millbrae, Belmont and San Carlos.

PHOTOS BY SUSAN CALDWELL

‘As soon as the grant money comes in, we can move

- — Ian McAvoy, SamTrans’ chief development officer
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Peninsula events for Writers Week

Peninsula writers will gather at several
venues this week in recognition of Cali-
fornia Writers Week, a celebration of the

- written word.

Writers Week, which runs through Sat-
urday, was officially declared by former
Gov. Gray Davis in 2003.

To celebrate the week, the California
Writers Club’s 14 regional branches will
hold events honoring California writers
past and present. 71

The San Francisco/Peninsula branch of

CWC will host several events, including a

me@@% a literary

agents’ panel in San Francisco, panels on
memoir writing and freelance writing in
Burlingame and a literary open-mike
night in San Mateo.

The freelancing panel is scheduled for
today from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. The mem-
oir panel will be tomorrow from 6:30
p.m. to 8 p.m. Both events will be at
Books Inc., 1375 Burlingame Ave. in
Burlingame. :

The writers’ forum open-mike night,
featuring 12 writers reading their own
material, will be held Wednesday from
7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. at Borders, 2925 El
Camino Real in San Mateo.

The literary agents’ panel, preceded
by a wine-and-cheese networking event,
will be held Thursday at the Mechanics
Institute Library, 57 Post St., 4th floor,
San Francisco. For more information
about the writers’ week events, visit
www.sfpeninsulawriters.com.
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EL CAMINO REAL RENOVATION

GRAND BOULEVARD
NO PIPE

Upgrades ramp up in six cities across county

.~ BY NAT FRIEDLAND
' Staff Writer
e m'st six demonstration projects-
showing what can be done to
aw:«lde El Camino Real from a
county eyesore to a “grand boulevard”
are moving closer to reality.
~ From Top of the Hill, Daly City to
downtown Redwood City, with Colma,
Millbrae, Belmont and San Carlos in
between, these demonstrations are
geared towards making the areas around
public transit hubs more attractive to
private developers of high-density hous-
ing, retail and offices.
Transit agency SamTrans is leadjng the
push for Phase I of the multi-agency
Grand Boulevard Initiative and has

* already put in about $400,000 in seed

money for preliminary planning and
grant applications.

“As soon as the grant money comes
in, we can move ahead with detailed
design plans and groundbreaking,” said
Ian McAvoy, SamTrans’ chief develop-
ment officer.

McAvoy expects some local funding to
be approved by the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Commission as early as

Em?‘ﬂ”%

Street. uggrades are planned for EI Camino
Real in Daly City, Redwood City, Colma,
Millbrae, Belmont and San Carlos.

PHOTOS BY SUSAN CALDWELL

‘As soon astlygmlt monoyeomes in, we can move
Mmmmmum |

—=lan MeAvoy, SamTrans’ chief development officer




EL CAMINO:

Continued ﬁ'om 1A

January and from the C/CAG
Congestion Management
Agency by March. He also just

returned from a Washington
D.C. trip to lobby Reps. Tom
Lantos and Anna Eshoo for
transportation funds that must
be reauthorized in new bills
every six years.

“The smaller projects could
break ground in 2005 if we're
just enhancing the public
facilities with more visible
crosswalks, safer intersections,
better medians, landscaping
and improved bus stop shel-
ters,” McAvoy said.

Demonstration projects in

Millbrae and San Carlos are’

considerably more ambitious.

The City of Millbrae is setting
up an improvement district
‘between the El Camino and
the Millbrae BART station, and
SamTrans will upgrade public
facilities in the area. Construc-
tion is expected to begin in
about 12 months.

In San Carlos, builder pro-
posals have been solicited for
construction for a mixed-use
development with 350 housing
units on SamTrans-owned land
along most of the east side of El
Camino between Belmont and
Redwood City.

“We've narrowed it down to
three developers, and we hope
to be ready to break ground
in about 15 months,” McAvoy
said. : o

In Daly City, Grand Boule-
vard funding will help enhance
a new business improvement
district by redesigning the
Municipal Railway/SamTrans
bus parking areas, making bus

stop shelters more comfortable

Renovations for grand boulevard

Retail stores across from the Belmont train station on El Camino Real,

in the wind, and redesigning
the roadway to make it more
attractive as a business desti-
nation.

_ In Colma, the six blocks of 'El

Camino surrounding the BART
station will be revitalized as a
new town commercial center,
with wider sidewalks, new infill
developments on underused
and vacant properties and
space for community events.
Belmont will remodel its Cal-
train station as an anchor for
a village-style downtown, turn-
ing an auto-dominated thor-
oughfare into a walkable center
with multiple uses. ;
Redesigned roadways will
encourage safe walking and
bicycling across the tracks to
the west, making new connec-

- tions between the train station,
retail and civic events in Twin

Pines Park.
The downtown Redwood City
project will focus on creating

safer pedestrian routes
between Sequoia High School,
a major bus transfer center
near the Caltrain station and

‘the central business district.

Elements include traffic calm-

ing on auto-dominated streets,

development at the transit hub,

enhancing passenger-waiting
areas and new mixed-use devel-
opment in the prime down-
town area.

During an October forum,
more cities around the county
expressed interest in joining
the El Camino project in 2005.
The South San Francisco City
Council will hear a Grand Bou-
levard presentation on Jan, 12,
and similar appearances are to
follow soon in San Mateo and
Menlo Park.

“Grand Boulevard is going to
be the biggest development in
the county since Bay Mead-
ows,” said Deberah Bringelson,
president of the San Mateo
County Economic Develop-
ment Association. “We’ve all
been working four years to get
to this point where it’s start-
ing to take off.”

E-mail:
nmmland@smmdepandmtmm

-
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Belmont makeover coming?

City ponders whether
to rejuvenate downtown

for better business

‘ BY MATT ELLISER
Staff Writer
BELMONT — It was born as
a whistle-stop along the Union
Pacific Railroad, matured as a
rustic getaway for city dwellers

and grew into a booming post-

‘World War IT suburb. But city of
Belmont staff is less concerned

- with the city’s colorful past than
rejuvenating the downtown area

for a modern, vibrant future.

‘Planners are currently discuss-
ing an increased emphasis on the
arts, more business opportunities
and affordable housing near the
“transportation corridor” on El
Camino Real, as well as urban
beautification to create a Renais-
sance here. The city has
approximately $5 million in Rede-
velopment Agency funds available
and, while it is not a require-

ment, Finance Director Thomas

Fil senses it will be pumped into
economic development.

“That’s the track we’re cer-
tainly on,” Fil said. “The coun-
cil has a list of various projects

they want to consider, and 1
think one of their priorities is
to use these funds to encour-
age economic development.”
Redevelopment Agency money
can only be used in a desig-
nated redevelopment area of a
city, but the different desires
and expectations of Belinont cit-
izens makes the subject a deli-

‘cate one for city officials. Staff

will seek direction from the City
Council at an April 13 meeting.

“Right now we're struggling
with the range of public opin-
ion, because no community

Tuesday, March 23, M

'3 K1
. .‘I.‘

. . SUSANCALY
An increase in commerce would boost traffic on Ralston.
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Refurbished facility
ected to be done by
| end of year in Belmont

B"Y MATT ELLISER

 Staff Writer
BELMONT — Right now it is
the equivalent of a three-story
| blank canvas — concrete hall-
' ways standing without perma-
nent walls and lines carved
into the floor where plumbing
will soon exist. But officials in
Belmont are already imagining
the day when the renovations
‘of their new City Hall master-

piece will be complete.

On Nov. 10, work began to
completely transform the
existing 44,000-square-foot Bel-
mont City Hall into a new,
52,000-square-foot facility.
Approximately one-third of the
way through the more than $7
million dollars worth of ren-
ovation and work is right on
schedule, with the contractors
and city officials hopeful the
makeover will be complete by
the end of December.

“It’s an exciting time,” Bel-
mont Mayor George Metropulos
said. “It’s going to be a beauti-
ful, respectable building that’s.
earthquake-safe. The kind of

‘Hall masterpiece coming

place you walk into and know
you're at a City Hall.”

The new facility will house
nearly 100 members of Bel-
mont’s city staff, the Police
Department, and the City
Council chambers. Council is
currently holding its meetings
in a large room in the Twin
Pines Senior Center during
the construction. Metropulos
is not particular about the set-
ting for council meetings, but
focused on how the state-of
the-art facilities will benefit
the community.

“As far as the meetings go, I Mayor George M ro
" the progress on City Hall's expansion.

CATY - PALL-CITY OFYanie
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pulos and other city officials take a leak at
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Belmont mayor paints a

Belmont mayor to I “ &
speasat Ralton gloomy short-term picture
‘Belmont myﬁﬁggehgm Sk s : : ;
will give his State 0 : ! ]
pﬂ‘goélty adgl in the Ralston 'George Metropu]os said sulting in a 12 percent drop in and will also house the Police
i School Gymnasium on the lona-term outlook is sales-tax revenue and a 30 per- Department, which has been
Middle B S han 1 g- cent drop in hotel-tax revenue, puiting up with an inadequate
March 11, starting at 4 p.m. much brighter After cutting $2.5 million for its facility the mayor likened to
e is invited to the ting y 1yO!
‘ Everyol‘lt' entitled, “Cele B i $11.9 million general fund something “you'd find in May-
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brate t snd Putute™ SEATE AR another $500,000 in reductions  “This building is something
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The gathering - RS HE . stat d of.” Metropulos said
entertainment by students from cial woes caused by the S@'® POV Dl orines s
\ Belmont elementary, middle economy and state take-aways, However, Metropulos pointed Metropulos also boasted of
“ and high schools, and was it's ap exciting time for Belmont, tg 5 sunnier outlook for the fu- recently renovated pal_‘ks and
' designed to be more inclusive Mayor George Metropulos said (yre Thursday by highlighting a thoroughfares, upcoming afford-
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S%fgwm&%‘;smﬁgm et budget for you in just a couple in the works or will start in the gt(:;t omfzvsglsch il il
| o ‘Illllﬂ . 3

words: It stinks,” Metropulos
said in front of a multimedia
screen reading “The budget.
Blah, blah, blah” during his

State of the City address at Ral- .

ston Middle School.

Metropulos said the reces-
sion has hit the city hard, re-

next couple of years.

The most exciting, according
to Metropulos, is the $7 million
City Hall renovation project
under way that should be com-
pleted by the end of the year.
The building is going from
44,000 to 52,000 square feet

“A lot of what we're doing
right now is our future,” Met-
ropulos said.




Mayor rallies
his city In

annual talk

Metropulos keeps it positive in unusual

state of the city address geared to families

BY MATT ELLISER
Staff Writer

BELMONT Cheerleaders
chanted his name as the pep band
blared their horns before the
packed bleachers in the Ralston
Middle School Gymnasium.

George Metropulos was not a
star quarterback running onto
the floor to address his adoring
fans before the big game, but
the Belmont mayor's March 14
state of the city address was, in
effect, a pep rally for the city.

The mayor spent only a
moment of his speech dwelling
on the budget problems facing
Belmont and cities across the
state. Instead he focused on
some positives
that lie ahead.

“In a typical
|| state of the city,
| the mayor will
talk about the
budget for 45
; minutes and

m how horrible it
is,” said Metropulos, standing
in front of an image that read
“The Budget: blah, blah, blah.

“Well I can sum it up in justa
few words — it stinks,” he said.

Belmont has been forced to
cut $2.5 million from its budget
over the past two years, and will
have to chop another $500,000
this year. It has also seen its
sales tax and hotel tax revenue
drop. But Metropulos, a teacher
at Central Elementary School,
] wasted little time on math

MATT ELLISER
Metropulos students Zoe
Judge, left, and Lauren Shep-
pard wish the mayor well.
before giving the crowd alesson
in the city’s history. He con-
trasted stories and old images
of civic buildings in Belmont
with artist renderings and dis-
cussion of renovation plans for
several buildings in the city.

“There are a lot of exciting
projects ahead of us,” Metropu-
los said. “The new City Hall and
Police Department and library
are on their way, and we just
recently opened Station 14, the
new fire house.”

The new library will be four
times the size of the existing
building, with construction set
to begin early in 2005. The
seismically-safe City Hall will
include a new Police Depart-
ment facility and is on sched-

MAYOR: page 8A

Focuses on ‘very bright future’”

MAYOR

Continued from 1A

same pickle as everyone else and the best, you rock’ to him on

the wall.”

ule to be completed by the end everyone knows all about it.”
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