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t may rebate

$1 million to taxpayers

- — =)
g.lt residents also would face increase to pay for storm-drain repairs

By Phyllis Brown

(6) -\
Times Tribune staff i
BELMONT — City Council members are
c ( 1 million to ta -
ers from the fire prote rily -

to soften the blow property owners will feel
if the city assesses them to pay for storm
drain repairs.

A $15 million storm drain assessment
district is in the works to finance repairs to
the city’s run-down drainage system. .

The council will discuss approving the
rebate in its next meeting on Sept. 27.

Tuesday night’s meeting was a long one,
and not all of the items on the agenda were
discussed. Among those not considered

were the city’s budget and a proposed ordi-
nance banning swimming in Water Dog
Lake. They will be discussed at a later
meeting.

The council suggested the tax rebate
while acting as the Belmont Fire Protec-
tion District board of directors. The district
is a taxing agency that collects money to
fund fire protection provided by the South
County Fire Authority, which also serves
San Carlos.

Michael Shelton, acting city manager,
said that the district should have a balance

of about $1.5 million in June 1984, aﬁer'
paying for fire protection for fiscal year
1983-84.

Mayor William Moore proposed return-
ing a portion of the money to taxpayers at a
rate of $250,000 a year for the next four
years, beginning in December 1984, |

But Moore’s enthusiasm for approving
the rebate Tuesday night was met with1
more cautious support from his fellow
councilmen.

“I would like to see us »iudy this with
South County Fire to make sure it is com- ‘
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patible with our long-range as well as our
short-range needs,” Councilman Robert
' Hoffman said. Councilman Joseph Green
- echoed that sentiment.
It may seem odd that the city is consider-
ing a tax rebate at a time when it also is
* considering raising taxes to pay for capital
improvements.
. But Shelton explained that the city can-
not use the fire tax money for storm drain
mpaim or anything other than fire protec-

individual property owners would reatize
from the tax rebate would be small.’

Sixteen cents of every property owner's -
tax dollar funds the fire district. pro%g?
owners whose homes are valued ‘at
$100,000 pay about $160 a year in taxes to
the district. Only a part of the yearly pay-
ment would be rebated in the form . “.;‘1

reduction in property taxes, he said. e |
Residents could pay up to $500 a yearf/
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15 years for the storm drain assessmer
district, Shelton said.

In other matters, city staff memb !
proposal to establish the $15 million 73"

%j
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Shelton also said the amount of money
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< u Continued from B-1

repair assessment district
without preparing an environmen-
tal impact report was met with con-
from a representative of the

igves it would be negatively af-

&ty said Belmont is trying to

e time and money by not pre-
paring an environmental report on
the.proposed district.

* “San Mateo is truly sympathetic
with Belmont’s problem,” Perry
'told the council, “but a significant

yrtion of your system drains into
ur storm drain system. We can’t

determine to what degree your im-
provements will cause us problems,
because we haven’t received
enough information,” he said.

John Hopkins, Belmont public
services director, told Perry there
would be no increase in the amount
of water flowing into San Mateo if
the improvements are made.

But Perry said improving the sys-
tem’s efficiency will cause water to
flow more quickly. That would
have a similar effect to increasing
the volume of water and could
cause damage to culverts and
bridges in San Mateo, he said.

In other action related to its storm
drain problems, the City Council
approved sending to Washington,
D.C,, the last possible appeal of fed-
eral officials’ refusal to fund
$450,000 in storm drain repairs at
the Carlmont Village Shopping Cen-
ter and on Mulberry Court.

Regional officials of the Federal
Emergency Management Adminis-
tration have agreed to repair pipe

that burst at the two sites after a
heavy rainstorm Jan. 23, but have
refused money for more extensive
repairs.

While the burst pipe is the result
of the heavy rainstorm, the storm
drain system in the area was dilapi-
dated and the city knew it, the offi-
cials have said. A federal agency
should not be required to pay for
laying new pipe at the sites, they
have said.

The city has maintained that re-
pairs to the system should include
the new pipe to secure the system
should another such storm occur,

The a to FEMA officials in
Washington, D.C., is the last one
available to the city. If it is not suc-
cessful, citizens probably will have
to pay for repairs through a bene-
fit assessment district proposed to
make citywide storm drain repairs.
Establishing the assessment district
and upgrading the storm drain sys-
tem is anticipated to cost $15 mil-
lion.
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Money will

((D o
— A majority of downtown
have agreed to a tax to

help pay for thpee new_lots to ease the
parking squeez¢ downtow!

The 2-year-old proposal just this week
gained the approval of 60 percent of the
area's estimated 50 property owners, a re-
quirement before the assessment district
can be formed.

Th= City Council will consider the pro-
posal in a study session scheduled for next
Thursday.

If the council endorses the idea, the cen-

X

tance from the owner of the Mobil station.
DeChaine said he believes the owner is in-
terested in developing the land commer-
cially.

The assessment district would cover the
area roughly between Twin Pines Park and
El Camino Real and Emmett Way and Ral- |
ston Avenue. |

The area is at the center of the city’s |
retail district, according to acting City
Manager Michael Sheiton.

The parking plan was proposed in 1981

tral business distrigt cedld_gain more than
160 badly neededgparking)spaces, former
eChaif

City Manager Jim e said Wednes-

day. DeChaine is working part-time for the
city as a consultant.

A 1981 study found the business district
about 120 parking spaces short of those re-
quired to serve all the businesses in the
area, DeChaine said.

To make room for the proposed new lots,
DeChaine said, the city probably would
have to condemn a gas station, a barber

as part of a joint city and
boost downtown commerce.

“We have always l:ad a tremendous
parking deficiency downtown,” Shelton
said. “There is a general agreement among
everyone that convenient parking is good
for business.”

A number of businesses signed petitions
to form the parking assessment district.
But the petitioners did not have enough sig-
natures until the new owners of land at the
corner of Ralston and Sixth avenues also
signed, DeChaine said.

The city will work out details of the

shop and a gift shop.

One of the new parking lots would be at
the southeast corner of Sixth and Raiston
avenues, where Belmont Mobil Service is
located. Another would be on Ralston Ave-
nue where the Belmont Barber Shop and
the Grace Gift Shop are located.

The third would be on the northeast cor-
ner of Ralston and Sixth avenues, close to
where a developer has proposed construc-
tion of the city’s largest office building.

DeChaine said the city may meet resis-

\L'
project — when the work
would be done and how
the city and the property
owners would pay to pur-
chase the properties and
build the lots — if the con-
cept is approved by the
| council, DeChaine said.
The next step is prepa-
ration of an engineer’s re-
port on the assessment
‘ district, DeChaine said.

plelp pay for three new lots to ease city’s parking problem

(over)
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- "BELMONT 4~ Belmont rp s will
be. getting a rebat ause of a
fireservice budget surplus bi 11 like-
ly be asked soon to pay for expessive
repairs to storm drains. - _

At their meetidg Tuesday nlght,

Council\membérs voted to return
$300, ' a $1 million surplusin the
fire service budget to property ewners,
Byt the gouncil also agreed to meet Oct.
e s o o
rm assess-

mentdpct
.A public hearing dh the assessment
dlstrict would be held .gbout a month
after the council discussion. The acting
city manager has been asked to find a
large mee _.room for the hearing
werflow. crowd, includms

news at ’%:codnw rnaeﬁng
Tues?day Was sweet for pre
owners, though, when cOunciI, rs
voted unanimgusly to pme ¢
surphis- in fire
bum WV L e
.The: Clty Councﬂ acting a& theeﬂre

M‘bwd otdimetors, made the de-

clsioa aﬁer belng told that, ﬂx& ﬁ‘n dis-

......

fire protectlon for fiscal year 1983-84

" Because the morey isn’t needed for
anything else, the district simply will
give back about a third of the money to
the taxpayers. The remaining money

mlght be rebatqd jn the m;xt tew years,

vidual prope

¥

The action to return the money aisg¢
was intended to soften the blow proper-
ty owners will feel if the city creates a
proposed $15 milliop.assessment.dis-
trict to.tax them fg@r storm-drain ye-

”"r e Belmofit Fire District and the
clty olSa jointly fund the South
County Fire Authority. South County
Fire provides fire protection to the two
cities.

The agency typically receives about
$800,000 from Belmont and $800,000
from San Carlos each fiscal year, giving
it a total operating budget of about $1.6
million, Michael Shelton, acting city
manager, said.

When the council first learned of the
surplus in mid-September, Mayor Wil
~ liam Moore proposed that the money be
rebated to property owners at $250,000
‘per year for the next four years.

‘Tuesday night, fhe council decided it

"might be wiser to see if the moriey will

be needed for future expenses before
promising more rebates.

The precise amount of money each

ropeég owner will receive has not
&e culated but payments to indi-
rty owners probably will
be small, Shelton said.

Sixteen cents of every property
owner’s tax dollar funds the fire dis-
triet. Property owners whose homes are
valued at $100,000 pay about $160 a
year for fire protection. Only a part of
the yearly payment would be returned.

Meanwhile, the council probably will

discuss at its Oct. 25 meeting a pre-
liminary engineers’ report on the
cost and scope of proposed storm-
drain repairs. Based on the report,
the council would decide whether
to form an assessment distriet,
something many officials believe is
needed because of the rundown
and inadequaie system, part of
which collapsed during last win-
ter’'s storms.

Belmont property owners would
pay a yearly fee for about 15 years.
to fund the repairs. Preliminary es-
timates indicate that most property
owners — about 85 percent —
would pay less than $250 a year to-
ward the repairs, Shelton said.

It is not known when the assess-
ments would start. City Clerk Jim
McLaughlin said the actual work is
not likely to start until next year
and working out the complicated
agreements that would lead to
creation of the assessment district
already has been a time-consum-
ing process.

While the council lightened the
fire district tax burden, it also ap-
proved a 13 percent rate increase
for Browning Ferris Industries, the
city’s scavenger company.

The rate increase will be retroac-
tive to Oct. 1. Most of the increase,
about 12 percent, will help pay for
the new Solid Waste Transfer Sta-
tion being built in San Carlos.

The transfer station will replace
the Marsh Road Dump as southern
San Mateo County’s waste disposal
grounds. The dump will close and
the transfer station will open in
April 1984.

Garbage from the transfer sta-
tion will be hauled over Highway
92 to the Ox Mountain landfill site
near Half Moon Bay.

The new garbage rates will mean
the monthly cost for handling a 33-
to 40-gallon garbage can will in-
grease by 91 cents, from $6.16 to

7.07.
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By(Carl Lakey = = [
Times Trlbuno?m @
The city of ould ask y two-thirds of Belmont voters.

voters t )st homeowners $76 The issue of funding storm
annually for Tive years to raise $4.9
million for igaproving the city’s
neglected drains)a citizens’
task force recommeénded. 1
If the City Council approves of
the idea, the special tax will be

ontroversy in Belmont in recent

n owners of less than one acre of
esidential property. The few

DELHMONT [ARXED
REPWOOD L TY TR ( BUNE
OcT. 13, [9¥%6

Raﬁgﬂgll g:lgs,cqmmends increase in
Belmont property tax

_ lot size.
Owners of commercial and un-

has been a point of political geveloped property and apartment -

buildings also would be taxed. The

ears. ~— exact taxes will be announced at a
The $76 would be a special tax Belmont City Council meeting

Tuesday night.
The proposed new assessment on

slection for San Mateo County homes on more than one acre
eriff. It would require approval _would be taxed according to their

_voted on in the March 1987 special _ pomeowners in Belmont with each single-family home is consid-

erably less than was proposed in ity and fairness,”
an unsuccessful 1983 effort to set er Ed Everett.
up an assessment district.

said City Manag-

An assessment district for storm

But the special tax would be dis- drain improvements proposed in

tributed throughout the city, in-- 1983, which bore a price tag of $15
stead of relying only on assess- million, met with widespread dis-
~ments of Belmont hills property sent from homeowners, many of
owners who stand to gain most whom would have had to pay thou-

from the improvements. _ - gsands of dollars in fees fo
“The last time, we based it on 43 dolinrs. In. 940N L

benefit. Now we’'re basing it on eq--

R T i e i —
nounced Tuesday, a report circu--
lated r‘t);::e ? showed commercial |

—— * property being taxed at the equiva-

e lent of more than $6,000 per acre.

Continued from A-3 The report said that multiple-fami-

ly housing would be taxed at a rate

work. per unit equal to two-thirds of the
Though exact fees will be an-_rate for single-family housing.

o

OVvER)




k (Carl Lak?g
< lrpes Tribune stéff

8 for a spec
ted to lead to an election for

4.7 millig repair the city’s
eglecte{l:to rains.
1 If the €ity Council approves the
special election, most single-family
*homeowners will be asked to pay
‘about $79 a year for five years. |
. “-Apartment owners would be |
‘taxed about $53 per year for each

_unit. Owners of commercial prop-
erty would be taxed $1,595 per
acre each year.

Because of the controversy that |
has surrounded past plans to tax
landowners for storm-drain im-
provements, the council is tenta-
tively planning more than one pub-
lic hearing on the new proposal. |
The other hearings would be Noy.
25 and Dec 2. '
_-The issue of funding for storin
drains has been controversial in ’

:Belmont since the early 1980s,
‘at one time led to an unsucc
sattempt to recall four city coundil- |

.men.

. The $79 would be a special tA

\on owners of less than one acre of

:residential property. The few
ipmeowners in Belmont with

thomes on more than one acre |
would be taxed in accordance to
the size of their lots.

¢ The election is expected to be

e

! Continued from A-3

held during a special ballot for San
Mateo County sheriff in March
1987. It will require approval by
two-thirds of Belmont voters.

The city must decide by Dec. 5
whether to put the issue on the bal-
lot.

The assessment per single-family
home js dramatically less than it
was in an unsuccessful effort in
1983 to set up an assessment dis-

trict.

The special tax would be distri-
buted throughout the city, instead
of relying only on assessments to
Belmont hills property owners who
stand to gain most from the im-
provements.

| A 1983 assessment district for
storm-drain improvements, which
bore a price tag of $15 million, met
with widespread dissent from
homeowners, many of whom would
have had to pay thousands of dol-
lars in fees for the work.

This time, the city will attack

‘only the most serious flooding

problems, and ask voters to ap-
prove them.
City officials point out that the
 issue should be much less contro-
versial this time around, since the
tax for most property owners
_ works out to about $6.65 a month, _

The largest of the new plan
is a $1.5 million project in the San
Juan Canyon-East Laurel Creek
area in the Belmont hills, which
will include replacement of worp-

out pipes.

Other areas that will be ad-.
dressed are the Carlmont area, the
area surrounding Notre Dame and

_Arbor avenues and the city’s civic
center.

Property owners will be asked
for about $3.9 million in special
taxes. The rest of the $4.7 million
will come from the city’s redevel-

__opment agency and from a premi-
~ um tax on property owners directly
affected by the improvements.

The city also will contribute .
$375,000 through its general fund.

" The place of the Nov. 18 hearing
has yet to be set, since the city’s
planning commission will be using

" the council chambers that night.
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on ales taxes, Illlci M uwlul-
ed property laxes as top revenue
m‘vq to belp balance eir bud-
i But over the past couple of

level
prompting one city official to de~

llla‘lmlumﬂk

S LUTUNI
AUG. 2%,

ReDWOOD

One clty. San Carlos, I.l uklu
°, volers thiy l::vember to Increase

o-lieu fees.

nlc. ‘Los Altog and Pomll v-nq
- charge 8 utility users lu. which

annuy s applied on te

fNaes, .

ey by providing
sbare of ' tricity (o its residents, while Red °

- wood City, Mouataia Vie

'.Su-n s
"i*‘

TAX -

. need from A-1
plaza on lndustrial Road featuring
Lucky and Home Depot stores.

Courting retall projects siso car
rtes risks, however, Garvey cau-

“Dramatic incresses in sales
taxes, by deflaition, means a ot
more traffic in a city.” Garvey

sald. “And that puts siress oa po- Saola

madenﬂmmcﬂu‘m

cmq-ummmuauu
la some cities,

of retall businesses
fncluding San Carlos, could come annuall

st the expense of
aless

en

In Mountain View, sales taxes
have jumped 39.5 perceat over a |
four-year period ending wilh I.l
198788 fiscal year.

A large cbunk of that lacresse
could be attributed Lo the compater
fndustry’s during Dt pert-
od, ssid Finance Director Ron

“Our economic analysis indi-
cates there is optimism for lu-
creased withia tbe city and
there doesn’t seem (o be optioas
:r manufacturing and tedusiry,™

added.

For the 198788 flscal year, Sen
Carlos wes budgeted (o receive
$2,730,000 in sales taxes, or 27.8
percent of the revenue aceded 0
pay for its duy-to-day cperations.
The city has estimated it will re-

projected.

“The sales tax has been miser
able compered to what we'd like
it to he,” sald Palo Alto Finance
Director Emily Harrison.

Sales taxes brought §13.1 miltioa
to the city last fiscal year, cqualing
34 perceat of ihe city’s geperal-
fund revense. Property taxes fo-
talied oaly 17 percent of the reve-
nue.

This fiscal year,
from July | to June u 1989, the
city sales taxes (o drop (o $12.8 mik-
ton

The growth of sales taxes in Palo
Alto, which previously averaged 12
o 13 percent during the snuo-
Valley's boom

years, bas
glcwed W0 & 3 percent rele of les

past three years.
Nevertheless, Harrison said,
“there hasnl been aa active ef-
fort oa the part of the council ©
recruit business like Mouatala

tries as well as from reull buosi-
BesoL

“Forty percent of our sales tax
bas sn indusirial base,” sald Sua-
lyzh Ol’ Manager Tom Lew-

s ml.-l-hx revense bas
continued to grow at a desithy cltp
withough reiail sales have fiat-

g

ustry-gen-
¢uul sales tazes have climbed
lbod percent over the p- two

mlll 1987-88 fiscal year,
pER | nl of Sunnyvale's reve-
nu. of 313 millioca, came from
m‘“&ww
electroaics firms’ business
tions, Bowever, Lewcock sald he
expects |ocTeases In their saies 0

down
hopes

%

i

hen, Lewoock sald. be
retall sales will have beunced

Az important as sales taxes
ere, Lewcock sald be

sald. = SR
Mountain View pevertbeless col:
lected $11,320,614 L2 saies taxes
h‘lualyur,npru-lpu\-
ceat of the
um-unmuu-a
1 resist tempiaticas 0 give carte
bllxlelwmvnlhlllllnn

Iel:rrln. 10 development |a the
North

In East Palo Aits, where .
$180,300 in sales taxes accovnted |
for oaly 4.3 perceat of the gener
2l fund’y revenues last fiscal % 2
vweumcnnwn-umn-']
shops, restaursnts and @ dotel Ia
the Guich ares — Vines

ture looks brighier.
Referriog (0 the planned Unfver- -
Whiskey
said: “It's a viable opportunity 1o *
expand not

sity Centre project — a mix ol
oaly sales-ax revenue
but property taxes and enﬂny-

Vines said the city nhhm—
redevelopment of (he at-

a rate of 7 to § percent a year.
Sales taxes totaled $1.2
or 24.3 perun\ nl Mealo Park's

fiscal year, while
property hlu rcpr-nud 1.3
miftion

percent st i

-'u Menlo Park, there's been

growth,” said City Man-

mt Mike Bedwell. “We've been
but our

llv: been conservative. Au-

tomobile sales and retail sates

bavea't Incressed o the last two o

nu: years o3 they have in previ-

led'ell said residents are be- |
than

miltioa
execulives of the proposed Westin
Huﬂwhwmhm

of concerns about
mnu. primarily rauunnl
communities such as Woodside and
Alberton mever have nllod mauch
e sales axes.
Saies taxes allecul h 'o.d-
represented. 12 perceat of the

ral fund. !

With Woodstde's small dowa-
town, towa officials never placed
much imporiance on a develop-

punml m Town

g

aTTha Anux Ilcom n. sever.
Been a consideration.” Doolittie
sald. “It's only (considered) in
terms of providing services which

the local commuaily weats.”

Property taxes accoust for the

Bulk of Atherton's genersi-fusd

reveaues, 68.3 percent.

(OVER)

- &E and cable television serv-
Somc cities simply are mmn
al large

tional 1ail proj !mu

i mnaum retall projects that come before

> mdm eudm o rely on in-V them for approval,

e s (1€ DN N0 qum ]Q“,
A Times Tribune survey of 13 lovestment lnterest,

Peaiasula clities revealed that ' taxes, and vebicle-ln-

many of them consequently are

- “More and more cities are runy
cigarette Il:.w'y for retall b;:nm because

economy bas been stagnant,”
1n sddition lo (hose sources, a said San Clrlnl Adminisirator
scrambling to pick up the slack hy 'lcw cliles have other- rcvemn Mike i
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