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an Outline

BELMONT — The general
jlan of the Belmont Masker
3lan will be outlined for the
yublic tonight during a hear-
ng before the planning com-
mission at 8 o'clock in city
souncil chambers.

Planning Consultant John
Boucher, who prepared the!
plan, said he hoped the coun-
cil hall would be full of mter-
ested citizens.

The plan will be explained by
City Manager John Watts and
members of the commission.
Boucher ' will be present to?
answer gquestions. ]
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Where Once Were Hills

Preliminary grading work for Hallmark
Homes, one of three residential subd

nue. Dirt hauling, once subject of a grand

, is one of the most sens

tive issues surrounding the April 14 elec-

tion.
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sions in the hills behind Belmont, has

changed the contour of the area. Dirt from
the proiects is hauled down Ralston Ave-
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At Councilmen

By BRUCE B. BRUGMANN, Tribune Staff Writer
BELMONT—High rise apartments, long a smoulder-
ing 1ssue Peninsula, are being quietly planned on
a massive scale for the western hills area here, Mrs. Eve

Sterry charged.

City officials today rejected the charges and

tended, in effect, that city

businesss was being con-

ducted properly.

Said Mrs’ Sterry in a pfe-

pared statement:

“This %‘mems acted
to keep this proposed develop-

ment from the public and kept
related issues as concealed as

possible.
“Who knows, for example

that high rise apartments are
being planned, involving high
density and eating up acres

and acres of land?

i expedite the project?

the three-shell game?”’

the council has heard nothing
about high rise apartments and
that they’re “not planned as far
as I'm concerned.” He said that
1“nobody has talked to me, of-

ficially or unofficially.”

Questioned about high rise,

John MclInerney, chairman of
the planning commission, said
|that at one session “everyone
there seemed i .

be moving toward high rise.”|
Cll;y Administrator John Watts
|said: “I wouldn’t know, really.”
| Mrs. Sterry said that a mem-
ber of the Planning Commission |
had told her that all of the plans
{for the hills contained high rise

'quman Hansen, city engineer,"
said: “I don’t care to comment.” |

-

|apartments. Area developers|-

| “Who knows that the city has
four development plans for the
hills, that it has accepted one
without public hearing and that
it uses them all in the spirit of

Mayor Raymond Faber said

.

3

‘|and real estate men were also
aware of high rise plans, she
said.

She said that a San Jose de-
veloper had told her that the
Millbrae engineering firm of
Wilsey, Ham and Blair -had
drawn up plans for him sup-|
porting high rise for this area.
Hansen, a member of the firm|'
|serving as city engineer, con-
firmed today that the firm had
done work for the developer.”
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“Who knows that a million-;
dollar sewer and drainage bond
issue, the biggest in the Bel-
|mont history, is in the works to

‘Belmont Planning

. —— PP

High Rise Project?

(Continued from Page 1)

but said he didn’t know if it
supported high rise apartments.

“Everybody seems to know
about the high rise except the
citizens of Belmont,” she said.
Mrs. Sterry is a candidate for
City Council.

until after the election and the
council will then decide on
whether a bond issue or other
means will be sought for financ-
ing, Watts said. Previously, tlge
city’s biggest bond issue was in
1948 for $200,000 for the San Car-

los-Belmont sewage d@sposal

Mayor Faber and Councilmen plant.

Wallace Benson and Henry : i
i | Faber said that the council had
Huges represent Dlot(E} eid | no intention of putting on 2
Thgy voted recently that Bel-|bond issue ?}h;lﬁe mmgggh diasL-
mont needs more apartment|the issue g
buildings, Councilman ~Robert|cussed f=llt1 tﬁ ggxﬂgr{e i
Fitzgerald’s position is that nothing t‘an e 1085.”
'Belmont has enough apartments. COHSU'E‘E 10 P stu:dy ¥
Faber denied he favored high/He said a s cgause < S
density. Benson and Huges could been 3PP1&V ol
not be reached today. High rise ft?énir 'g; R
refers to apartments of mpre Yiee "Stofry adied wily® the
S g s : council okayed the Cipriani and
Wilsey, Ham and B}axr made Hallmark Homes developments
the report on the hills devel-l; "o hijis pefore the bond is-
opment. The report showed aio, haq peen passed and the
\dramatic increase in multi-|couer project approved. The city
‘family units: up 439 per Cently;t pave known it needed ex-
from 1950 to 1060. In 1955, .94 tensive work, she said.
per cent of the dwelling units| (The Wilsey report warn_ed
constructed in Belmont Were|«hat any development and in-
single family; in 1961, only 37|creased runoff in the West Hills
per cent were single family. area would aggravate’];he exist-
Such high density develop-|ing drainage problems and that
ment, Mrs. Sterry said, ‘“has present dramags flows into
impoverished the school dis-|Notre Dame lake “‘where there
| trict and depleted our finances. |are }nadequate con,t,rols as to
| “Last year, we ended up with terminal rur_xqff L recomé
'a school district that reached mer_lded addljzl‘opalfewerage an
maximum impoverishment, a|drainage _facllmes. =k :
special self-taxing election and Rega}*dmg mulnphcnyt 0
| depleted city finances.” plans in Belmont, Mrs. Sterry
“We also have patched-up|pointed out that the past maii
streets and sidewalks, a deplor-|ter plan had been sl}elvedsgarxéx
able lack of recreation facilities|bitter controversy in 19 l;e-
and so few policemen that a fore'lt was brought to pqi)l &
man can’t be spared for a few|hearing. The plan was kille
moments to direct traffic in|because it said t’here were
front of the new Central School.” egougl:1 apzrtments in Belmont,
Mrs. Sterry said that taxpay-|she charged. :
ers will noﬁe asked to finance| The multiple hills plans al-
‘a million-dollar bond issue that{low “the council and plagnmg
“will primarily benefit others—|commission to pick _and choose
'real estate men and developers|as they wish, she said. A
—thus decreasing our chance of| McInerney, chairman _cg - e
getting facilities we need|Planning Commission, sal t“at
ourselves.” Plan B had. t.Jeen informally
Little has been heard of the|adopted at a joint study session
progress of the sewer project of the 9ounc11 and Planning
or the prospective bond issue{Commission. ’I‘herg\wwaesm no
since planning documents were Y‘Ote. but gengraT ggregm I l;
approved last June by the|“a head-nodding situation,
council. ! said. i .
Documents submitted to the| However, said McInerney
Housing and Home Finance|that Plan B was not III-ISEd to 3};—
Agency show construction was|prove the Hallmark on}es thé
planned to begin in January, velopment. Gr_a_@xn g or.D
1965, and that it was to be Hallmqu subdivision has been
financed by general obligation|extensive although Plan B, ac-
bonds for $973,500. When con-{cording to the Wilsey report,
struction begins, the city mustjassumes -a m_mlr,r’mm atrlr;our;:
repay a $13,900 non-interest loan of, or no, gradmg_ atrtlld ?;a’s
to the government. wo_uld maintain the a
mir amniant hae haon hald unl“hillv. wooded character.




Vaster Plan

‘or ‘Belmont?

BELMGNT — City officials
1d a group of citizens went
preliminary move in

his week to formulate
advisory commit-

| vho preslded at the
eeting, named committee
tads, They will be contacted . _ .
fore the next meeting set = mittee working>on a
uesday at 8 pm. to determine

elmonters B
Aaster Plan Sfudy

Consultant John T. Boucher, |,
nt|who is organizing the develop-
 Master Plan got a general view ment of the master plan, said
- of-the"City’s problems last{the committee will devote a

BELMONT—A citizens’ com-~

they will : “"’?2 Q\é‘g
Mrsé@ mber |
I ty planning commis- T
on and of the steering com-

ittee on the master plan, said

day thai Arthur L. Lundin,

11530 Escondido Way, had ac-

pted chairmanship of the

sidential committee,

While only' 25 - eitizens ap-
:ared ab the session, many
ad , previously voh.nteered to
rve on committee and will be
i the coming meeting when it
hoped that full committees
ill be organized.

In addition to a committee on
sidentisl development, com-
ittees will form on parks,
aterfront and recreation, in-
astrial and business develop-
ent ‘

E TM Plan Read:
m ier Plan Reaa
elmont Masier Plan Ready
mﬁ@gel_}:’%%power to freeze a zoning applx-l

the city of Belmont proba- cation until it can be consid- Bravide,

|

.better control over its indus-|
trial area? Does the city want|

.Thomas Valerga in the western

.the new Junipero Serra Free-
way?

3. Will it be necessary to|
widen Alameda de las Pulgas;

%@ce/e /‘/Zs/w

/754&40&47(’ &

bfcju/f
eqin.g <

major share of its time to

Istudying the following prob-|
‘lems: )

1. How can-the city obtain

to invest money for improve-
ments of the industrial area in x
order to make it more attrac-|
tive to investors? ;

2. What will be done with the|
hundreds of acres owned by|

part of the city in the light of |

to four lanes north of Ralston
‘Avenue? f

4. What will be the eventualg
status of Ralston Avenue? !

for Siudy Nex

Xy v.\/
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S
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' 5. What is the ultimate devel-
fopment of the downtown busi-'
ness center?

6. Where will the new civic
ccenter be located after the pres-
ent city hall becomes too small?
Boucher said the present city
‘hall is adequate for only about
five more years.

. "An estimated 30 advisory
committee members turned out
for the meeting, plus a few
‘members of the planning com-

‘mission.

Main cbject of the meeting
was to inform the committee
members of the problems and
to instruct them in how to go

‘about conducting the master
iplan study, said Boucher.
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The interim cr(finance would |all uses until’ such tlme as a
the proposed docu- new or revised zoning ordinance

will be ready for consldera-Iered oti . the basls of new Zohe |ment reads, ”‘for revaluation of is adopted
e——

L by the city council some-

e early next spring, accord-
to Planning

Consult
e, 0. 1008
lost of 1tten repm

n four citizens committees
be submitted to the plan-|
g consultant this week.

hese ideas will be correlated
| summarized by Boucher.
he best parts of these re-
s wilk be included in the
ster plan,” Boucher said. |
he master plan study as far|
he lay committees were con-
1ed was divided into four

is — commercial, industrial,
dentlal and parks and har—,

n estimated 50 cltxzens have
1 working on the reports in
project for several months. !
| committee reports Were
nitted to the planning con-
ant last week. °

. the meantime, the city -
1cil is conmdenng an . in-
m zoning ordinance help
status quo while the ma.
plan is being formed. .
ne proposed ordinance.
Id give the council the‘

ling ordinances established by
design of the master plan.

The propesed interim ordi-
ance proposed that the city
have the righteto freeze any
land use proposal which will
interfere” with proposed public
improvements which..can rea-
sonably be anticipated in the

near future in the.vicinity of -

szid use.”
,"”‘w—_-—i

{




Imont Plan Called |

uide, Not

BELMONT — The general

an of the Belmont _Ma.ster

lan is only a gu
y¥ay is binding.

This is the message Planning
Consultant John- Boucher and
members of the planning com-
mission tried to put over last
night at about 40 persons
turned out for the first public
review of the plan.

“The plan is not being used
to shove anything down any-
body’s- throat,” said Mrs. John
A. Gast, one member of the
commission.

Floyd E. Sampson, of 3611
Hillcrest Drive, wanted to know
how closely the planners and
city council would foliow the
plan,

“I would say that will be up
to the planners and the city
councils of the future,” an-
swered Al Kaiser, planning
commission chairman.

Boucher’s plan maps out a
complete land-use program for
the city for the next 20 years.

Some of the members of the
audience were worried that
Boucher’s ideas on land use
could not be altered. ;

. Edward Drotleff, local busi-
ness real estate man and a re-
cent candidate for the council,
objected to the location of the
school site near Alameda de las
Pulgas and Ralston Avenue.

He said it appeared from the
map that the school itself

Bind ?l%g
wanted to know how the clty‘
could finance such a plan. He|
'was talking primarily about
the provisions for increasing

the downtown shopping dls-
trict.

Kaiser explained that therej
were no provisions for finan-|
cing.
“The plan is something to,
shoot for, but it will be carried;
out plece by piece,” he said. E
“It’s possible,” he said, “that}
development downtown could
be done through an urban re-;
development plan with state
and federal aid. I don’t know.”

“"There was no sustained con-:3
troversy over the general plan., |

The major debate is expected‘
to come when the zoning an

subdivision ordinances, more!
detailed phases of the master|
plan, will be submitted for
public perusal. |

The master plan timetable

suggested by Boucher is as fol-
lows:
September 15—Second hear-
ing and adoption by the plan-|
ning commission of the general
plan.

September 29—First hearing
of the general plan before the
council and final action.

October 5—First hearing by
the planning commission of
the zoning and subdivision or-'
dinances.

October 19—Second hearing

=

would be located right in the|of the zoning and subdivision'
middle of expensive apartment|ordinances before the plann!ing

house properties.

Boucher, explained that the
blackened area noted on the
map as a school site indicated

only a heavy attendance area
of the future.

“The school itself could be

located 400 feet either way orithe zoning or subdivision ordi-
a half mﬂe away for that mat- nances stir up a controversy

ter,” said Boucher.

“The area bears no relation-
ship to any particular prop-

commission.

November 3,—Hea.rmg before
the city council and final
action,

“If everything goes along
smoothly these will be the/
dates,” said Boucher.

However, if any portions of,

the dates will be changed.
“We will stick to the time-|
table as closely as possible, ”}

erty.”

An Emmett Street resident! Watts.

said City Manager John L.

|
l
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 Masfier Plan G Group

-.BELMONT — The residential showed that 150 acres in Bel‘-l
committee of the Belmy = _mont are now zoned for apart-
ter Plan study and Planning ments while San Carlos has

only 19 acres and expects less
Consultant John Boucher than 100 by 1970, the year

crossed words last night on the Bich i :
question of future apartment gggéldw [ 5 tier i i

: development in the city.

Committee members who

3 WOII\ed up a report for a gen-
weral meeting of the planning
,advisoxy committee believe the
wdensﬁ:y of population should
.mot be increased in the coming
Years by increase in the.num-
ber of apartments.

+ Boucher believes more apart-‘
ments are a good thing for the

=gity.

. Andthe comrmttee submltted
-4 newspaper story which indi-
“cated that the San Mateo
‘County cities which haye the
highest assessed valuation per
average daily -attendance at
«their schools are the cities with
_the least industry and the few-
est apartments.

_ Hillsborough, Woodside, Bur-
»‘.Ii‘ngame and Menlo Park rated
the highest in this regard, fig-

The commercial committee
during the meeting pointed out
an immediate need of a down-
town parking area bordered by
Emmett. and Ralston Avenues
and El Camino Real and Sixth!
Avenue.

| The committee also ‘proposed
purchase of the Central School

jarea for commercial parking
and store development.

Another proposal was to ex-
tend Laurel Street south to
Ralston Avenue and north to,
Middle Road to increase the!
circulation of downtown»
traffic. :

A final proposal by the com-
mittee was the extension of |
O’Neill Avenue west to Chula!
Vista Drive to allow residents|
of Carlmont subdivision a|
more direct route over the hill|
to the downtown districts.

ures subqutted by the commit-!
tee showed.

Industrial towns like Red-'

wood City, San Mateo, South"

San Francisco and San Bruno’
-all- showed a lower assessed
valuation per ADA than Bel-
¢mont’s $10,471.

# The committee also brought
out figures indicating that Bel-|
mont is going beyond the nor-
mal percentage of land zoned
for apartments.

o They presented figures which |



Belmont Ends Slqu\g
Of Planning Director

BELMONT — Planning Con-|it felt City Engineer Robert E.
Boucher’s services|Roberts could do. :

during planning commission| p : =
meetings were officially termi- tlonoggwr::e%e::sm:go,oio&ie::ﬂ
nated last night. with a press statement saying
The action was taken by the|lhe felt the city should hire a
_%2 in order to elimi-|full-time planning consultant
= night fee for work|instead of ﬂrmg the Dpart-time

i e o - ‘consultant.

Boucher, h0wever, is still
under contract with the city
conclude the preparation of a
city master plan.

In regard to planning, the
council also took an interesting
step by making a double de-
cision on an application by E.
E. Cunningham and Charlotte
./Alford Stone for rezoning to
allow them to build apartments.

' The council chose to turn
down Mrs. Stone’s application
because she refused to dedi-
cate a 40-foot strip to the city
to provide for a parking lot.
However, the adjoining piece of
property, owned by Cunning-
ham, was approved for re-
{zoning.

Attorney Kenneth Dickerson,
‘acting on behalf of Mrs. Stone,
said the furtherest his client
‘would go would be a 25-foot
‘dedication strip.

In other business the council:

Adopted a joint recommenda-
tion by the city engineer and
former city engineer, Raymond|
Murphy, that Herman Chris-|
|tensen and Sons be required|
ito post $2,500 in cash and a
'$7,500 surety bond to assure|,
the city the subdivider will|,
lcarry out the required public|
improvements in Montebello|
subdivision

Herman Christensen Jr. was
.on hand to protest what he
“called a high cash requirement,|
‘but there was no debate.

- Authorized the city engineer|
to proceed on plans for the
'$60,000 North Road sewer trunk
line which will switch residents|
of that street from the San|
Mateo sewer system to Bel-
mont.

“"%—\,‘J
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>Janning Consulfant

@

APR 231950
Draws Belmont Blast

LMQ.KT.U‘:&.QQH.RME
ngfen R. Mendel teed off on
lanning Consultant John
3oucher last night. .
The former mayor accuse
3oucher of mishandling the
master plan for the city now
n the late stages of prepara-
tion. s
He asked his cohor -
sider establishing & committee
of councilmen to investigate the
master plan and stop paymen,f;
on all “external expenditures
not already authorized in the
master plan contract.

The council decided to do it
a different way after Counqil-
man Victor G. Wandmayer in-
gdicated he felt the $50 a night
fee Boucher gets for attending
planning commission meetings
is an unneeded expenditure.
«Most of those duties can
henceforth be done by the city
engineer,” said Wandmayer. A
So the city fathers decide

to ask the planning commission
for a recommendation to cut
off the $50 retainer plus other
costs for specific assigned du-
|ties given the consultant.

| Mendel said he believes Bou-=
cher, in his master plan prep-

B

)

o

parts of other plans,
ised them slightly
zo the physical provisions of|

ember that
32%1(1 be ready for considera-
tion by the council by early

of citizens’

turned over
beginning of the new years

to reflect the needs of the city’
of Belmont.

]

« at he has taken!
My fear is th i re-'&
to conform

elmont,” said Mendel.

told the Tribune last
S the master plan

pring. e
i reports from & g

- e committees Wwere

to him before the

So far, Boucher, employed by

h
Pacific Planning and Researc
in Palo Alto, has turned over

to the city only
phase of the master plan.

the zoning,

is first zoning proposal was
tuf'lned over several weeks ago,
revised by city officia153 and a
second version arrived in their

hands again yesterday.

Boucher was not in his office
today because of jllness a.ng
was not available for comment.
The master plan contract
calls for an expenditure - of

vided by
matching funds.

aration, has failed completely

$10,000 of which $5,000 is pro-;
federal government:

y

‘|The current population figure

| The general plan has seven
; primary objectives:

|tor new development.

_pinz area.

Belmont
Plan

MU IJdJdd
Due
BELMONT — After manyL
months of waiting, Belmont,
residents will have a chance
to take an official look at the
Belmont Plan on Sept. 1.
| “On that night, the planning
commission will hold a public
hearing on planning consultant
[John Boucher’s general plan.
Tribune readers have had
more than & month to think
about the plan which was pre-
viewed on July 10 complete with
maps and a thorough analysis
of the proposal._

The plan is designed for an
|ultimate population of 20,000.

is 11,400.

1. To provide high standards

2. To develop a civic center
adjacent to the downtown shop-

3. To encourage water-orient-
ed recreation type development,
both public and private, on|
lands to the east of Bayshore
Freeway for the use of people
of Belmont, as well as to attract
visitors who will add to the
city’s total economy.

4. To protect and improve the
g:i?tent downtown business dis-

$. To provide research devel-
opment for the “west hills”
area. -

8. To protect and preserve
from development the precipi-
tous canyon slopes which are a
major contribution to the at-!:
tractiveness of the city. '

7. To provide a thoroughfare
system, designating residential
collector streets and recommen-

B R R N e y—

dations for their improvement.

o~

B it T
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-|the city has only one quarter
.Jof an acrée per 1,000 popula-
;|tlon. Redwood City, in con-

| One of the primary projects
covered in the plan is the
widening of Ralston Avenue to
four lanes.

But there are other inter-
esting facets concerning major
thoroughfares.

For eéxample, Boucher fore-
sees a two-way loop system of
Alameda de las Pulgas to fa-
cilitate traffic between San
Carlos. and San Mateo. This
would require widening of Ala-
meda..

An overpass at Ralston and
El Camino also is in the pro-
visions of the plan and Boucher
also recommends an overpass|
at Ralston Avenue and South
Road to give south hill resi-
dents better ageess to the shop-
ping district.

One of the basic needs, ac-'
cording to the plan, is in the
park and recreation category.

Boucher notes that, with its
three acres at Belameda Park,

trast, has 2%, per 1,000; San
Carlos 2, San Mateo 2.93, and
Menlo Park, 2.2. >

The civic center proposal
would require 4.3 acres.

A study of the downtown
“trade area,” the general plan
shows, would require a possible
total need for eight to 10 acres

i|of retail commercial land with-
:{in the trade area.

“This means that commer-

;cm development should not
.|extend further than Walter-

mire Street to the south and
Sixth Avenue to the west, with

‘|El Camino and the new street

;{to the proposed overpass form-

ing the two remaining bound-
ries,” says the plan.

Bouchér was assisted in the
formation of the plan by a
citizen group. “Many of their

ideas were incorporated into

‘'the general plan,” he said.
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Pri *ﬁm of Preliminary Plans . . .
§§ep fon of Final Plans . , . . .
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8. Stow approximate month and yeat when applicant plans to undertake conltmtlon'M_'.
fros thet in [tea S(g) of your application, Form CFA-401, attach explanstion,)
Mention any factor on which construction depsnds other than those in Iteas 5, 9, and 11:

9. (a) site for propoud public work has been

[J acoummeo * [ ] screcreo [ ] euacen owoen orvion [ T wor oermereny serrcres

o (Attach evsdenco thereof.)

(b) Condemnation proceedings atarted

. 10,- CONTEMPLATED METHOD OF FINANCING PROPOSED PUBLIC WORK
A, Antfclpated Cash® . o o c ¢ s c o a s e e et 00

B, (1) General obligation bonds authorized

(2) General obligation bonds to be authorized .

C. 1) Revenue bonds authorized: . « o » «
«2) Revenue bonds te be authorized, , .

L]
e e o o 0
L]

L. (1) Assessment or improvement bonds authorized. .
(2) Assessaent or improvgment bonds to be tuthonzed.

E. Other Sources (specify luh}:
(1)

)
.
°
b
°
°

i

(2)

Total - Lines (A) through (E) « o« o v o o o o s oo ,____27_3___,__523
® Attach atatement of sources of anticipated cash (bullding fund, etc.)

{Attach explenstion if method of financing shown sbove differe from that im Ites § of your spplication,

Controversial Document

Belmont city officials have insisted that the council has not dis-
cussed a $1 million sewerage and drainage issue and that no
date has been set. These executed planning documents, avail-
able in City Hall, show that construction of sewerage facilities
was proposed to begin in January, 1965, and that it was to be
_financed by general obligation bonds for $973,500. The docu-
" ments were sent as required to the Housing and Home Finance

Agency after, the council resolution states, They ‘have been

“carefully s'rudled

+
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Mrs. Sterry’s Aide
Asks Spot on Agenda

BELMONT —Robert Brown
today laid a request before the
council ‘;tltr)n test wh:t:;rk a czltli-
zen of Belmont can to the
council'at a public council meet-
mg.ﬂ o

Brown, an unsuccessful coun-
cil candidate in the last elec-
tion, wrote a letter to Mrs.
Catherine Heartsner, city clerk,
requesting permission to speak
at the April 13 meeting. Copies
of the request are being sent to
the news media “because, as
has been true of so many well-
intentioned citizens in the past,
I may be gaveled down before
my questions can be raised,”
Brown said.

Mrs. Eve Sterry, a council
candidate, had tried unsuccess-
fully to gain the floor at the
last meeting to raise pointed
questions concerning what she
had charged was quiet planning
by the council of high rise
apartments in the hills and a
$1 million sewer and drainage
bond issue for the valleys.

The meeting was abruptly ad-

_journed after Mayor Raymond
Faber said that Mrs. Sterry
was a political candidate and
that the council would not al-
low her “platform” to be aired
before the council. Brown, Mrs.
Sterry’s campaign manager,
said at the time that he would

formally request to be heard as
a citizen, not a campaigner. -

Faber was not available for
comment today, but City Ad-
ministrator John Watts said:.

the agenda.” He said the coun-
cil had never barred anyone
from speaking if proper permis-
sion had been requested in ad-)
vance. The meeting is the night
before the municipal election.
The council, he said, will no

answer, but they will not want
to get into a debate,” he said.

that persons are normally al-
lowed to speak without permis-
sion, but many have complained
of arbitrary treatment.

Brown’s questions, all arising
from Mrs. Sterry’s charges and
Mayor Faber’s answers pub-
lished in local newspapers:

“l, Why does Mayor Faber
claim that there are no plans
for a $1 million bond issue when
the council has submitted docu-
ments to the federal government
showing such plans? To whom
is Mayor Faber telling the truth
—the people of Belmont or the
U.S. government?

“2. Why is the council so re-
luctant to obey the state law to

‘|these plans have been in the
hands of the council for over a
year? =

“3. The Wilsey, Ham and
Blair report has said that Plan
‘|B, which is being used in de-
veloping the hills, maintains the
‘hilly wooded character’ of Bel-
mont. If this ephemeral plan is
being used, why are the woods
and hills being trucked out of
Belmont?

4. Why did the council ignore
ia petition for a zoning morato-

&m_wmém they now refus-
ing to consider Councilmaan Fitz-

-gerald’s plea for a moratorium
‘on apartments? Why can’t fur-
i ther apartment zoning wait un-
'til the taxpayers can attend pub-
lic hearings on the hill plan?
The citizens paid for these
plans. When will they be allowed
to review them. (Councilman
Wallace Benson said there
would be public hearings but

“We will place him (Brown) on |P

doubt answer Brown’s questions.| you set a date for the hearings |

“No members are reluctant to|,

Longtime council observers say|

hold public hearings on the sec-|
{tional plans for the hills when|

‘|did not say when.)

«5. Mayor Faber said that|
Belmont has been operating on
a high density formula for years.
Councilman Benson has said
that high rise apartments are
lanned for the hills. The
of Belmont have not been con-
sulted about this kind of develop-|:
meT e council willing to hold
public hearings on any plans
for Belmont, even if public opin-
jon would force a reversal of pre-
vious council policy? If so, will

now?”’
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C|erﬂipc Demands, Gets
Poll ‘on“Fair Housing

By BRUCE BRUGMANN
Tribune Staff Writer

— An Episcopal
minister dramatically injected
civil rights into council cam-
paign here last night”
Rev. John E. Daley, rector of
the Good Shepherd Episcopal
Church, strode through the audi-
ence at Candidates Night, v ..o~
charged that his question on the
Rumford Fair Housing Act hac
not been asked by the meeting
chairman and demanded to raise
it personally to the eight council’
candidates.
The question: Do you approve
—‘‘yes or no” of open (fair)
housing?
Daley rose to “a point of per-:
sonal privilege” in his clerical
dress after the question and
answer session. He said that he
had come to the session half an
hour early, that he had given his,
question to the meeting chair-
man (Donald G. Daiker, presi-}’
dent of the sponsoring Belmont

No—Martin Schneider,
said that a property

will do what the peop
do.”

e ——————

«

-

|and that he wanted it answered. |
‘'He asked whether the question
“had been lost.”’

There was a flurry of activity
at the table where the Jaycees,
had been screening written ques-‘}
“|tions from the audience. Daiker,’
-lafter consulting with them at!
tableside, replied that the ques-
tion had not been lost, but that
-lit had not been posed because
“lsimilar questions were presented.
to individual candidates. |

—_—

~ s

®oE i

Daiker granted Daley the|
privilege of raising the question,},
with the proviso that gach candi-|’
date could make explanatory|
statements. : :
The roll call: Yes, with some
statements that the law (mean-
ing the Rumford Fair Housing| -
_|Act) was the law—Herman Hin-| -
richs, Robert Fitzgerald, Mrs.

wn =B Y

|Eve Sterry, Joseph Zucca, Hen-
S = A

ry Hughes and Edward Vallerga.|that he

owner|{The Belmont Jaycees have sup- asked for
should have the right to sell or|ported in a resolution the initia- services . .
rent to “whoever he pleases
Mrs. Margaret Scott said:
le decide to| paiker denied Daley’s remark
- it

Daley said after the meeting and reiterated
________—_—-’————————‘;‘

Fitzgerald (incumbent): “The
council legislates through the|
people” . . . Belmont’s growth
should be “decided by the peo-|,
ple, not the council” . . . “any '
citizen has the right to speak”
at a council meeting . . . the
|city “should not be run like a
business” . . . reiterated his de-|:
mand for an apartment mora-|
torium . . . said he knew nothing|
about a $1 million bond issue|
(which the council has been|
charged with planning quietly)
land that he expected that high}’
rise apartments would be pro-
posed “atter ine election.” e
. Zucca: Said Zucca meant “Big
. Squash” in Italian . . . wanted
- “a workable master plan” . . .
; the hubbub over high rise apart-
; ~ mentsis “symptomatic of a lack
felt that his question of planning” . . . need “planned
purposely withheld. ‘growth in downtown area” . . .
expansion of city
. “it's tough to walk
-along many thoroughfares”
called for more si ks

pedestrian sal s
Sterry: Said there was “a lot
that the panel had|f talk about planning,” but all}
the across-the-|2aster plan proposals had-been
efeated . . . supported a master

o s

¢
i
& . ) i
;

rem zry

wholhad been

»ltive petition which would nullify
“I|the Rumford Act. :

e >

— decided against
board question because of simi-
lar questions to individuals. The{lan and up to date zoning ordi-

el members were ‘Eugenelance to preserve Belmont’s
De Wree, George O’Brien, Gilllharacter, which is “fast disap-
Armando and Len Schumacker. (earing” . . . city budget has
Before the session, the Jay- een depleted $50,000 in less than

cees introduced Mayor Raymond|Ur years as apartments have
Faber, City Attorney Kenneth . .. sidewalks are “like
Dickerson, Councilman Wallacel b, ” ... must have a
Benson and Vincent 0’Connell, mlﬁ'e:d and better govern-|
a member of the planning com- '
mission. John McInerney, presi- Hughes (incumbent): . . . Re-
dent of the planning ¢ ssion|ewed council accomplishments
ch as marina park, ballpark,
rary . . . said the council had
members of the recreation co t discussed the $1 million bond
mission, which has been feudingjue and that it was “up to the
with the council. atlt?: i .tz:::-at one time
- e down area had be-
Daley's dramatic entry 0%, to “rest but not deteriorate”
the meetin g at the Carlmont], . called for a review of down-
High Sc hool highlighted anjwn development.
otherwise placid meeting, which| Scott: ‘“‘Belmont is a pretty
contrasted with one of the hot-bod example of what is wrong
test Belmont compaigns in mem-lith this country—caught be-
ory. More than 350 personsjeen political expediency and
turned out in what veteran ob-find agitation” . . . “squeezed
servers said was the largesthtween bigotry and injustice on
Candidates’ Night ever. hth sides” . . . “extremism on
As always, the candidates inpth sides” . . . “need leaders
general favored lower taxes,jho act with God-given toler-;
sqund government, lots of plan-jice and moral” concern .
ning and the attraction of lightpan’t sell our souls or libe;tfr
industry and smart downtownlr a riess of pottage.” :
shops to widen the tax base.lvallerga: Assure the ‘“‘utmost
Questlons were pointed. Their 'Iﬁeiency and economy- in gov-
capsule comments: nment” . . . broaden tax base
Hinrichs: More recreation . - in three ways (1) annex unin-
more downtown parking . . corporated county area to East
more cooperation between tt of County Road; (2) commercial}
council and other governmeidevelopment of the downtown |
bodies . . . must “adopt spacarea and (3) reserve a portion|
age techniques” to deal witof Western Hills for non residen-
«“complex problems that requirtial, tax producing government
complex ts” . . . shou , . . said he was running as in-|
follow the ‘“lead of industridependent candidate, but would
management.” ‘accept backing from Faber and
Benson if offered . . . said hej
was no relation to Thomas Val-|
lerga, who owns much of the|,

-----
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Schneider: Said Belmont was|-

a growin,
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ty and th
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- + . unify the council with
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BELMONT — Charges that

‘the city council has been quietly

planning=high “rise development
in the hills and a big drainage

Ipro;ect in the valleys will be
‘pressed at a council meeting
. this evening at 8 in city hall.

A study session precedes the
~council meeting at 7:30 p.m. in
the council chambers.

Mrs. Eve Sterry, candidate
for councilwoman in the April
14 election, said she would de-
tail her recent charges at the
session.

Wallace Benson, councilman
and former mayor, said that the|i
citizens of Belmont would not
{be expected to finance a $1 mil-
lion seweage and drainage bond
issue, as charged by Mrs. Ster-

The Western Hills area would
{be formed into an assessment
district and the money for the
work would assessed against the
property owners, he said.

“We certainly don’t intend to
tax the city of Belmont for ex-
tra sewage facilities for any de-
veloper that comes into Bel-

mont,” he said. That would be
suicide.”

(Documents approved by the
council and sent by the city to
the Housing and Home Finance
A gency, Washington, D. C
showed that construction was
planned to begin in January,
1965, and that it was to be fi-
nanced by general obligation
bonds for §973,500. A copy of the
documents is on file in city
hall.)

The Hallmark Homes project

and drainage project was ap-
proved because it is only build-
ing 60 residences in its first
phase and existing facilities can
handle this, Benson said. Its
second phase will require en-
larged facilities, he added.

that the council had accepted
a development plan for the
hills without a public hearing,
but Benson in effect, contended
|that it had been “accepted but
not adopted.” He said it was
accepted largely because of
Mrs. Sterry’s insistence upon a
master plan.

arge
‘Councilmen

'((M,'

(oot CCe Tonttioe e

J7 Jové AL

Benson said that Mrs. Sterry
had pushed for a plan which
now includes provisions for high
rise apartments. He said there
would be public hearings on the
plan, which calls for “minor
grading of the site and develop-
ment of a balanced mixture of
residential uses and employ-
ment sources.”

Mrs. Sterry rephed that the
original master plan was
shelved before it reached pub-
lic hearings because it called

was okayed before the sewgr*{or low density development.

'The later plans for the hills are
not “a master plan, but a pre-
cise plan,” she said.

“Public hearmgs on a plan of
any kind in Belmont will be a:
milestone,” she said. ‘“Let us

* |be thankful.” i
Mrs. Sterry had also charged|

(Article 11 of the state plan-
ning law provides: ‘“Before rec-;
ommending a precise plan, or
regulation to the legislative body’
or any amendment to it for.
adoption, the planning commis-
sion shall hold at least one pub-
lic hearing.” Master plans re-
quire at least two such hear-

ings.)
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Council Critic
Gaveled Down

. By BRUCE B. BRUGMANN; Tribune Staff Writer
- BELMONT—Amid protests and one loud cry of “let’s
K&? e __:Pef_”‘Mi'“smegéjSiéﬁy last ni as gavered
lown by. Mayor Raymond Faber and the City Council
tefore she could raise what she'lat’é}‘caﬂ#”’??ﬁ'ﬁﬁé

e welfare of Belmont.” &—

; | Mrs. Sterry said yes and that|’
| After the explosive end- she would also speak on a §1

ng to an otherwise peace- million sewer and drainage bond
ul meeting, about 15 angry [issue. Mrs. Sterry, a candidate|
bt for the council in the April 14
&5 b g
citizens gathelied 'around felection charged last week—that
Mrs. Sterry outside City Halllthe council was quietlyplanning
and made such comments as:  {pioh rige apartments for the

- “‘That was just like the COM-1hills and a massive sewer and
—Tribune Photo by Fred Rodmissars.”

5 drainage bond issue to expedite/,
~They always cut us down them. ]

NO AnswerS from the knees.” il Faber noted that Mrs. Sterry|-

| “This was a scandal. Why notilyas a candidate and said:
Ars. Eve Sterry attempts to get floor at picket the next meeting?” e This is your platform and I

selmont City Council meeting last night.  “Did you see the Boy Scouts feel as mayor this is a city

; in there getting a civic lesson? business meeting and 1 feel
Ars' STerrYl Who had p,onned TO OSk some “Business as usual in Bel-‘we’re not going t% turn the City

= —

ointed questions, was cut off by the mgﬁt." : council into a political plat-
( : ' ing was ad-| The meeting was abruptly ad-liform.” The remaining seven ‘
YOk g_qvel and the meeting . _jjourned — “an .old councill{candidates would then have a|’
ourned. i e ] trick,”  one citizen exclaimed|iright to similarly speak, he
g — afterward — after Mrs. Sterry||argued. €

came before the council at the|| Although Mrs. Sterr y had|t:
point on the agenda marked|{spoken at this spot on thel¢
“communications.” She started agenda only a few weeks be-(F
o speak, but Faber cut her off], fore, Faber said that she could| '
jand asked if she were going to|not speak last night because the(V.
[discuss “high rise.”” \J item was not on the agendail
] and no formal request had been|t!
received to put it on. K

Faber said that Mrs. Sterry
iwould be answered through the|P

(See Belmont, Pg. 2, Col. 5 e

RAYMOND FABER ROBERT B.ROWN :
Mggvilod down Mrs. Sterry . . . He'll petition council |
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same media in which she is
issued her charges — the news-
papers. Councilman Benson then
Isaid: “I move we adjourn.”
Mrs. Sterry, who had been
seeking a point of order without
response, replied: “Isn’t a mil;
lion dollar sewer and drainage
issue public business?”’ '
Faber reiterated his position,
at one point saying the council
<|“shall not subject the people of
‘Ithe audience” to Mrs. Sterry’s
Uquestioning. A citizen immedi-
ately rose and asked for a vote,
-|but Faber overrode him and the
council unanimously voted ad-
journ.
| Mrs. Sterry said she had
_|planned to ask these questions:
1. “Why haven’t taxpayers
been told that work on a $1
million sewer and drainage proj-

[
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rs. Sterry

(Continued from Page 1)

ouncilmen

noted the planning for high rise
and the bond issue and said:
“But nobody seems to know
about it — city government|
members have said yes, no,
maybe, I don’t know and no
comment.”

Faber, after the meeting, was
questioned directly by a report-
er on Mrs. Sterry charges and|,
asked why such matters — in-|
volving public policy and pub-|.
lic money — shouldn’t be prop-|.
erly discussed before the citi-
zens of Belmont at a council|
meeting. Faber, a county pro—i
bation officer, said he would re-|.
ply in a formal statement to|:
the newspapers, as Mrs. Sterry
did.

have a statement then for the

don’t have it prepared.” Mrs.,

ect is Elapned to start next Jan-

Ty aad the rret
'planned to finance it?”

2. Why did the council zone
for 20 acres of apartments on
the Cipriani property and for
the Hallmark Homes after the
sectional plans for the hills said
any new development and in-
‘lcreased runoff would aggra-
vate existing problems and that
a new sewer and drainage sys-
tem would be needed?

3. Why did the council zone
for these developments when
we couldn’t possibly pay for a
‘Inew sewer and drainage system
‘land when no provision to pay
|for it had been made?
| 4. Why did the council zone
for these developments without
|public hearings-on the plans for

the hills? . T

5, Why did the council zone for
‘|these developments without pub-
lic hearing on the sewer and
drainage study?

Preceding her questions, Mrs.
Sterry’s prepared statement

vrer
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Ithe agenda at the beginning of

ul.C.lly
Mrs. Sterry said today that

the Redwood City Tribune be-
cause she was afraid that she
would be gaveled down as she

the council was holding off these
explosive issues until after the
election. i

However, Robert Browwn, up-
successful council candidate s
the last election, said today that
he would formally file a com-
munique with the council, as a
citizen, and press Mrs. Sterry’s
questions himself at the Aprilf
13 meeting. The municipal elec-
tion is the next day.

City officials outside Belmont
said today that councils have
wide discretion in allowing per-
sons to speak on issues not onf:
the agenda, but that it is nor-|:
mally allowed. Many city coun-||
cils and school boards on the
Peninsula call for additions to

the meeting to. give members
of the audience a chance to
speak. S

Belmont council observers
say that citizens often have
been allowed to speak in theje
past on issues not on the(]
agenda. Such important mat-
ters as the resignation of Ken-

P G

councilman to become city at-
torney and the appointment of
Wallace' McClaren as council
member at a meeting last sum-
mer were not placed on the ad-|
vance agenda.

He was asked why he didnt| :|4oonments

Jor 1€ ‘lfully studied and are consid-
newspapers. Faber replied: “Il ’|apeg 1o comprise adequate plan-|-

five days aE& on Friday. &

she had made her charges in .

was last night. She charged that| :

3 ¢
neth Dickerson as mayor and

<o

~

e~

“Ithe plan was to form an assess-
‘|ment district and tax the prop-

b I e |
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({Ham and Blair recommends

-{1963, and issued by Commis-

~ Benson has confirmed the ex-
istence of high rise plans, but
other city officials — City Engi-
neer Norman Hansen, City Ad-
ministrator John Watts and|

to confirm them.
All deny that a bond issue is

ment documents approved by

show that the construction is

nanced by general obligation
bonds for $973,500. A report by|'
the Millbrae firm of Wilsey,

general obligation bonds.
A press release, dated Jan. 4,

-

sioner Sidney H. Woolner of the|-
Community Facilities Adminis-
tration in Washington, D. C.,
confirms the plans in large part.
The resolution passed by the
council says that the planning|’
“have been care-|:

—

s

ning of the public work essen-|
tial to the community and with-|
in the financial ability of the
City of Belmont to construct.”
Benson has maintained that

erty owners, not the citizens.

Faber — have thus far refused|’

in the works. However, govern-|'

the council at the June meeting|
and submitted to the Housing
and Home Finance Agency|

planned to begin in January,|
;|1965, and that it is to be fi-|

=
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3enson Clas

BELMONT — Councilma

t"night that “a citizen"of Belmont”

i
}

n Wallace Benson charge'tf

—later identified

Mrs. Eve Sterry—had gone to the disrict attorney’s
ice in an attempt to have the council arrested and
led over a secret meetmg dlsput:e

—

—

Mrs. Sterry heatedly re
jected the charge. ;
Benson at first refused tc
identify the person, but he
leveled his charge moments
after Mrs. Sterry stood befor:
the council and questioned a de
cision by Kenneth chkerson
city attorney. The decision sait,
that the council’s longtime pol-
icy of holding unannounced pre-|
meeting sessions was ‘‘proper”|
and did not violate the Brown:
Anti-Secrecy Act. !

 “Itis regrettable that a citi-:
zen of Belmont”” went to the dis-
trict attorney and tried to have
the council thrown in jail, Ben-
son said. Nodding toward Mrs.
Sterry, who had returned to her
seat in the audience, Benson
said that he hoped, if she were

|elected a councilman, that no
|one would go to the district
lattorney and try to have ler
‘| thrown in jail.

Mrs. Sterry, who announced

|her candidacy last week by

charging “there’s a fantastic
mess at City Hall,” marched

back to the microphone and
‘lasked Benson about whom he
lwas talking. “I know who, but
*IT won’t say,” he said.

Mrs. Sterry retumed to her

Isn’t it true, Mrs . Sterry, thgat
you contacted the chief deputy
district attorney? She replied:;
No, it is not true.

Mrs. Sterry has charged thali
the council has been holding
secret' sessions, in violation of
the Brown Act, before its regu-

lar meetings for several months.
The Planning Commission
has been holding similar un-
announced sessions.

Benson was questioned by a’
reporter after the meeting as to
the basis for his accusation. He
said Faber told him. Faber, a
county probation officer, said
that Robert E. Carey, chief
criminal deputy in the district
attorney’s office, had told him

asked Carey about the legahty
of the city’s sessions.

However, Faber denied that
he knew anything about ‘‘the
jail part” or that he had tolc
Benson this. ‘“Don't get m

= - el D

Lot 25

‘Councilman

Levels

(Continued from Page One)

mixed up with anything Benson|*
said,” Faber said.

He was then asked why he
had brought out Mrs. Sterry’s
name in a question after Ben-
son had made his unnamed
charge. Faber said he had made
no imputation other than that
Mrs. Sterry had contacted the
district attorney’s office.

bl
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Charge

‘about the jail part,” said:
“Then I'm sorry and I misun-|
derstood him.” Benson was
sharply criticized after the meet-
ing by Mrs. John Mills, wife of
the president of the local school
board. She described Bensen as
“crude and infuriating” and
said “I don’t know why anyone
comes to these meetings.”

T,
<t

(Faber) that Mrs. Sterry had.

Benson, confronted by a re-

Mrs. Sterry, visibly upset by

\Arter with Faber’s disavowal|the charge and question, said

~|after the meeting that he had
contacted the district attorney’s
office, as well as some other of-
ficials, in an attempt to get an
opinion on whether the counci
had been holding secret sessions.
Mrs. .Sterry said she believed
she did not give her name to
Carey.

“I was within my rights as a
private citizen,” she said. “It
is one thing to make an inquiry
and another to put persons in
jail. T resent this being made a
personal attack on me in a pub-
lic meeting.”

 Carey confirmed today that
a woman had called, but said
that she was asking about the
Brown Act and how she could

.jget an opinion. He said he’

couldn’t be certain whether the
caller was Mrs. Sterry. Nothing
was said about jailing council

|men, he said.

Carey said bz mentioned the
inquiry on secret sessions t
Faber. Carey said he could nos
be certain whether he gave Fa

|ber the name of whether Faber
"| came up with it himself.

Dxckerson, in his opinlon
, ‘the Bel
mont City Council has held
study meeﬂngs for the purpose
of studying various problems
confronting the administration

|of the city together with the

staff members of the city

| government,

“These meetings have been

‘|called by the mayor with the
lacquiescence of the other mem-
bers of the council. The time

of the meetings has varied to

jaccommodate the schedules of

the council members. Prior

|to each meeting, each council-

man has received written notice.

ofAl_:l_xe meeting.
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ago.

|, dervice of the notice has
either been by mail or by:

- [personal delivery by an_officer

(of the Belmont Police Depart-,

|ment. A survey of the city

|records by the city clerk re.
veals that no request for written|
|notice of special meetings has
been received from any local
newspaper, radio or television
station.” (The Brown Act pro-

|vides that news media request
{notice in writing.)

“The study meetings have al-"
ways been open to the public’

‘land have normally been

attended by one or more re-

|porters representing local news.
(papers.” |

In an opinion on premeeting’

;smsions, Atty. Gen. Stanley

Mosk said on Sept., 24, 1963:
“Meetings of a city council with

|the city manager,_ assistant
|city manager, city attorney and
director

|planning tor for premeet-
ing brief sessions are subject to
the open meeting requirements
of the Brown Act. . . .”

David N. Schutz, Tribune edi-
tor, reiterated today that, after
the Brown Act was enacted ‘in']-

notification of meetings from a
government bodies, including
Belmont. Mrs. Catherine
{Heartsner, city clerk, said she
did not remember such a letter,
‘but that it could have gone to
the then city administrator,
Fred Nelson. She said she would
check his old files,

Mrs. Sterry asked at the
meeting whether there was con-|
flict of interest in the opinion
of Dickerson, former Belmont;
mayor. She questioned whether
Dickerson wasn’t giving an
Opinion on actions he had
/taken as mayor. Dickerson
ireplied that he was only apply-
/ing the council’s actions to the|
{government code on secret ses-
‘sions. 3 :

After the session, Mrs. Sterry
asked how the city could justify
its actions, legally, on the basis
of whether papers had sub-
“mitted requests for notification|
in writing more than 10 years|:

- But Mrs, Sterry said she
wouldn’t press the issue because
Ishe had won it. She pointed to
ithe City Hall bulletin

which announced for the first
time that study sessions would
be held at 7:30 p.m. before
‘council meetings,

g L 7 sty
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Conncﬂmen also wﬂl set al
nearmg date for the applica-
tion of Daniel J. McNeil to re-
zone property at 544 Ralston
Avenue from apartment use to
commercial to allow an ambul-
ance service there,

The planning commission
approved the application, there-
by pulling ‘a reverse on its
previous stand demandmg a
moratorium on rezoning until
after completion of a master
plan.

The council will conmder the
planning commission’s rec-
ommendation for the introduc-
tion of an ordinance adding a
professional zone to the city
code. The code addition would
allow professional use permits
in areas zoned single family
and apartment.

City Manager Arthur Brandow
will ask the council to adopt
his proposed salary plan for city
employes.

The Parks and Recreation
commission will ask the coun-
cil to consider organizing a
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment with responsibility for
maintainence and landscaping
of the clty’s parks. The recrea-
tion department currently is
under the authority of the De-
partment of Public Works. 2
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Oﬁ'a,yote on the issue until

twe oiﬁce mstead ot residentlal

suggested amendments 0 Comnet Blvd.,, whose home is
city’s proposed zoning ordi-jnear Dr. Podolsky’s house, lo-
‘Wednesday night and then|cated near the Alameda de las
Pu(ligia]s intersectxon, restated her
and her ne ) )

Clawre McVay of 2704

‘Ccmmissimei' Beb “Webb, who
had been called out of town.
However, commissioners closed|
the public hearing on ‘the prop-
osed ordinance,
~Chairman Milton Tromborg
mmended the commission for
» nearly two years of work on
general plan and companion
mnmg ordinance and map and
said he hoped at Tuesday’s|
meeting “we can put this ordi-
nance to the city council.”
Council approved the general
plan, which is a map and state-
ment of city policy for the next
ars, a week ago. :

om a pre’vxous special ses-
2)| the long-standing con-
de|, was renewgd over

S—




o,

J e ;fc ﬁ/«;"—e"?{
2 Py
Lt A s,

U

At Belmont council m}ehng

’lumbing cha

By orro TALLENT.

A debate flared at last
night’s Belmont City Council
meeting over what a plumb-
ers’ representative called a

lowering of code standards

and a denial by the

building gificiahes —
Another code, calling for ex-
traordinary security measures

in new construction, drew
little comment.
Tom Hunter of Belmont,

business manager and finan-
cial secretary-treasurer of
Plumbers, Steamfitters, Re-
frigeration Fitters Local 467,
spent almost 1% hours, by
onatory and demonstrations,
trying to convince the council
that certain items have been
taken out of a mnew uniform
plumbing code that should
have been left in.

The debate came during a
public hearing on amending

an ordinance by adopting the

1973 edition of the Uniform
Plumbing Code adopted by the
Interntaional Asscciation of
Plumbing and Mechanical Of-
ficials. :
Hunter particularly blasted
the use of plastic plumbing,
declaring that Poly Vinyl
Chloride (PVC) pipes put a
real risk upon the citizens.

He said they not only are
flammable but that handling

them can be harmful.

“The plumbing system o
some of the homes in Behmegt
is a disgrace,” he declare i,

4"Tshe lncal CIW icouncll has fhe'

i

authority and power to makeé not been any trouble with plas-

changes.” .

| tic' plumbing in Belmont since

Building Official Alex Ho- it Was first used in 1965.
‘kamp denied that the code had

been downgraded, declaring
that the 1973 code is not rmwdx
different from the 1970 code.

“I don’t see anything wron
with this code,”” he said.

“The material has proved it-
self,” he said.

Mayor Ferdinand Giuliani
- said that Hunter “has raised
enouglh questions in my mind”
| that he wanted to study the

Hokamp declared rnhere thad | code ﬁur‘:her Upon ‘motion of
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\ges stir debate

Cauncxlma:n Edward D. Val-
-lerga the public hearing was
continued to the mext regular
meeting July 22. ;
The council alse is consid-
ering ordinance amendments
which would adopt the 1973
edition of the Uniform Build-
ing Code and the Uniform Me-
chanical Code.
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FINALLY, THE TRUTH!

We, the undersigned, have prepared this statement because the voters
of Belmont must not be misled by unwarranted, unproven, capricious and
untrue charges.

Some challengers have deliberately amplified and distorted the
foregoing allegations of "diminished public input" to appear as secret
actions to discredit incumbents seeking re-election. This type of
irresponsibility allows no time to refute these false charges. Further-
more, it also blemishes the integrity of the entire City Council and
erodes the confidence of the public.

The Redwood City Tribune in its opinion page on February 27th
challenged the integrity of the Belmont City Council as a means of
justifying its candidate endorsements.

The allegation that people have had less voice in the Council's
deliberations is unfounded because we have leaned over backwards to
encourage citizen participation in decision making. During our tenure
in office there have been numerous Ad Hoc committees:

Noise Abatement Twin Pines
Heritage Trees Historic Buildings
Downtown Design Control Police Department Relocation

Swimming Pool

In fact, this Tast committee required nine months of public study and
discussion that culminated in a city wide straw vote. The council
then upheld the decision of the majority. Public input on the police
department relocation extended over six months, and again Council
decision reflected majority opinion.

Contrary to the Tribune's comments, the Councilmen of Belmont
encourage citizens to speak out on every agenda item, whereas many
legislative bodies permit public participation only on duly noticed

public hearings.
{ /,W :
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ROBERT A, JONES, MAYOR
WILLIAM H. HARDWICK, VICE-MAYOR
EUGENE P, SULLIVAN, COUNCILMAN
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Belmont won't
haﬁ‘ variances

An attempt to hold “in abeyance’ all ap-
plications for variances, encroachments and
subdivisions in Belmont failed last night by a3 to 2
vote of the Belmog{ City Council.

- The motion by ouncilwoman Pamela Ketcham
received the support of Councilwoman Meg
Buckley but the three men on the council voted
against it. - e
Mrs. Ketcham’s motion ‘ecame after former

mayor and councilman Robert Jones declared the ;

city has not had an overall review ‘of the eneral
Plan since 1972 and proposed the imﬁm
or ra%s’orium on building until completion of a
General Plan study. : :

Former Councilwoman Eve Sterry supported
Jones, declaring, “‘I hope the council will adopt a
moratorium.” She said zoning was not consistent
with the General Plan in many respects.

John Stoddard, chairman of the review com-
mittee, said the group is in the process of taking
recommendations to the Planning Commission. A
second meeting of the Committee with the com-
mission will be held tonight. e :

Stoddard said most important part of the study
on ‘“whether we can or cannot build”’ has to do
with restraints — sewage, water and street
capag:ities, noise level and water runoff.

The council heard former mayor and coun-
cilman Joseph J. Zucca describe the operations of

the South County Garbage and Refuse District.

He said rates at the Marsh Road Dump probably
would have to be raised and predicted that
“unless something happens’” in the next year or SO
the district probably will be phased out.

The council decided to take no position on tax
initiative Proposition 13 or Proposition 8 on the
June 6ballot. .

Mayor Walter Worthge read a memorandum
from City Planner Neal J. Martin in which he
stated he felt allegations by former Coun-
cilwoman Sterry in regards to land-use actions by
the council were unfounded. Mrs. Sterry said she
felt the memo was ‘no reply.” -

The council will meet tomorrow at 7:30 p.m. at
the Twin Pines Lodge with the Finance Com-
mission for preliminary review of the 1978-79
budget, problems relative to the city’s computer,
and Sugarloaf annexation proposal.



“BEJLUMNQI:!I’I:}-—"SI‘he future is city’s

growth will be the focal point tonight at

City Hall as proponents for both-mea-
sures A and B on the July 17 speC{al
electioaballot meet to discuss the.vir-
tues offtheir respective issues.

The meeting, a joint endeavor by the

Dougal, Central and Cipr ni Hills
omeowners Associatio will be held
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.Belmgnt’é}(growth is studied

at 7:30 p.m. in the Belmont City Council
chambers, 1365 - 5th St.

Measure A, if approved by the voters,
would limit the rate of new residential
developments to 56 a year. Measure B,a
last-minute alternative, would place
growth rate determination in the han@s

" of a council-selected citizen’s commit-

tee each year.

I plan ¢

The plan consists of nine parts,

outlining the city’s future growth.
The review committee has been

doing the groundwork for the past P
two years, according to chairman

Joe Stoddard, and is now ready for

| the final work on the plan.
Disbanding it now would bypass

citizens’ contribution, he said,
leaving only what the city planner |
is submitting for consideration.

|

City Council apparently
genera
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the council directed the Planning
Commission alone to assess the job
of expediting the General Plan.
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The council wants to have the issue that o

“The council wanted to move,”
he said. “We made a policy decision
a few months back. I don’t see a

| plan up for a public hearing within

He noted resignations cut down

Councilmember Frank Gon-

It’s too little and too late, said to
the committee’s effectiveness.

| Councilman Walt Worthge.
reason to re-establish a General

Her view was not shared by .| Plan Review Committee.”

others on the council.

two months, he said. |

Vice Mayor Margaret Bdékley
went along but added that without
the committee, citizen participa-

‘tionrin government is limited.
“My feeling is we should aban-

don the General Plan Review Com-
| mittee and give it back to the Plan-

| ning Commission to set up,” Mayor

| Bill Hardwick said.

‘stake.

City Clerk Jim
McLaughlin said Monday
that applications for ab-
sentee ballots for the elec-
tion July 17 already ex-
ceed the total number of
absentee ballots apllied
for in last year’s election.
The deadline for applying
for the ballots is not until 5
p.m. Tuesday, he said. o

The election will give
voters a choice between

I?ﬁéglrfsﬂéélg off beat

ly resigned the posi-

tion I hold on the Belmont General Plan
\___

Review Committée. .

In addition, I have withdrawn my
offer to make a gratis geological survey
of the city of Belmont. This offer, inci-
dently, had not yet been considered and
acted upon by the City Council.

My reasons for withdrawing my serv-
ices are multifold:

1. 1find it unbecoming of a committee
member, if he is sincere, to dance the
council’s tune simply because it is the
council’s stance that he should do so.

2. Even at the request of 2,600 citi-
zens, the council will not accept more
than half a dance with Belmont citi-
zenry-at-large because it wishes instead
to continue its ongoing romance with
land speculators and developers.

3. I find intolerable the existing con-
ditions, judged from evidence that con-
tinues to mount, of countless decisions
within the council made by handshakes
behind the scenes before meetings con-
vene. 3 :

Committee work within this frame is
a kind of servitude which I refuse to
accept.

John B. Miller
BELMONT

-

Interest runs Qiﬂh
in “spegiglkle‘étion)

— By one of two “growth control” ini-

absentee ballots.

theé few indicators avail-“tiatives, Me&3sures A and
able — absentee ballot B
applications — interest in
the special election here is
running higher than last
year’s general election,
when a majority of the
council seats were at

So far, McLaughlin
said, his office has re-
ceived 160 applications for

On the basis of the inter-
est expressed in the issues,

he predicted turnout

said. :

said.

could be more than 30%.
Turnout in'a city election
is usually closer to 26%, he

The petition endorsing |
Measure A was signed by
more than 15% of regis-
tered voters in city, he
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n Re-
view Committee, dis-
banded after being beset
with resigpations for two

years, will be revived with .

new mbership.
lgg:ty Council) Tues-
day night voted 0 1to
allow the Planning Com-
mission to appoint the!

group.

‘The committee was or-
phaned last month by un-
animous council vote
with Councilwoman Pa-
mela Ketcham absent.

The general plan con-
sists of nine parts, outlin-
ing the city’s future
growth.

Mrs. Ketcham, casting

~times greater than it had originally.

the lone negative vote
Tuesday in a joint coun-

new members. The coun-
¢il appointed the first

e

Belmont review
body reinstated

B;Gohn Raea:g
Times Tribune AUG 2 1 1979

m%mﬁwmﬂw
C ee, ity st
month, has been resurrected with @membershp four

Planning Commission Chairman Alex Fletcher
read a list of 51 potential members of the community
who were asked to participate on the committee.

The committee is to review the nine parts of the
city’s general plan, which outlines the community’s
future growth.

Of those, 23 already have agreed, Fletcher said, in-
cluding Mark Reeves, author of Measure A, the city’s
growth-reducing initiative passed by voters July 17.
Reeves had been a member of the old committee and
resigned from it in protest.

Also included in the new committee was John
Stoddard, who chaired the new group’s predeces-
SOr.

The committee will draw its membership from a
wide range of the community, including business,
homeowner and service groups, as well as from pub-
lic and private institutions. |

Twelve committee members were drawn from the |
citizenry at large. ‘

Citing inaction, the council pulled the rug from |
under the old committee after it had labored on its
review of the city’s general plan for two years.

After resignations, the commi}:ee had shrunk to a
mere handful of members. - :

On a split vote the council decided to have the
¢ Planning Commission re-estabhsh the committee if

* it saw fit.

[

The commission agreed‘a week ago to broaden the
committee’s base, including all the former commit-

' tee members as well as new ones.

EErE

The new group will have two months to review the
general plan drafts being prepared by Neal Martin,

~ the city’s planning consultant.

o)

77

cil-Planning Commission
meeting, termed aban-
donment a “slap in the
face to all those with ex-
pertise who have served
on the committee.”

Mayor William Hard-

" wick disagreed.

“We (the council) erred
when we appomted a
committee to help the

Planning Commission,”
he said. “It makes sense
that if the committee is to
advise the Planning Com-
mission, then the commis-
sion should appoint the
members.”

Planning Commission- !
er Donald Heiman, impa- -

al Plan Rewew Committee to be revwed

invite all those on th
prior committee to joi
the new committee.
Mark Reeves, author ¢
the ordinance limitin
growth in Belmont, wk
' resigned his committe
position over disagre
' ments with the counc
‘ did not indicate if 1

tient with “all the fuss,” ~ planned to apply for mer
said commission members bership on the new cor
had informally agreed to mittee.



New Belmont General Plan l%eview board

BELM — Three residents have
bee ted to head the newly
formed General Plan Review Commit-

tee, aC ; o

: cod W

~viewing nine elements of the city’s gen- 5
eralplan. QL D9 A 18 /1

The committee eleéfed?iamég Vheel-
er chairman, Mark Reeves vice chair-
man and Louise Hooey secretary.

The new General Plan Review Com-
‘mittee was established late last month j
by the Planning Commission to take the
‘place of another committee of the same
- name. The old General Plan Review
. Committee, which spent about two

'years reviewing the general plan’s con-

the City Council, slowly fell apart after
becoming embroiled in city politics.
The new citizens advisory committee
was established to work more directly
with the Planning Commission. It is
mafle up of an unspecified number of
residential and business interests.

It will meet the second and fourth
Wednesdays of each month to indivi-
dually tackle each element of the gener-

‘al plan.

‘The elements the committee will re-
view are land use, traffic circulation,
housing, noise, open space and conser-
vation, seismic safety, storm drainage,

straints and recommending changes to

sewage and public safety.

I/)e'spite' gr

s

{:\nn Gibbong\ . D
Times Tribune Staff. gf“}r ‘;‘l‘:ﬁ}?
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W “Despite an anti-
g ordinance that limits devel-

year, the city’ Planning Commis-
sion Thursday—night approved

_plans for a 48-unit housin subdivi-
son.. 1T}l O

Three months after voters ap-
proved Measure A, the Planning
Commission approved the plans
that if approved in total, would use
up most of one year’s allotment for
residential building permits. By
choosing to approve the subdivi-
sion plans, the commission passed
the burden of growth control to the
City Council.

The council currently is incor-
porating the ceiling on residential
development into its new general
plan. Few city officials, however,
will predict how the council will
allot the precious 56 permits each
year.

Despite the prospect of likely
setbacks, the developer of the 48-
unit housing subdivision will forge
ahead with plans for construction
of the homes near the Bayshore

opment to just{residential units a
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registered to vote by June
- 18, according to City

Freeway and the San Mateo City
border.

«“We want to develop in Belmont.
We've been working for two years
to do that,” said John Wyro, assis-
tant development manager of Sha-
pell Industries of Northern Califor-
nia Inc.

When one commissioner sug-
gested development may only pro-

ceed at the rate of five approved

housing unit permits each year,
Wyro said Shapell Industries would
back out of the project if that hap-
pened. Wyro said his company
would need the 48 housing permits
within two years to make the
project worthwhile for Shapell In-
dustries.

The 9.6-acre site with 48 homes
would be part of a larger 292-unit

. development, most of which will be

built in San Mateo, according to
Wyro.

He said construction plans are
moving ahead much faster in San
Mateo, however.

Presidents of two homowner’s
associations, whose members
would become neighbors of the
_subdivision, spoke in favor of the
proposed development.

|
|

fire sta-
the County Elections De- |

residents
., at either of

ister in the city clerk’s

r?f%
offi

‘€lerk James McLaughlin.
future of their city may
ce at City Hall, 1365
tions on Ralston Avenue,
gt the county clerk’s office
in the County Govern-
ment Center on Marshall |
Street in Redwood City, at

Belmont’s two

~«Belmont

| ‘wanting to help shape the
Fifth Ave

|
|

h limits, Belmont housing OK

R

partment, 40 Tower Road,

|

“The land has been vacant for |

many, many years. It's an eyesore
and the City of Belmont should de-
velopit,” said Dallas Knudson, who
is the president of the 175-member
Sterling Downs neighborhood
group. :
' Wyro estimated the 2,200-2,600-
square-foot homes would sell foran
average price of $175,000 if they
were placed on the market next
year.

In other action, the commission
revised a use permit to allow roller
skating at Ralston School. Last
July, the commission approved a
permit for roller skating two eve-
nings each weekend on the school’s
playground.

The school district requested the
permit be changed to allow roller
skating Friday nights in the
school’s multi-purpose room. The
commission unanimously ap-
proved the revision.

The commission also renewed
the use permit for Twin Pines
Manor Building which houses the
‘San Mateo County Arts Council.
The permit is subject to annual re-
view.
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Absentee ballots will be
. sent out after June 18 to
those who have made re-

pplication forms will be
‘mailed to every registered

in-the voters pamp
voter.
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Belmont general plan revisions

feedback lag frustrates panel

By;;i"ERRY ROBERTSON

An unhappy General Plan Review
expressed frustrafi t at th
Planning Commission’§ apparent unr
ness to the committe;a
city’s general plan.

Committee member John Stoddard said he was
perturbed that the Planning Commission had not
given the review committee - any feedback on a
series of reports the committee had submitted last
April and again in August concerning constraints
on sewage planning.

Other committee members
frustrations. :

These concerns and others were aired at a joint'
meeting of the review committee, the city council

mmittee
Belmont
ponsive-

echoed Stoddard’s

£
{

Council responded by unanimously giving the re-

- view committee a vote of confidence and by

efforts to revise the

scheduling a study session between the Planning

- Commission and the review committee for Nov. 1

in Belmont City Hall’s Council Chambers.

The City Council and Planning Commission also
promised quick responses to recommendations by
the review committee. (Recommedations will be
sent from the review committee to the Plan-
ning Commission and then to the City Council for
review.) :

Chairman Alexander Fletcher explained that

. the commission had not responded to the piece-

and the commission at the Lodge Building in

Twin Pines Park. :

Purpose of the meeting was to gain a perspec-
tive on the direction of the city’s general plan
revision. The committee, formally an arm of
the Planning Commission, has been working on
the revision since last November.

Stoddard pointed out that the General Plan Re-
view Committee had tried to meet with the Plan-
ning Commission in study sessions on three occas-
sions, but failed because of a lack of a Plan-
ning Commission quorum.

“Still, there was no feedback,” he said. “It’s as

.though nobody gives a damn.”
Both the Planning Commission and the City

e e IR

i 2

. meal reportsin April because they first wanted a

full report. - :

. He also said that the full packet of constraints

the review committee had submitted in August
had come up before the commission at its Oct. 2
meeting, but was continued until the Nov. 6 meet-
ing to allow newly-appointed commissioner Joe
Green time to become familiar with the subject.
The City Council decided also to send letters to

_ the city’s Citizens Advisory and General Design

Committees, and to the Finance Commission to
solicite representatives from each body to par-
ticipate in the general plan review.

Stoddard said the participation of the finance
commissioners was essential because the review
committee hopes to present a revised general
plan with some indication of what future city plan-
ning will cost.

One review committee member, former plan-
ning commissioner Howard Mann,complained
that the constraints submitted to the Planning
Commission represented a ‘‘no growth’’ philoso-
phy. :

However, his point was refuted by two members
of the review committee who said the report was
based strictly on the future growth data for Bel-
mont the committee had come up with.

“The input we gave to the commission is based
strictly on what we-came up with iin the data, not
by any political bias,” said committee mem-
ber Mark Reeves. ‘“We have not been adjusting
data to fit any political need.”

Mayor Walter Worthge assured them that the
final decision on whether the constraints are
backed up by the data would be made on the
council level. -

Committee member John Miller admitted to a
“controlled growth’” philosophy and said he doubt-
ed that “no growth’” could be legislated.

But he said the delay in completing the general
plan review could give enough time for far-sighted
developers to build as much as they can,

=



