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" REDWOOD CITY — Five ei-
mont companies have filed suity
Epamst the city, claiming damages
from traffic barricades erected on
Belmont streets over the past two
years.

The five firms, represented by
San Mateo attorney William Turn-
er, contend their businesses have _

suffered since neighboring streets =

were closed to through traffic.
" The companies are asking for
damages. including the fair market.
price of their property, taxes, insur- |
ance, interest and legal fees.

They are also asking $100,000

apiece in punitive damages from 6

thecity.
i

. Allfive — H. L. Heggstad Compa-

ny. Howard Jones Batteries, Nico- '

lai Supply Company, Raker Roof-
ing and Laughlin and Bliss — have
offices on O'Neill Street. The entire
area is known as the Harbor Indus-
trial Area,

Because of the barriers, O'Neill, a

two-lane street, can be entered and _ |
exited only from its west end.gvhcre L

it crosses/Old County Road
The companies complain that

the barriers have virtually convert- = gy

ed O'Neill into a cul-de-sac, one-.
third of a mile long, with barely
enough room for a car to turn,
around in. :
Furthermore, the firms conlend. }
the barriers deny easy access to de-
fivery trucks and force employees
to circle the entire Homeview sub-
division by traveling down Old
County Road, a busy thoroughfare,
to Ralston Avenue to Highway

fot. ) £
' The barriers also delay emergen-

|
A

o traffic and noise and air pollution.

BELMONT

cy vehicles from getting to the bu-
sinesses because of the roundabout
route they have to take and the in-
creased length of time it takes to
remove the locks on the barriers.

Homk‘lew't"tg !!e\llsshavi ?nam-

tained that the barriers keep their
neighborhood free from excess

After a city traffic study showed
that an average of 4,000 cars trav-
eled daily back and forth on Hiller
and Elmer streets alone, the first

~ metal traffic barrier was built on
- Elmer Street in July of 1978,

The city added barricades in Au-

i ‘gust of 1979 at Hiller, Elmer, Fur-

long, Granada, Irwin, Judson and
Kedith streets.

Responding to the battle be-
tween the businesses and the resi-
dents, the City Council voted un-
animously on Feb. 13 to keep the
barriers intact.

Turner argued then that the poor
access the barriers result in lowered
property values for the businesses '
and is tantamount to a violation by
the city of their civil rights.
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| Gne of fbe few problems Be . : A0
 storms coused. In February the reund daved in wouﬂd ﬂ!e Be!hwnf Hd& ,“y:kl‘:ﬂ ic Center,
“which has since sued the city. : _ i L LRy W






