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WALLACE BENSON and FAMILY 
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WALLACE BENSON, special in
surance agent, has lived in Bel
mont for the past five years and 
on the peninsula for more than 
thirty years. 
Benson was elected to the 
Belmont County Water District 
Board three years ago. 
He has served as Chairman of 
the Belmont Community Chest 
and Chairman of the Boy Scout 
Committee, American Legion 
Post 377. He is a Director of the 
American Red Cross, San Mateo 
County, and has been em
ployed as special agent for 
Argonaut Insurance Exchange, 
San Francisco, for fourteen 
years. He is a veteran, having 
served in the U. S. Coast Guard. 

of science degree. 
engineering draftsman 
Elevator Company, In 
~cisco, where he has 
?loyed for the past six 
11d has been active In 
c affairs. 

WALTER FOSTER and Famlly 

DO "RUSS" ROSELLINI and FAMILY 
2806 Newlands, Belmont 

1041 lrwTn, Belmont 

ILDO "RUSS" ROSELLINI was 
born In Los Gatos, attended 
elementary schools at Moss 
Beach and Half Moon Bay, 
graduated from San Mateo 
High School In 1940, and at
tended San Mateo Jr. College. 
He ser¥ed In the Army a, a 
Lieutenant for thrH years. Af
ter the war he returned to his 
studlH and graduated from 
Golden Gate College In San 
Francisco with a law degree. 
As a practicing attorney he 
maintains his law nfflce at 98 
Third AHnue, San Mateo, and 
has llved In Belmont for the 
past thrH year 

TUESDAY, APRIL 8th 
'•Id fer by Contribution, to lmER BELMONT LIAOUI, h• 211, lolment 

DO YOU WANT 

YOUR BELMONT 
BLANKETED WITH 

SOOT and SMOG? 

• DO YOU WANT TO LIVE IN AN 

"EMERYVILLE" OR "SOUTH SAN 

FRANCISCO"? 

OR 

• DO . YOU WANT CLEAN AIR, 

HEALTHY CHILDREN, GROWING 

PLANTS - A RESIDENTIAL COM-

MUNITY IN WHICH YOU CAN 

ENJOY LIFE? 



There is a group running for Belmont 

City Council who have declared in 

favor of a plan which can ·give you 

industrial smoke, chemical smells, 

more heavy trucking - A SMOG

BLIGHTED AREA-NOT FIT_ FOR 

OUR CHILDREN i 

Here's a published state.ment by their 

leader! 

The Redwood City Tribune of February 

26,1952 ... 

f 
J-lere. are three young men ded- . 

icated to a Belmont fit to live in. 

A group of · men who believe our city 

should carefully CONTROL its future and 

not sell out to any group with special in

terests which would prove detrimental to 

the families of Belmont. 

WALLACE BENSON says, 
"My objectives are to provide for street improvements, closer 
cooperation between City Government and the School, Water 
and Fire Boards, and city planning that will increase the value 
of our homes." 

WALTER FOSTER says, 
"The residential charm of Belmont has been long established. 
Immediate and long range planning should be carried out 
without regard to the interests of a few. We must increase the 
advantages of our community by logical development." 

"I'm personally interested," continued Cook, RUSS ROSELLINI says, 

fi B l · 'l r " concerned with improving o r down-town par 
''in an industrial city or e mont Simt a ing and shopping areas providing adequate an we -planned 

recrea , na acilities or both the children and adu lts, and the 
to Emeryville where the property taxes are development of constructive plans that will assist the families 

living on unimproved streets to obtain surfaced roads." 

kept luw due to the "large amount 0/ industry." 
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VOTE FOR 

WALLACE BENSON and FAMILY 
1741 Francis Court, Belmont 

WALTER D. FOSTER, -.,,z;:: t>o..t 
,...,...t president of the Homeview I 

Association, has lived in Bel
mont for. the past four years. 
Foster served in naval aviation 
during World War II and 
following his discharge, he 
renewed his interrupted engi
neering studies at King's Point 
Academy, Long Island, N. Y., 
from which he graduated with a 
bachelor of science degree. 
He is an engineering draftsman 
for Otis Elevator Company, in 
San Francisco, where he has 

WALLACE BENSON, special in
surancE: agent, has lived in Bel
mont for the past five years and 
on the 1>eninsula for more than 
thirty years. 
Benson was elected to the 
Belmont County Water District 
Board three years ago. 
He has !;erved as Chairman of 
the Belmont Community Chest 
and Cha.irman of the Boy Scout 
Committ,ee, American Legion 
Post 377. He is a Director of the 
American Red Cross, San Mateo 
County, and has been em
ployed a!; special agent for 
Argonaut Insurance Exchange, 
San Francisco, forfourteen 
years. He is a veteran, having 
served in the U.S. Coast Guard. 

been employed for the past six 
years, and has been active in 
local civic affairs. 

WALTER FOSTER and Family 
1 041 Irwin, Belmont 

A(V r~i-> . 

ILDO 11RUSS" ROSELLI NI and FAMILY 
2806 Newlands, Belmont 

ILDO "RUSS" ROSELLINI was 
born in Los Gatos, attended 
elementary s,:hools at Moss 
Beach and Half Moon Bay, 
graduated frcim San Mateo 
High School in 1940, and at
tended San Mateo Jr. College. 
He served in the Army as a 
lieutenant for three years. Af
ter the war he returned to his 
studies and graduated from 
Golden Gate College in San 
Francisco with ti law degree. 
As a practicing attorney he 
maintains his law office at 98 
Third Avenue, San Mateo, and 
has lived in Belmont for the 
past three years. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 8th 
Uterctture ifuld far by._Bn_TER B!!:,MP~T ll.lU,\UE, Box 215, Belmont 

y · ,_~]ott... 



__.d'l'H McMILLAN, Chairman 
KN ERANOSIAN, Vic-e-Chairma11 
VIRGINIA PIKE, SeNelary 
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WILLIAM PIKE 
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MRS. VIRGINIA PHIPPS 

BETTER 

B LMONT LEAGU·E 
PosT OFFICE Box 215 
BELMONT, CALIFORNIA 

'WITHDRAWS ITS SUPPORT OF 'WALLACE BENSON FOR 

BELMONT CITY COUNCIL 

Dear Neig bor: 

Members of the Better Belmont League have, in a written statement 
mailed tolWallace Benson, accused him of being responsible for the 
full page advertisement appearing in the April 3rd issue of the 
San Carlo Enquirer, and they have cal.led to his attention that 
the info tion appearing under the caption, "Wallace Benson Repu
diates Su port or Better Belmont League" is false. 

Mr. Walla e Benson met with the executive committee of the Better 
Belmont Lague on two different occasions and asked for the organi
zation's upport. 

· On Sunday March , 1952, Mr. Benson attended a meeting with the 
executive committee, held at the home of Ken A. McMillan. Further, 
present a that meeting were two other candidates for the Belmont 
Council Mr. Walter Foster and Mr. lldo "Russ" Rosellini. The 
material sed in the printed piece of literature entitled, "Do You 
'Want Belm nt Blanketed With SOOT AND SMOG" and mailecl to the resi
dents of lmont, was prepared at that meeting. 'Wallace Benson was 
not only resent, but contributed to the :EI"eparatios of the material. 

For res.so s unknown to the League members, Benson has now seen fit 
to repudi te his position notwithstanding the fact that there were 
ten other citizens present at this particular meeting. 

Wallace B son also attended neighborhood meetings held at the 
Virgin:ta hipps residence at 2309 Newlands, and at the Virginia Pike 
residence 2040 Irwin Street. Mrs. Phipps and Mrs. Pike are active 
members o the Be-tter Belmont League and arranged these meetings to 
assist th candidates t'he League is supporting. 

Members o the League 'Wish to call to your attention that, in view of 
the facts that .a serious question has arisen in regard to Wallace 
Benson' s tegri ty and honesty. As such, we seriously quest.ion the 
advisabil ty of electing Wallace Benson to the .Belmont City Council, 
and, ther fore, have 'Withdrawn our support. We strongly urge that 
you give reful consideration to the follcnnng suggestions. 

vailed upon our present Mayor, Lester R. Reetz, to al.law 
volunteer omen workers to suggest to their neighbors that his name 
be written in on the oollot as the people's choice to fill one vacancy 
on the Cit Council. 
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The members of the Better Belmont League and v lunteer workers, con
sisting of residents living in all areas of th to"1n, wish to emphasize 
the extreme importance of your ·voting at the C cil Election on Tues
day, April 8, 1952. 

·' 
They recommend that you vote for·wa1ter Foster, a. resident of the Home-
view area, Ildo "Rues" Rosellini,. a. resident o. the Cipriani area., both 
of whose names will appear on the ballot. Fur er, they ask that you 
brin a uencil with ou and that ou write in t e name of LESTER REETZ 
who is our present Mayor, and wo has served ou City in an exceptionally 
able manner. 

P.S. 

Sincerel yours, 

Any assistance that you can provide by urging your neighbors to 
vote on Tuesday, April 8, 1952, will benefit-you as a citizen 
living in Belmont. They may need transportation to the polls, 
baby sitters, etc., and your cooperation is important. 



AYOR l TER E 
DRAFTED FOR COUNCIL RACE I 

! <\ s .iJ 

Some weeks ago the Better Belmont _1ea ue, which is merely a g1 oup of your friends and neigh- · 

hers. -residents of all parts of Belmont, who are interested in good government, interviewed the candidates 

for the Belmont City Council. · . , 

After careful consideration the League endorsed Wallace Benson, Walter D. Foster and Ildo L. 

Rosellini. All three accepted the endorsement, attended ~eetings with members of the League and co-op

erated in the preparation of literature. 

On Thursday, April 3, without consulting or advising the people who have been working for his 

electi~n, Wallace Benson publicly repudiated the ndorsement of the League and denied his acceptance 

of their support. The members of the League are f reed to admit that they were mistaken and misled with 

regard to his sincerity, and submit to the people at a man who employs such tactics is not qualified to 

serve on our City Council. 

A meeting of more than 50 residents of Belm~n t, including members of the Cipriani Association, the 

Homeowners Association, the .Homeview Association, the Ralston Avenue Improvement Association and 

the Belmont League, visited with Mayor Lester Reetz on Thursday, April 3. 



her of the City Council for four years and Mayor o the city for two years. has been persuaded to accept 

re-election if the people so determine. 

The qualifications. experience. ability and integrity of Mayor· Reetz are beyond question. and there 

is still time to re-elect him to office by write-in votea. The League urges every voter sincerely interested in 

good government to write in Mayor Lester Reetz for City Councilman and suggests that your vote be cast as 

follows: 

For Your Sake - Vote on April 8 

For Belmont's Sake - Your Neighbors Urge You Elect · 

~c:1ter D. Fester .. Hdo (Russ) Rosellin~ -Mayor Lester Reetz 

WALTER D. FOSTER X 
--------~~ 

ILDO L. ROSELLINI X. 

WRIT.E t WITH 
PENCIL 

X 
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.B~lmont League to Support 
Three Council Candidates 

Battle lines in the fig. ht over I He is. past-pr~si~ent of the 
industry vs. homes in Belmont Homev1ew assoc1at10n. 
were drawn today with the an-/ ~lJni is a practicing at_tor-

. ney m San Mateo and has llved 
nouncement, that the Better Bel-Jin Belmont for three years. 
mont Leagu,e, recently formed Teas for <t:he candidates have 
civic grou.p; ·wm support a slate been scheduled for March 23 at 
of thrfi!e ca;,_didates for the Bel-: the ho.me of Mr. 3:nd Mrs. Wil
mont Council 11am Pike, 1020 Irwm street; and 

They are , Wallace Benson, Mr. and Mrs. Ray Plli_pps, 2709 
Walter Foster and Ildo "J:tuss" Newlands avenue. 
RoselHni. ·s!x candidates are in 
t~e race loi tfir~e sea;'.s ~o be SF Speeder Nabbed 
frled at the April 8 election. ., . . 
. "Th~se tm-e men are tinif!ed After 90MPH Chase 
in tJl,eu; a,ttijud~ t;oward keepmg · • 
Belmont #le kind of residential Up El Camino Real 
!litY we all .~arched for as our I 
horne," said '-~enneth McMillan, Robert E. Miller 29 of 1231 j 
prelddent qf the league. "They . ' '. . 
have' pledg·ed them.selves to work Larkm street,. San Francisco, ap
in the cOUllcil · for the solution I pears in Belmont police court to
to our cit.f .. sr-..x,eet proolems, sens• I night to answer charges of reck
ible long ... r~ge recreation plans less driving resulting from a 90-
t!nd orderly growth as a town mile per hour "speed-,sµree" up 
w.. which we can raise healthy El Camino Real early Sunday 
children;'' morning. 

Benson·, a special insurance : Officer George DiPaola report
:1.ge.n t, has lived in Belmont for I ed that he was parked at El Ca-1 
fiv.e yea.rs anc;l on the Peninsula I mino and wartermire streets at I 
ror more than 30 years. He was 4:50 a. m. when he saw the car 
iµ unsuccessful candidate in the driven by Miller proceeding up 
i9?~ e!ection. Fos::er is an en- the highway at an excessive rate 

,gineermg draftsman for a San of speed. 
.l'rai,-01.sco flrm, who has made He gave chase and "noticed 
l3€Itnqnt his hM1e rot four years. his speedomete111 wa~r1rig a.t · 
;c;- "-----,,,.~-:'. ·-;. , ... around· 100 miles per hour with 

L' ,. s"' .M. no apparent gain on the vehicle" I ·~ • . f. T. so he radioed San Mateo po-lice L 
for an assist. San Mateo officer I a 

- • .. .. Clarence Silva in~reep e 1 - p 

E 
f 

Pol. Advt. t d M'll I 
~r~, 

Ildo L Rosellini, $lbove, is the 
fourth candidate to enter the 
Belmont city council race. Ro
sellini is a claims adjuster. He 
lives with his wife, P~tricia, and 
son, Ron Timothy, at 2806 New
lands avenue, Belmont, amt 
passed his bar examination in 
October, 1951. He is present stt
retary of the Fraternal Order of 
Eagles, Aerie No. HAI, San Mateo. 
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Citizens Form Leagu To Wo.rk 
For City Problems' So ution I 
l. Formation of the Better Bel- mont resi ents urging them t.o I 
mont league whose purpose is to vote in th April 8 election. 

· ' "There re three replacements 
!investigate and attempt to solve to be elect d to the Belmont. citv 
l~~blems c~nfronting the city, rm,.;,r.U i An,ri}." McMJl11'ln 
~ announced yesterday by stated " !s th.a atm Of tl1II 
~ >ieth McMillan, chairman. I leagu; to ave city-wide repre-

up was organized Mon- ~Pntatlm, n thAt, cmm~ll IU'td 
at _the home Of Mr. every vote fs of the utmost bn• 

,_ W1lli~m Pike. The lPortance i · resi0tnts au:: tl ..... y 
7 Jt action wa.s. to vote interested n the welfare of their 

,-ter be sent to all Bel- communit · 
1:::7 ~ ·· · • "Countl improv~ents are 

ur•ent in the matter of roads, 
sewage d· velopments, schools 
an d re eational facilities. 
l"Poblems such as ours ha.ve 
been solve by other commun
Utes. 

"The le gue doesn't expect 
miracles, ut it does hope to 
aid in putt ng into public office 
men who t oroughly understand 
our prob! and who will 
pledge the Ives to do .some-
thing about 'them," he concluded. 

The Ieag e represents all sec-
tions of Bel ont. Other · 

, v ce
ehairman; irginia Pike, secre
tary; Robe t Hunter, treasurer; 
WUlia.m Pi e and Don Howard, 
finance c mmittee; Dorethea 1 

Kelly, p r gr a m s; Virginia 
Pl:\ipp.s, tel phone cha.irman; E. 
J. Hodge-lJ, Roberti Winningham 
and Jeann Miles, pu,blicity. 

One of he first objectives 
of ~e gro p will be the cont
pilation o a city d,irectory. 
Work alre y has started arid 
every hom is to be contacted 
withiil a few weeks. The 

league ho for the co-opera-
tion of all Bel.moat residents 
in obtaini g neeessary infor
mation. 
McMillan aid the league plans 

to hold a f um in the near fu
ture open o all resident$, to_ 
acquaint t e public .. with the 
aim and po icies of the organi-. 
zation. All andidates for pub
lic office wil be tovited to speak 
at the mee ngs. 

• 
1/. 

'Better Belmont league' 
Formation Is Announced 

Formation of the "Better Bel- ganization was the mailing of 
,mont Leagµe" was announced to- letters to all Belmont homes urg
day in the City of Belmont by ing · resident~ to make ce_rta!n 
Chmn Kenneth McMillan. they are regJStered properly for 

The· group whose announced the April 8 municiJJ8:l election. 
purpose is t~ "devote time and . Compilation _o! a city directory 
effort to study, investigate and is also a proJect being under-
attempt solution of the. problems taken. . . " 
confronting all sectors of the Members al~ plan an open 
community,'' recently held its forum to explain ~he functions of 
first meeting, electing McMillan the orga?ization an~ will ex
chairman and Vaughn Erano- tend invitations to city council 
i vice' chairman. cand!dates to speak at furture 

s an, . . meetings. 
Other officers mclude Secy. :__,_, __________ __, 

Mrs. Virginia Pike, Treas. Robert 
Hunter, Financial Committee-
men William Pike and Don How-
ard, Program .. Chmn ... Dorothea 
Kelly, Telephone Chmn. Virginia 
Phipps, and Publicity Committee-
men -E. ·J, Hodges, Robert Win~ 
ningham and Jeanne Miles. 

First action taken by the or-




