
































































33 

Belmont History 
BY RUSSEL ESTEP 

. : ........
.
............................. : ·:· ..••••••••.•• ·.··=·•···•·•·····•··•:•····•·•·······················•····�·

__ >Belmont Bank Industry 
Banking in Belmont hasn't always Belmont people were glad the 

been as it is now. As late as 1950 tree wasn't distrubed. 
there were no banks in Belmont. Belmont's population continued 
Of course William C. Ralston had to grow. Soon Wells Fargo had 
started the Bank of California competition. The Bank of America 

•-· in 1864, but that was in San Francisco. was established when the Carlmont 

Few persons from Belmont made Shopping Center was completed 
about 1957. daily trips into the City for banking, 

Belmont people could bank in With Belmont's fast growth, both 
Redwood City and San Mateo, banks were kept busy. Long lines 
use the sugar bow, or bury their formed at teller's windows and you 
money. Or maybe put it under had to wait and wait, Then an-
the mattress. other bank appeared. 

Realizing the great need for 
more accessible banking, the Bel• 
mont Chamber of Commerce was 
instrumental in having a bank started 
here about 1950. 

It was located about a block 
south of Ralston Avenue, on the 
west side of El Camino Real. Mr. 
George Mills was its first manager, 
and Miss Betty Watt was secretary 
and teller. Later she became Mrs. 
Roger Casey. and she moved to San 
Carlos. 

This first bank was in operation 
only a short time when the First 
National Bank in Redwood City 
took it over. Then Mr. Mackey 
became manager, and George Mills 
took a bank manager position 
in the financial district in San Fran­
cisco. 

Later the First National Bank 
was taken over by Wells Fargo. 

. They moved the bank from El 
�: .. Camino Real to Sixth Avenue, 
;;·about a half block south of Ral· 
.':• ston Avenue where it remained for 
!:: many years. Then Wells Fargo 
;=: .bought the former Barrett prop­
; ·erty and moved again. They are 
: still at their newer building on 
· Ralston Avenue.

The Chamber of Commerce had 
used a large redwood there for 
Belmont's official Christmas tree. 
It had been planted by Mr. Barrett. 

About 1968 the Hibernia Bank 
opened a branch on Ralston Avenue 
in the Carlmont area. They found 
themselves busy right from the 
start. 

Then the California Canadian 
Bank opened on El Camino Real 
one-half block south of Davey Glen 
Avenue. They too, were soon busy. 

Then the Bank of America opened 
a second bank in the Sterling Downs 
Shopping area, referred to as "Bel 
Plaza". 

Suddenly Belmont was well serv• 
iced by five banks, and then the 
savings and loan companies moved 
in. Now we have four - Bay View 
Federal Savings and Loan Associa• 
tion, Santa Barbara Savings and 
Loan Association, All State Sav­
ings and Loan Association, and the 
West Coast Federal Savings and Loan 
Association. 

With Belmont's population 
growth having increased from 5,567 
in 1950 up to 26,500 in 13!1, and new 
houses everywhere, and stn!ets cover­
ed with paving, things have changed. 
Suppose there were no banks here. 

Wit.h everything covered, you 
might not find an open place where 
you could bury your money. One 
thing for sure, Belmont people 
are no longer bothered with a lump 
under the mattress! 

More next week. 
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The Roots of Medical Care 

Belmont is really a very healthy 
place in which to live, but if anyone 
is in need of medical help it is avail­
able. In fact, it has been available 
here for a long time. 

'The first sanitarium here was the 
Gardner Sanitarium, which had been 
the Ralston home. Following Mr. 
Ralston's death in 1875, Senator 
Sharon owned the mansion until 
his own death in 1885. 'Then, in 
1901, under the ownership of Dr. 
Alden Gardner, the large house 
became the Gardner Sanitarium. 

In 1918 a second sanitarium was 
established here, in the former 
Hansen home which was on the 
north side of Ralston Avenue. The 
large house was demolished a few 
years ago to make room for the 
extension of Sixth Avenue toward 
the north, into Hill Street. Although 
the sanitarium had carried the name 
"Nerve Rest Sanitarium" the name 
was changed to "Buena Campbell 
Sanitarium" an.d the institution was 
was moved into a new building on 
Hill Street, a little higher up the 
hillside. Presently it is mainly used 
for a convalescent hospital. 

In 1924 the California Sanitarium 
was established in the former large 
home of C.R. Splivalo, San Fran• 
cisco 's macaroni king. The building 
is gone now to make room for con­
dominiums, but it had been on the 
west side of Lake Street, about a 
half block north of Carlmont Drive. 
The sanitarium was supported by 
the Charles Howard Foundation 
to help children who had tuber­
culosis. 

In 1924 Mr.;. Annett Alexander 
established her Alexander Sanitar­
ium in Belmont. It was on Ralston 
Avenue and treated persons with 
nervous disorders. Following Mr.;. 
Alexander's aeath in 1959, others 
acquired the property and re-named 
it Belmont Hills Sanitarium, and it 
is still known by that name. 

Then, of course, there was the 
former George Center home in 
Twin Pines Park. We refer to it now 
as The Mansion. George Center was 
cashier of the Bank of California. 

AA old newpaper clipping in 
mv files states that the house was 
completed in October 1906, and the 
Center family moved there from San 
Francisco in that month. Starting 
in 1925 the house was. used for a 
nervous disorder sanitarium. The 
owners gave it the name "Twin 
Pines Sanitarium." 

You might think this would be 
enough sanitariums for Belmont, 
but Mr. Edward Drotleff later 
had the Carlmont Convalescent 
Hospital built. It is located on 
Carlmont Drive, one-half block west 
of the Alameda de las Pulgas. 

Ed's father was a builder in 
Belmont. Ed lost both hands while 
working for him. Mr. Drotleff had 
placed dynamite under a stump 
to dear a lot for a new house. The 
explosion failed to materialize and 
Ed ran up to see what was the rea­
son. At that instant the explosion 
came and Ed's two hands were gone. 

When he recovered, he had 
mechanical hands fitted, and he 
learned to manipulate them ex. 
pertly. Following his recovery he 
became a successful Belmont busi­
nessman. He arranged for his father 
to build the Carlmont Convalescent 
Hospital, probably remembering the 
many months he had spent con­
valescing. 

Unfortunately, both Ed Drotleff 
and his father died after the hospital 
was completed, and placed in opera­
tion. 

Although Belmont has adequate 
hospitals and sanitariums, good cli­
mate, a comparatively easy life, and 
just about everything anyone could 
ask for, even good Belmont people 
seem not to live forever. 

More next week. 
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�A Look at Rea I Estate 
At a Belmont Lions Club meeting 

.30 years ago the speaker was describ-
�-1ng towns and subdivisions, and 

he stated that real estate people 
are really the "Mama's and Papa's" 
. of all towns. 

-.i:i Mr. A. P. Johnson was the first 
real estate man to have an office 
in. Belmont. His office was on the 
south side of Ralston Avenue, a 
short distance west of El Camino 

}teal, in 1904.

� '.. Other offices opened in 1924 
·::wi;len the big developments came.
Mr. Daniel St. George, with Sprague
"B!nith salesman, sold property in

.. Bay View Heights. Monroe, Miller,
and Lyon, sold lots from their 
small, round real estate office at 
the intersection of Alameda de las 
�!gas, and Covington Avenue. 

;.'James Monroe later operated an ·· 
office near St. Joseph's Military 
Academy, where Carlmont Shopping 
center is now located. There were 

�-�veral other early offices. 
c: Louis Morton's office, with Ken­

neth Renker and myself salesmen, 
was on the west side of El Camino 
Real near Harbor Blvd. in· 1946. 
:fhe building burned and we moved 

�cross the street. Then I took 
over the office after Lou Morton 
had a heart attack. 

-::'· · Paul Gardiner's office was on 
El Camino Real, north of Hill Street. 

· In 1�9 Embert M. Brown came over
from Hawaii and opened an off.ice
north of Gardiner's.
. Not much of Belmont was built
·up yet, so my office kept an average

:;� 50 "For Sale" signs on vacant
lots. Each morning I got up at
6 .a.m. and drove around the Bel­
mont hills to check on my signs.
Embert Brown often went out at 

�night and placed his "For Sale" 
signs six inches in front of mine, 

·thinking it was funny .. When I
would ask him about that, he al­
ways said, "You pick the best
s_@ts. ' We worked mostly on

-��n listings. It became a sort

of game, and both Embert and I 
thought it was funny. There ·were 
many amusing things happening in 
real estate offices. More than 30 
years ago the following happened 
in my office . 

A middle-age couple came into 
my office one morning, followed 
by a large dog. The man said they 
had read my advertisement and 
would like to see that particular 
house. The large·dog appeared to 
be friendly so, to impress the couple, 
I patted the dog, and shook his 
paw. Then we all went to my car 
to drive to see the house. Both 
people got into my car's front 
seat. The dog was left standing there 
wagging his tail. I opened the car's 
rear door and the big dog hopped 
into the car and sat grinning on 
the middle of the back seat. I 
drove to the house that was listed. 
When we arrived the people walked 
through the house, and the big 
dog followed. The people looked 
into every clothes closet, and the 
dog looked also, all the time wagging 
his tail. When we returned to my 
car the people climbed into the 
front seat. I opened the rear door 
and the big dog hopped into the 
car and again sat on the middle 
of the rear seat. 

Back at my office, the people 
told me they liked the house and 
would think it over and would see 
me in the afternoon. Then they 
climbed into their car prepared 
to leave. "Wait! " I exclaimed, 
"you've forgotten your dog." 

"No " the man said "that isn't 
our dog. We've never �en it before. 
We thought it was yours!" 

I chased the dog south · on El 
Camino Real and never saw him 
again. Probably he was lonesome. 
Or maybe that was his day to look 
at houses. 

Anyway, in a .Belmont real 
estate office there is always some­
thing to laugh about. 

More next week. 
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� About 25 years ago, there was 
'a movement In Belmont to have 
trees preserved. If anyone wanted 
to cut a tree more than one foot in 
a1ameter he had to first obtain per• 
tJlission. No doubt this was a good 
Idea, but where have all the Belmont 
trees gone"! We used to have many 

· piore than we do now.
� A March 17, 1888 clipping states
that ''The San Francisco people
who have recently purchased Bel•

. inont property are making things 
Uvely. They evidently mean to 
make it one o( the most attractive 
spots in San Mateo County. Mr. 
P. Swift,. the lumber dealer, has 
constructed an elegant residence
at a cost o( S6,000 and has planted 
2,500 trees. Jonn Lewis, partner of 
Mr. Swift, has planted 2,500 trees 

Francisco. Many thought It wouldn't . 
be safe to walk through.a �ove of ;fl:,, ""."''-'.°\'·7
trees. 

By 1888, there wouldn't have been 
danger from Indians. The Costanos 
tribes had been friendly for many­
years. Also In 1888 there was scarcely 
any crime. Belmont dldn 't even have 
a policeman until l!BO. 

When we look at our Belmont 
hills and see those trees that are 
left, we get a good feeling. We feel 
thankful that the earlier citizens 
left their heritage of trees, even 
though many trees have not sur• 
vived. 

A few years ago a middle-age 
couple fell in love with a Belmont 
lot that was covered with many
trees. 'They bought the lot through rj my real estate office and paid a �. · pn his property. William Swift, · . 

bookkeeper tor Lewis and Swift, 
hu set out 750 trees. B.F. Ellis,,, . 
contractor and builder, 400 trees. . • , 
p.c. Ross, 25 trees. Mrs. Hall, a
wealthy lady from Fresno, 300 tree,.­

�obn Sanderson, contractor and
builder, 500 trees. Springer and
Saulsbury, ot the new sash, door

premium price for It - ju.st to � 
get the trees. They enjoyed many :. ) 
Sunday picnics on the lot.· 

Later, when they had a house· 
built, their builder found It neces­
sary to cut most of the trees. He 
cut all the trees but one. The peo• · • F 
ple tied. a yellow ribbon around pnd planing mill, 2,500 trees. Mr.

Riddle, of the Pacific Coast Steam­
ship Co., 300 trees, making a total

· .Df over 10,000 trees planted In Bel•
'r'.mont this season."
·:, What a forest Belmont must have

·; ·.been In 1888. Many later property
· _-; owners continued planting trees.

�owadays, we don't see many peo•
-:·pte planting trees, except possibly
: a small one on their front lawn 
;:�d perhaps In the rear yard. 
f. But with crime problems at pres­
·,;ent, would we find It safe If we
�ad a jungle? Safety problems were
:·,mentioned when the Lions Club
--'.recently paid for four trees to be 
�·· 

' that one. When they sit on their 
patio and look out at that si!')gie 
tree I wonder whether they have 
remorse. I wonder If they enjoy 
their house as much as they !or• 
merly enjoyed the tree covered 
vacant lot. 

With so many Belmont trees 
gone- to make room for housing, 
and with our fire hydrants camou­
flaged with historic designs since 
the 1976 bi-centennial, our Belmont 
dogs must find things rather rough. 
Maybe they have to visit nearby 
towns. more often. I just wonder. 

More next week. . 
-----·- .. · -·--·----· 

·"t., ___ • ·-• 



37 

Belmont History 
BY RUSSEL ESTEP 

Christmas Celebrations 
Christmas has been celebrated in 

Belmont for at least 151 years. No 
doubt, Charles A. Angelo, an English­
man, celebrated Christmas at his 
hot

e

l. known as "Angelo House" 
at the corner of Ralston Avenue 
and Old County Road. His road 
house was a stopping place for 
horse-drawn stages carrying passeng­
ers from San Jose to San Francisco. 
He had opened it December 18, 1850. 

Before 1951 outdoor decorations 
were mostly on individual stores, . 
and houses. The first decorations 
to be strung across a Belmont street 
were placed by Mr. Edward D. 
Vallerga and myself in 1951. The 
city had loaned us a fork lift and 
we used it to reach up high on the 
P.G.&E. poles in the first block of
Ralston Avenue, west of El Camino
Real. We also hung one string of
decorations near the pharmacy op­
erated by Mr. Leon G. Plank. After•
ward the Chamber of Commerce
received a stem letter from P.G.&E.
ordering us to take. the decorations
down, saying they weren't allowed
on their poles. We replied that we
hadn't known about the restrictions.
However, since it was almost Christ­
mas, we didn't bav� time to immedi­
ately take the decorations down.
They remained up until Christmas.

The Chamber of Commerce had 
no money to buy decorations. Mrs. 
Annette Alexander provided money 
so we might rent them. We arranged 
to rent them from the Pioneer Flag 
Co. in San Francisco. The owner, 
Mr. Maurice Perstein, had appeared 
at a Chamber of Commerce .meeting 
and quoted prices. We could either 
buy the decorations for $125.00 per 
string, or rent them for about half 
that. We rented them. 

In l!{iG we managed to buy a 
Santa aaus outfit, and Mr. Charles 
H. Cook put it on and had someone
pull him along Ralston Avenue in

a child's red. wagon, while he tossed 
wrapped candy to Belmont children. 
The children and Charley had a great 
tjme. 

Mrs. Alexander later provided the 
Chamber of Commerce with money 
to· buy several strings of decorations, 
and also to buy one lone string of 
lights. We had the lights placed 
around · the redwood in front of 
Atlas aeaners, which was located 
on El Camino Real one and one 
half block south of Ralston. 

The following- year Mrs. Alexan• 
der donated another $1,000.00, to add 
to money we had collected from 
Belmont merchants. In addition to 
the decorations in the first block of 
Ralston Ave., west of El Camino 
Real, we could also place some 
farther out near the Alameda and 
Ralston Avenue. 

Other trees were periodically 
lighted with our string of lights 
One was on Ralston Ave. where 
there is a beauty shop now, and 
another was the large redwood 
planted by Mr. Louis Barrett, beside 
the Wells Fargo Bank building. 

In 1957, after the Carlmont Shop­
ping Center was built, the merchants 
decorated a redwood tree growing 
up through the Pine Brook Inn. 
It is lighted by our Mayor each 
year, and is our official Christmas 
tl"ee. 

Belmonters appreciate what our 
city manager, Mr. Jim DeChane, 
has done in the last few years by 
having city employees place our 
Belmont Christmas decorations. 

Time goes on and Belmont 
grows older. We wonder how Christ• 
mas will be celebrated in Belmont 
after another 151 years? Each mem• 
ber of the Chamber of Commerce, 
and this newspaper, wishes all Bel­
mont citizens a very Merry Christ­
mas! 

More next week. 

:� 
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The City That Wasn't 
Those who have served in the 

military have often said they had 
"near misses." Belmont itself, 
had a near mis.; a few years ago. 
Proposals were made, and a study 
conducted, to decide wbether Bel­
·mon.t and San Carlos should be
consolidated. · Citizens of both 
wrote pro and con letters to the 
newspapers. We might have had 

. a city called "Carlmont" · if it had 
come . to pa!l,S. :Many Belmonters 
thought there were things to con­
sider other than economics. 

Belmont is not like other cities: 
it is a distinctive place. This was
recognized in 1� when the san 
Mateo County Souvenir Magazine ran 

. the following: "Belmont is the 
only point in the county, or for that
matter, oh the peninsula, where

. the foothills approach the railroad
closely. It lies a t the mouth of a 
beautiful wooded canvon, which 
opens out on the level land, affording 
an excellent position for home sites. 
Everyone who visits Belmont and its 
environment feels the charm of the 
place." 

Although inflation exists within 
our county, demand for home sites 
in Belmont has b�n impressive. 
Inflation . seems to have exceeded 
some other places, possibly because 
of this demand. 

A clippin& in my file, dated 
August 2, �, states, "The former 
Ralston home, now belonging to the 
Sharon ·Estate, has just been sold to 
Dr. A. M. Gardener of Napa for 
a price of $35,00l." Just think what 
it would be worth todayr 

Antoher clipping dated November 
24, 1857 states that Joseph Osborn 
sold l,Z39 acres in Belmont to 0. F. 
Cioriani for $3.300 , land which he 

·. had previously bought from the 
Arguelles and Mezes on Juiy 30, 

1853." 
Then another old clipping dated 

August 5, 1864, "Sale of 5 acres in 
Belmont _for tl.,600 by Clark and 
Waltermire of Belmont, the land 
covering the site of the Belmont 
Hotel." Old County Jtoad and 
Ralston. 

Then another early deed dated 
September 13, 1864 covering sale of 
15 acres bv Carl Ferdinand Janke to 
Cari August Janke for some $500.'' · 

In considering present Belmont 
property values it is hard to evaluate 
property values in the future. Thrity 
five years ago I bought several Bel• . 
moot lots in the western hills for 
SIOO each. I was told that I paid
too much and would never get my 
money back. . Yet the following 
year inflation must have suddenly 
come to Belmont, for I sold the 
lots for $200 each . - double what 
I oaid! Today those lots are all 
built upon. .If they were vacant 
they would each be worth $75,000.

Because Belmont's locat ion is 
midway between San Francisco and 
San Jose, and because of its natural 
terrain with an abundance of view 
homes, it seems likely that property 
here will always be in demand. 

Even the name "Belmont'' causes 
people to become interestad. There 
are many cities named Belmont 
throughout the country. The sister 
city to our Belmont is Belmont, 
Mass. It is much like Belmont, 
Calif. and its population is similar. 

We are glad to be neighbors to 
our adjoining cities, but we foe! 
fortunate that our city's name 
remains. Where might we find a 
sister city named "Carlmont"? There 
are probably somf: people in Bel­
mont who are glaci that we had a 
"near miss." 

More n!:!Xt week. 
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The. Great Ra i I roads 
When William C. Ralston's Bank or express packages they would hear 

of California financed the building Mr. Hannibal's telegraph sounder 
of the first railroad between San clicking loudly. 
Francisco and San Jose it is probable He eould read Morse code while 
that no one considered noise from busy at other things, but would sud-
the trains could be objectionable. denly go to his key and respond, 

The first tracks we� poorly laid, ·then return and continue with his
the rails were much lighter than now, other duties. Other operators told 
and trains had to travel slowly. In ; me that Mr. Hannibal could easily 
1864, after the trains began operating, read forty words per minute, which 
Mr. Ralston ·seemed to enjoy ii.• is considered fast. 
lustrating the slowness of the new It was said that he had a "good 
trains by sometimes racing them to.· fist," meaning that he sent code 
B

e

lmont - and winning, with his efficiently, and spaced his letters 
horse-drawn carriage. . evenly. 

There was no railroad station Mr. Hannibal was the only .man 
here during - "the first three years in Belmont who was always addres• 
after the trains-came. An old clip• sed as "Mr." He was that kind of 
ping states that on August 10, 11M>7; man. No ·one called him "Hardy." 
"Belmont was to have a depot He was a director of the Belmont 
at last, as the railroad company, County Water District for 31 years. 
having erected a new depot at The pumping station at Ralston 
Menlo Park, they had no further Ave. and Chula Vista Ave. was nam• 
use for the old one, so they got ed in his honor. Also he was manager 
it on a car and Tuesday last hauled of the Chamber of Commerce for 
it to Belmont at which point it has three and one-half years. 
been anchored." But Belmont didn't When Mr. Hannibal retired in 1960, 
have it fodong. the railway expres.s was requested 

An old clipping dated December 7, to move out of the railroad station. 
18'12 states; "The railroad depot at They had no place to go so I let them 
Belmont was destroyed by fire on move into my real estate office. Then 
the night of Monday last. A freight I was their agent for seven years. 
car in . on the ground, to be used as Fast trains now roar regularly, and 
a warehouse." loudly, through Belmont. About 13 

Then a later clipping says; "The years ago, following several fatalities 
railroad company is building a pas- at our eras.sings, our city council 
senger• depot building at Belmont notified the railroad company that 
to take place of the one lately de- their trains must comply with Bel-
stroyed by fire." This date was mont's speed laws. 
February 8, 1873. They must not exceed 35 miles 

This depot remained in Belmont per hour within our city limits. 
for 79 years, until 1952, when it was Upon reaching Belmont's borders 
bulldozed down and replaced · by the trainmen started pulling their 
the prese�P>�lding, which was mov- whistle cords, and held them open 
ed to Bel�t from East Hillsdale . until leaving Belmont. 
Blvd. in San Mateo. It had been used- The railroad company claimed 
there for a real estate office. that they knew nothing at all about 

Belmont gained a very good this disturbance. A columnist claim-
citizen by having a railroad station ed Belmont's population might dou-
here. On June 1, 193> Mr. Hardy Han- ble in nine months. The noise was 
nibal beame their agent, and tele- awful. Sleepy-eyed councilmen later 
graph operator, as well as railway rescinded their order, and the night 
expl'eS.'l agent. whistling stopped. Belmont people 

'l'he shipping platform was at could once more "pound the pil-
the north end of the building, and lows." What a relief! 
when Belmont people shipped freight · .. More next week .
.. · • : •. : .•• : .. =·• . .••.. :•· .. -�· ... · .. ·�·.·:· .. � ...... ·.·•:··•:•:·····=·········;•:•·•:•:••··•:•:•:•·····•.�·•·•· .. • ... : .
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Pumping Station at Ralston A ven­
ue near Chula Vista. There it is 
pumped uphill into large tanks. Some of these are on Folger Drive, 
one is on Lyon Avenue, and others located in Belmont's western hills. The Water Flows Although Belmont has an ad­

opponents started calling Mr. : o• •· . equate water supply for continued 
Shaunessy "Old Shagnasty," Yet ' growth, there are some in Belmont 
his plan finally won approval. ·•· who worked at the old pumping 

Just. as ..a riverbank is influenced 
to a certain extent by · the river 
flowing past it, cities are influenc­
ed by their neighbors. There used 
to be a large metal building im• 
mediately adjacent to Belmont at the south. It was where pumps 
were kept which forced water up into a tall standpipe west of EI Camino Real. Then the water flow­ed by gravity down another pipe 
and northward on Old County Road to serve San Francisco. 

A shopping center presently oc­
cupies the site of the large metal 
building, and condominiums have 
been built on the right-of-way 
where the pipe went up the hill 
to the standpipe. 

The water came from the Cal­
averas reservoir east of Niles Can­
yon. The pipe came across the bay 
in the area of the Dumbarton bridge. 

The city of San Francisco and the 
Peninsula cities had been grow­
ing very fast and the pumping 
station was becoming inadequate. 
Something must be done,.and soon, 
or there would be a water short­
age. A movement was started in 
1916. to try to obtain more water. 
A San Francisco supervisor named 
Mr. 0 'Shaun� spearheaded a pro­
ject to fill the valley west of Bel­
mont with water brought down from Yosemite in the high Sierra. 
Opposition was strong, and soon 

A dam must first be built at· 1 
station who lost their jobs. The 

Crystal Springs Canyon west of l father of. our bi-centennial ''king," 
San Mateo so the valley could . ! Bertram Johnson, was one who 
hold the water. Highway No. 21Kr had worked there. The Johnson 
was constructed in later years and family had lived at the south end 
the Doran highway bridge is above I or Fifth Avenue, and Mr. Johnson 
the dam. A larger dam was built only needed to cross El Camino 
in Yosemite where a large valley Real to his employment. The John-

. there would become a reservoir. · son house was later sold t.o the With · transportation slow it was Chartier family, who started their found that a railroad to carry con- Villa Chartier there. Later, Chartiers struction material to the new dam- built a restaurant in San Mateo, 
site was needed. There is an in- and sold their Belmont property teresting book about the railroad, to Hemdon's who operated a res-
titled, "That Dam Railroad." No taurant. Hemdons retired, and the 
doubt there were problems. old historic house was tom down, 

With dams completed, one pipe and an apartment house occupies 
was installed to bring water into the site. 
the valley west of Belmont, and Since 1929 our Belmont County 
finally the valley became a lake Water District has had six managers. 
as we see it today. Later, a second First was W .E. Crutis, Dec. 1929 
pipe was installed, and now there to Dec. 1944. Then W.P. Davis, 
are two pipes, each six feet in di- Jan. 1945 to July 1$0. Then Ame 
ameter. These can be seen beside Hersom, July 1950 to .March 1963. 
Edgewood Road west of Redwood (The Lyon Avenue water tank 
City. They terminate at the Pulgas was dedicated in his honor) Warren 
Water Temple, beside the old Canada McClure became manager in April 
Road. 1963, and served until Nov. 1975. 

Water from the pipes is brought Then Mr. Heidrick was Manager 
to Belmont down Edgewood Road from 1975 until June 1979, when our 
to Old County Road, then north- present manager, W.J. Mitchell be-
ward to Belmont, then along Ral- came. ,manager. All have..been well 
ston Avenue to the Hardy Hannibal. \ qJ?,alified for their positions. 

-niese . . men .. have: provided Bel­mont with exceptionally pure drink­ing water. hnpurities are only four parts per million. This is said to be equivalent to water from high up in the Alps. After all, the water here does originate in California's high Sierras. This pure water has done much to keep Belmont people healthy. We are proud of our Bel­mont County Water District. More next week. 



f?Blmont History 
· 'BY RUSSEL ESTEP

The Overpass Passes Sy 
Recently while I was busy on the 

telephone, a nervous man came into 
my office. I pointed to a chair and 
he sat down. Then he began figeting 
and crossini and uncrossing his 
legs. My reasoning for his actions 
wasn't what I suspected. When I 
got off the phone he told me that 
he had waited and waited to cross 
the railroad tracks while a long 
freight train was passing, and that 
he was in a hurry. He wondered 
why there wasn't an overpass? 

I told. him neighborini cities 
don't all have overpasses, and may­
be just waiting for a train is what 
people need. It should give them 
time to relax and think a little: 
something many people don't have 
time for anymore. As he calmed 
down I told him about the over­
pass Belmont nearly had several 
_years ago. 

He was much interested in look­
ing at the two brochures, both 
pro and con, with pictures of what 
might have been. I explained to him 
that many Belmont people didn't 
want an overpass. I also explained 
to him that when it had been publi­
cized that an overpass near Ralston 
Avenue would be .(() feet in height 
the voters turned it down. As he 
examined the pictures closely he 
said, "It appears that the only 41 
foot height might have been the 
top of some light poles placed on 
top of the structure." 

I showed him plans for the 
routing, where the proposed struc­
ture would leave Ralston Avenue, 
east of Old County Road, pass 
over the old saloon (concrete build• 
ing) at the north end of the Country 
Store, then pass over El Camino 
Real, near the Standard station, 
then return to Ralston Avenue, 
across the stl'eet from the Wells 
Fargo Bank. 

The man asked whether other 
routes might later be acceptable? 
I told him possibly Davey Glen, 
Harbor mvd., or Hill Street might 
do. 

I told him how years ago the 
railroad company had a crossing 

guard in a little house west of the 
tracks, on the south side of R:ilston 
Avenue. The guard used to sit there 
and when a train approached, he 
came out waving his red nag to 
stop vehicles from crossing. In lieu 
of the overpass, the Cham her of 
Commerce finally succeeded in hav­
ing crosmng arms placed at Ralston 
Avenue, and also at Harbor Blvd., 
but this was after two men had 
been killed by tains the same day 
at Harbor Blvd., and one a week 
or two later at the Ralston Avenue 
crossing. I also told him that now 
the Old County Road and El Camino 
Real stop lights are synchronized 
and the waiting period is less than 

· it used to be.

Before the crossing arms were in­
stalled, there were some close calls. 
About 35 years ago, while I was 
waiting behind a small pickup 
truck for an approaching train to 
pass at the Harbor Blvd. crossing," 
a gardener ahead of me drove onto 
the tracks. His small pickup truck 
was loaded with sprinkler pipes. He 
made it across the tracks but the 
engine hit the projecting pipes and 
scattered them along the tracks. 
He had a narrow escape. The man 
could hardly speak and he became 
extremely pale. He was shaking 
badly. The train stopped, but con• 
tinued on after the trainmen deter­
mined there was no damage, and 
nobody hurt. I helped the man 
gather up his pipes. 

Finally, at my office, I asked 
the man sitting by my desk what 
he wanted when he came in. He 
replied that he was a stranger here, 
and was a civil engineer, and wanted 
to find the City Hall. So I directed 
him there. I forgot to ask who he 
was, and still do not know. Anyway, 
after talking awhile and resting in 
my office he appeared to have 
calmed down. I felt good too, 
because I had tried to project some 
good will about Belmont, and had 
told him something about Bebnont's 
history. Things· that he hadn't 
known. 

More next week. 
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Belmont History 
BY RUSSEL ESTEP 

Belmont bas always been a ''live town" and there have been constant 
changes here. Psychologists say when there are no changes there is death. 
That is something Belmont needn't worry about. 

In 1918, during World War I, when the El Camino· Real was moved west 
of the railroad tracks, Belmont had a large change. A narrow street that 
had been west of the tracks disappeared. 'What had been El Camino Real 
was re-named Old County Road. 

Many persons think only Spanish explorer., came through Belmont in 
the early years. Actually the British were here too. An old record states 
that, "the wooded hills sloping steeply to Belmont delighted Captain George 
Vancouver's appreciative eye when he paused here for lunch November 20, 
1'1'32, on his way to Mission Santa Clara witb a military escort from the ancho­
rage near the San Francisco Presidio of the British warship "Discovery," 
fiISt non-Spanish ve$E!I to enter the bay." 

Captain Vancouver would have traveled on what we call Old County 
Road, which must have been a primitive single track, if even that. 

In 1918 there was a rush to improve roads for military purposes. Many 
of us remember seeing those army trucks from Menlo Park's Camp Fremont. 

El .Camino Real was a two lane graveled roadway when first built. The 
paving came later. 

Widening to tis present width came much later. Only thirty five years ago 
El Camino Real was narrow. There wasn't much traffic, and if you needed 
to walk across it you had no problem. There used to be a mailbox across 
from my office in .the 1400 block. When I glanced up and down El Camino 
Real there weren't always cars within sight and I didn't need to hurry to 
reach the mailbox. 

One of the first businesses to be established on the new El Camino Real 
was a service station at the comer of El Camino Real and Ralston Avenue. 
Mr. Myers opened it in 1919. Then an old clipping dated Oct. 2, 1924 states, 
"F. W. Myers has sold his interest in the Belmont service station to F. W. 
Battenberg of Mountain View." 

Mr. George Pyatt operated his vegetable stand on the west side of El 
Camino Real for more than thirty years, then sold out in 1959. He retired 
to a mobile home on the Delta and passed away after a few months. Pyatt 
Avenue had been named for him at the north end of what we call Sterling 
Downs, but the street was later renamed Sterling View. 

Ther.e were few houses or businesses along El Camino Real, even after 
World War I. Mr. Messner operated a taxi service and Daniel St. George 
moved his real estate business from Ralston Avenue to El Camino Real, 
where the Iron Gate parking lot is presently located. There were no build­
ings along the east side of El Camino Real, except our railroad station. 

Since World War II there have been many changes on El Camino Real, 
always updating to keep up with progress. 

For two thousand years Italy k, had their famous Appian Way, but 
Belmont has El Camino Real - the King's Highway: route of the Padres 
from the San Diego Mission (1769) to the Sonoma Mission (1�). Thousands 
of famous people have traveled our portion of El Camino Real. Perhaps in 
two thousand years tourists will come to see our El Camino Real. Ever 
think about that? 
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Belmont History 
By RUSSEL ESTEP 

Historical items occur when peo­
ple, things or events change. This has 
been happening for more than two 
thousand years in Europe, and 
some people there find it hard· to 
understand just how America might 
have much history. Yet here in 
Belmont, since settlers came in 1851, 
there have been many interesting 
changes. 

A large hill located between the 
railroad track and the Bayshore 
Freeway is gone. An old news item 
dated Sept. 19, 1874 states: "Belmont 
derives its name from Belle Monte, 
meaning beautiful lilll, and uns 
doubtedly having allusion to the 
prominent elevation, about sixty 
feet in height, below the railroad and 
public road and standing isolated 
and alone. It is said the locality 
was named in 1851 by Messers Stein­
berger and Beard, who at that time 
were large owners of real estate 
in the vicinity." The 1874 writer 
of the item must have been a native 
Californian for no self-respecting 
Californian would ever refer to a hill 
under two thousand feet as a moun­
tain. The hill the writer mentioned 
was all used for earth fill when the 
Bayshore Freeway was constructed. 
Throughout the United States there 
are many Belmonts. 

Then there is the . hill west of 
El Camino Real at the south end of 
Beimont. It was here in 1851, but 
it hasn't been in Belmont for a 
long time. When developers wanted 
to develop the top of the ridge, 
Belmont -couldn't easily furnish 
utilities to the site. San Carlos 
accommodated them and took the 
hilltop into their city. It is still 
a part of San Carlos. 

Then there was the Belmont 
Casino - a good eating place. It 
was on the Old Cou.--:ity Road, 
north or the Ice Skating rink, and 
was demolished a few years ago to 
make room for office and apartment 
buildings. The Belmont Lions Club 
met there for many years. 

Let's not forget the famous dog 
racing track that used to be in 
Belmont. It was east of the rail­
road tracks and in the area of the 
Homeview Subdivision. Hundreds 
attended their evening races, before 
Belmont citizens voted that it must 
close. Mr. Tom Keene and Mr. 
Pete O'Connor were the operators. 
Mr. Curtis Davis came here from 
Oklahoma City to manage the 
track. He had overseen construc­
tion of other dog tracks and was 
familiar with what must be done. 
His earlier home had been Staunton, 
Ill. Soon after coming here he 
married a local girl, Miss Ruth 
McGowan, daughter of the post­
master. 

Then let's not neglect our wonder­
ful golf coU?Se. It used to be just 
west of the Ralston mansion, and 
was planned for an eighteen hole 
course but ended up being nine 
holes. It was spread out over the 
flat ground in the little valley. 
The club house is presently the 
Congregational Church .• The large 
swimming pool has been filled 
with gravel. 

The football field for St. Joseph's 
:Military Academy is now the Carl• 
mont Shopping Center. 

The Mae Nesbit School and the 
Belmont Ice Rink occupy the loca­
tion of the earlier Belmont Airport. 

There are many apartment houses 
where the Chinese had their nursery 
on the hillside at the north end of 
Belmont at Irene Court. 

Belmont's hills are mostly covered 
with houses. Instead of coyotes 
howling at night and cows bawling, 
the loudest sounds are young persons 
racing four-wheel-drive pick-up 
trucks. 

If European peopie could see the · 
many changes in Belmont they 
would surely agree that historical 
things have happened here. There 
have been many more changes than 
those I have listed and many others 
will likely occur. Belmonters not 
oniy have history, they make it. 
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ByRUSSEL�P 
Belmont has had several theatres, 

and presently has three. All have 
provided entertainment for our citi­
zens, but the drive-in theatre which · 
was located on the north side _o! 
Harbor Boulevard,· where the large 
Coca Cola planUs located, was pro­
bably enjoyed most by our young . 
people. 

'That parkini lot was filled nearly 
"ery evening. A !ew young people 
actually seemed to be watchine 
the movies. When well advertised 
bookings were provided, many adults 
also drove there to see the show. 

'Then there Is the double Belmont 
theatre at the north end o! Belmont, 
·on El · Camino Real. · When people
don't like a picture they can go out, 
then re� �!OUgh another door 
and see a att'terent show. Like chang­
ing channels on a television. 
. Yem ago the stone carriage 
house near the RJilston mansion, 
was converted into a theatre. The 
entrance is on the upper level, near 
one of the college buildings. Excel­
lent plays have· been produced 
there. Some new, some old. 

·alone in .the mountains at a cattle
ranch In Shasta County. Being isolat­
ed, and needing entertainment, I
built up a crystal set. Two minerals
were being used to detect s ignals
by rectifying the incoming waves.
One mineral was silicon and the
other was galena. I sent a mail order
for some galena and a pair o"f ear­
phones. I put up a two-hundred
foot length of copper antenna

· wire between some· tall trees. My
detector was a two-inch square
of wood, with a little container
to ··hold the galena, and I fashion­
ed a tiny copper wire by twisting ·
it around a nail, then making the
other end touch the small piece
of galena. 'The tiny piece of wire 
was referred to as a "cat whisker." 
I wound a coil around a Quaker 
Oats box, then ·made a condenSt!1' 
by placing tin foil between two_ 
pieces of broken . window glass. 
'The crude. thing worked . 

galena. The result was that for more · l 
than 60 years I tried to see Seven rr.._· ·" .. 
Keys to Bald Pate," but the play t · : 
never seemed to appear anywhere , - ·•-•·�
again until the Notre Dame Play- 1

···: 
ers put on the play! 

With radio and television work­
ing so efficiently as· they do now, 
we no longer need to miss the end 
of an exciting "Soap Opera" when f::,\:�:''
the cat whisker slips off the galena. 
I .shall be forever grateful to the 

·. Notre Dame Players.
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When sitting with my feet in 
the oven trying to keep warm on 
a cold, .snowy night, I tuned in KPO 
on my wireless. They were presenting 
a play called "Seven · Keys to Bald 
Pate." I became fascinated. When the 
play reached the fifth key, my radio 
quit. Try as I might, I just couldn't 
find a sensitive spot on that darn. ·. . . 

Interest in a play may be mag­
nified by what someone has experi- ·. 
enced. More than 60 years ago when 
radio_. was caJled wireless, I was living 
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By RUSSELL ESTEP 

California is famous for its two 
kinds of redwood trees. The Sequoia 
sempervirons grow best along our 
coast, where it is occasionally foggy, 
and the Sequoia gigantea grows best 
in the Sierra where there is seldom 
fog; where the air is thin at high 
altitudes, such as in Sequoia National 
Park. Yet Belmont has a Sequoia 
gigantea tree! 

The Belmont tree was brought 
here from Sequoia National Park 
by Mr. Louis A. Barrett. He planted 
it in 1914 at his property on Ralston 
Avenue, where the Wells Fargo Bank 
is now located. It was a small tree 
then, and has grown considerably, 
and it will continue to grow until 
it becomes a giant. 

MI. Louis Barrett had purchased
the old Levy home and moved into 
it with his family in 1914. 

Mr. Barrett had been with the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, but 
when the U.S. Forest Service came 
into being in 1200 he became their 
first supervisor or the Plumas Na• 
tional Forest. He also did other 
work for the government. 

Mr. Barrett had been born in 
Bloomington, m., April Z1, 1874, 
the son of Lewis C. and Mattie E. 
(Richards} Barrett. He had served 
in the Philippines during the Spanish 
American War in 1898. 

Now-a�ays it is hard to imaeine 

anyone ridiilg a horse for two thou­
sand miles - yet this was done by 
Mr. Barrett. He obtained the horse 
from "Buffalo Bill" Cody, and was 
requested by the U.S. government 
to inspect the boundaries of the 
Yellowstone Forest Reserve. We 
hope he had a comfortable saddle. 

Before his · retuement in 1936 
he had been promoted to Super• 
visor of Land and Recreation for the 
U.S. Forest Service, District 5, Jor 
all of California and portions of 
Oregon and Nevada. 

In 1910 he was transfer.red from 
Quincy to San Francisco, and after 
four years there, he moved to Bel­
mont and planted the Sequoia 
gigantea tree. 

Mr. Barrett served as chaimlan of 
the California Conservation Council, 
and also chairman of the Forests 
and Recreation Section of the Com­
monwealth Club. He was the Cali­
fornia representative on the National 
Council of the Wilderness Society 
of America. He also was a member 
of the. Society of Foresters, and he 
was an early member of the San 
Mateo County Historical Society. 
He was a Mason for more than 
forty years. 

Our population was only six 
hundred when he came to Belmont. 
He and Mr.I. Barrett helped a little 
by raising a daughter and two sons. 

The daughter, Ruth (Barrett) Parish 
resides with her husband in nearbv 
San Carlos. One son died, and the 
other lives in Calistoga. 

Following his retirement in lmG 
Mr. Barrett found more time to help 
Belmont - a town he loved. 

He served for twenty nine years 
as clerk of the Belmont school 
board. He was a city councilman, 
and mayor of Belmont. 

Mr. Louis Barrett died here in 
1945. When a school was built on 
Belbum Avenue it was named in 
his honor. This week the school 
celebrates its 36th anniversary and 
students held contests honoring 
Mr. Barrett. 

The Sequoia gigantea tree pianted 
by- Mr. Barrett is healthy and should 
survive two thousand yeaIS. Belmont 
is fortunate indeed to have this 
sturdy and unusual redwood tree and 
to have had this man. The tree 
will grow to become a giant. The 
man was one. 



·. , .

. ,., i 
. � .... 

--� 

47 
=·=·=·=·=· - ·=·=·=·=·=· =•:•:•: •:•:•:-:-:•:•:•:•:•:•:• :-:-:-·······•:• ••• ·-···· ... •••••••••• •••• ••••••• •• -. ••••••• ••• ·.-•• •• -�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�- ��-=-�-�-� .

.. -�-�-.•·-�.

Belmont History 
BY RUSSEL ESTEP 

.......... :-:-:-:-:-:-:-:•=·=·················-·.·.···-•-·.·.-.·.-........ ·.•··························•:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-�-�-�-�-�--:--: ... ·•······················:

The Roots of l\lledical Care 

Then, of course, there was the Belmont is really a very healthy 
place in which to live, but if anyone 
is in need of medical help it is avail­
able. In fact, it has been available 
here for a long time. 

former George Center home in , : .J·_•,-..... ,_· .. , ,Twin Pines Park. We refer to it now 

The first sanitarium here was the 
Gardner Sanitarium, which had been 
the Ralston home. Following Mr. 
Ralston's death in 1875, Senator 
Sharon owned the mansion until 
his own death in 1885. Then, in 
1001, under the ownership of Dr. 
Alden Gardner, the large house 
became the Gardner Sanitarium . 

In 1918 a second sanitarium was 
established here, in the fo�er 
Hansen home which was on the 
north side of Ralston Avenue. The 
large house was demo_lished· a few 
years ago to make room for the 
extension of Sixth Avenue toward 
the north, into Hill Street. Although 
the sanitarium had carried the name 
"Nerve Rest Sanitarium,. the name 
was ch�ged to "Buena Campbell 
Sanitarium" and the institution was 
was moved into a new building on 
Hill Street, a little higher up the 
hillside. Presently it is mainly used 
for a convalescent hospital. 

In 1924 the California Sanitarium 
was established in the former large 
home of C.R. Splivalo, San Fran. 
cisco's macaroni king. The building 
is gone now .to make room for con• 
dominiums, but it had been on the 
west side of Lake Street, about a 
half block north of Carlmont Drive. 
The sanitarium was supported by 
the Charles Howard Foundation 
to help children who had tuber• 
cu.losis. 

In 1924 Mrs. Arinett Alexander 
established her Alexander Sanitar­
ium in Belmont. It was on Ralston 
Avenue and treated persons with 
nervous disorders. Following Mrs. 
Alexander's death in 1959, others 
acquired the property and re•named 
it Belmont Hills Sanitarium, and it 
is still known by that name. 

;; 

as The Mansion. George Center was 
cashier of the Bank of California. 

An old newpaper. clipping in 
my files states that the house was 
completed in October 1900, and the 
Center family moved there from San 
Francisco in that month. Starting 
in 1925 the house was used for a 
nervous disorder sanitarium. The 
owners gave it the name "Twin 
Pines Sanitarium." 

You might think this would be 
enough sanitariums for Belmont, 
but Mr. Edward Drotleff later 
had the Carlmont Convalescent 
Hospital built. It . is located on 
Carlmont Drive, one-half block west 
of the Alameda de las Pulgas. 

Ed's father was a 'builder in 
. Belmont. Ed lost both hands while 
working for him. Mr. Drotleff had 
placed dynamite under a stump 
to clear a lot for a new house. The 
explosion failed to materialize and .. 
Ed ran up to see what was the rea-
son. At that instant the explosion 
came and Ed's two hands were gone. 

When he recovered, he had 
mechanical hands fitted, and he 
learned to manipulate them ex­
pertly. Following his recovery he 
became a successful Belmont busi­
nessman. He arranged for his father 
to build the Ca.rlmont Convalescent 
Hospital, probably remembering the 
many months he had spent con­
valescing. 

Unfortunately, both Ed Dro_tleff 
and his father died after the hospital 
was completed, and placed in opera­
tion.· 

Although Belmont has adequate 
hospitals and,sanitariums, good cli• 
mate, a comparatively easy life, and 
just about everything anyone could 
ask for, even good Belmont people 
seem not to live forever. 

More next week. 
- - �. - ... 
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Estep's History 

From 60 to 34,000 Books· 
BY RUSSEL ESTEP 

Probably everyone in Belmont has read about the 
origin of communicating by writing, and how it passed 
through stages of pictorial symbols first, of things, then 
of sounds and words. 

Probably everyone has also read that writing was 
likely introduced to the western nations by the Phoeni­
cians, and that their system was likely based on the 
Egyptian. 

The study of the origin of writing is interesting. It 
is difficult to think what our world might be like if 
writing hadn't been developed and improved upon over 
manv thousands of vears. 

Here in Belmont· many of us hardly give this a second 
thought when we borrow a book from our library. 

Belmont's first library had less than 60 books, yet all 
of them were read many times by our early citizens. 
The books were available at the Central School until 
1936, when they were move<i to Mr. MeSS11er's store on . 
El Camino Real. Our library moved to other locations 
several times before 1962, when it was moved to its 
present location at lllO Alameda de Las Pulgas. 

There has been so much activity in our library that 
it has had to be expanded. The new construction will 
bring the square footage up to 6,000 square feet. 

The enlarged space contains 34,000 books, and 125 
periodicals. Belmonters may borrow a book for three 
weeks-not just two wekks as in some other libraries. 
Over 10,(XX) books are out on loan at ail times. 

The library contains cllildrens books as well as 
fiction. and technical books for adults. One tiny child, 
too young to i-,ad, enjoye<i looking at picture books 
�veral years ago, and when her mother bad left with 

her other children. the librarian became a baby-sitter 
for the small "book worm" .until the child's mother 
found her missing and returned for her. 

The Belmont library is a branch of the San Mateo· 
County library: their main building being at 25 Tower 
Road. 

Many citizens assist our librarian with her large 
work load. One is Mrs. Christine Scott. who conti­
nually clips items from newspapers when Belmonters 
a.re mentioned. She pastes these into a scrap book 
which she donates to the library once each year at the 
vears end. Her work is much aopreciated. 
·. The librarian at our Belmo�t library is Mrs. Catherine
Wynn, a friendly. helpful lady. who always seems to 
know right where to look for any rare book. 

The remodeled library has facilities for the handica­
pped. They can easily roll wheel chairs into the building. 

The entrance is on the patio side-not in front 
where it used to be. This allows an easier way for people 
to enter the building, and also provides the person at 
the desk a better way to monitor tho!e leaving. 

On May 16, there will be an "open house" at the re­
modeled library. Belmonters will be welcomed between 
2 and 4 p.m. Come and look over the facilities. Perhaps 
you will want to apply for a library card, if you don't 
already have one. 

The Belmont library has grown from less than 60 
books up to 34,000. which surely does indicate that Bel­
mont people do appreciate the development of rom­
municating by writing over the past thousands of years. 
Many take. advantage of what the Belmont library has 
to offer. Are you one of them. 
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By RU�SEL ESTEP 
I 

My fust contact with anyone from Notre Dame came 
in San ,Jose in 1912, when I was nine years old. I was 
walking along west Santa Clara Street with my devout 
Methodist grandmother, when I saw two ot the Sisters 
from Notre Dame approaching us. I was feeling pretty 
low that day, and recall that I believed I must be the 
most lonesome boy in the world, having to live with 
my grandmother, when wanting to be with my parents 
who had a large cattle ranch in Shasta County. 

The two Sisters wore those long dark color dresses, 
and the large white head covers. They were from Notre 
Dame, which was one block north or Santa Clara Street, 
back of where the DeAnza Hotel was built later. 

Notre Dame had a high fence which you couldn't 
see through, an I guessed it to be seven feet in height. 
The boys all wondered what was behind that impenetr­
able fence. 

Soon the Sisters were near to us and one smiled at 
me. How that brightened my day! "Why, I told my 
grandmother, "you see Catholics are good people. 
They don't.eat little boys." 

She turned like she was going to slap me, as I ducked, 
but she seemed to feel better of it, and we walked on. 

That Sister,- I learned later, could have been Sister 
Barbara Eng, for she was at Notre Dame in San Jose at 
that time. I kenw her later here in Belmont. She was 
friendly, and I wished that I had told her about my 
boyhood experience. 

The Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, a Belgium 
Order, sold their San Jose property in 1921, then bought 
their Belmont property from Dr. Gardner. 

Dr. Gardner had come here from Napa, where he had 
been superintendant of a nerve hospital. He was a 
qualified neurogolist. The price he paid for the former 
Ralston property was �.000.00, which was a lot of 
money in those days. 

Since buying the Ralston property from Dr. Gardner, 
the Sisters have added many buildings, until now they 
have one of the finest educational institutions in the 
world, from first grade up through college, and beyond. 

When Notre Dame had completed their fine new 
auditorium a few years ago many local people donated 
money for seats. 

believe, I was sitting in that very chair! 
.Notre Dame is a great asset to our Belmont Com­

munity, provid ing a nearby place for local people to 
obtain a good education. When the Sister moved from 
San Jose that city immediately felt their loss. Belmont 
gained from �e move, and if you chance to meet the 
college's P.R. lady, Mrs. Mary Bosque, you will always 
find her smiling pleasantly. We appreaciate her smile 
here in Belmont. The Notre Dame people have much to 
smile about . 

... _"41r 

Mrs. Annette Alexander, who owned the Alexander 
Sanitarium, told me that she had donated money for a 
seat, and that her name was on it. Soon I attended a 
concert there, and wished that I kenw where the An-
nette Alexander chair was. Turning, I glanced at the 
name : plate on the chair I occupied, and would you . s 

. 
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