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Oooperative Conservation 
Jan-Avert~• Dry D-isnter 

Water is the word 111 everybody's lips these days, and for 
good reason: It's running out. .. 

San Mateo County reservoirs, which can hold 78 b1lhon 
gallons, now contain only 36 billion. It is best to ha~e. at 
least 60 billion gallons in reserve, but even th~e 36 b1lhon 
are running out. . . 

In anticipation of an emergency, the San Francisco Water 
Department has started to monitor south San Mateo County 
water use. If a 10 per cent cutback is not achieved through 
voluntary measures within 30 da~s: . we may f_ac~ water 
rationing. Already the Public Ut1ht1es Comm1ss1on h~ 
applied for a 20 per cent rate increase for all customers, in 
an effort to reduce consumption. 

Voluntary measures can go a long way. ~very time we use 
water there is usually a more conservative way to do so. 
Such' practices can save gallons at a time. 

The normal method of showering, for example, usua)IY 
consumes about 25 gallons. Turning the water off while 
soaping and then turning it on again to rinse uses only four 
gallons. . 

There are other examples of conservation: We can save 10 
gallons per minute by watering la~ns minimally. With a 
toilet tank displacement b~tle only five gallons of water are 
flushed compared to a usual six. Short-cycle dishwashers 
use onl; seven gallons; full cycles use 16. Washing dishes_ by 
hand with the water running wastes 30 gallons, but washing 
and rinsing dishes in a pan or sink takes only five. Needless 
to say, washing machines and dishwashers should ~nly be 
used for full loads. 

Personal hygiene habits use gallons and gallons of water, 
but we can stay just as clean by: n~ letting the water r~n 
while brushing teeth, using a minimal amount of water_ in 
the bathtub and filling the basin for shaving or washing 
hands rathe; than leaving the tap on. Those simple steps 
combined can save more than 50 gallons. 

Each person practicing all the method~ ~e've su~ested 
can save 150 gallons. If each of the 2 m1lhon users m our 
water district took those steps, the resulting savings would 
soon equal .the present amount of water in the ~n Mateo 
County reservoirs. . . . 

Water is one element that literally touches every living 
thing. Only conscientious conservation will avert a dry 
disaster. --MC 

, !oar4 "!,t-Wrong · 
~n the fsiPmonr School Dlst icl Board of Trustees 
met Monday, May 16, what had been thought of as a 
regular agenda item was conspicously absent: that of 
public comment. 
-Considering that the meeting was one of the best at 
tended in a year-the room was so packed that many in 
the audience were forced to stand-and that the main 
agenda item, a statement on teacher-district relations by 
the Belmont Faculty Association's .chief negotiator, was 
sure to draw widespread comment, the deletion of any 

District Makes Cuts 

To Save Resources 
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The Belmont School district · will be cutting 

District is taking active down on irrigation 
measures to conserve watering , playing turf will 
water and energy , be minimally maintained 
according to Ken Weston, for school and community 
business manager . recreation programs. 

" Various procedures 
have been implemented to 
cut down the usage of our 
diminishing resources, " 
said Mr. Weston. "We have 
installed water-savers in 
all toilet tanks, 
discontinued washing down 

"During the gasoline 
crisis two years ago, a 
number of bus stops were 
combined or eliminated 
and routes were shortened. 
As a result, fuel costs have 
been cut by 20 per cent. 

sidewalkk and gutters and "We will be working with 
wer have directed our the Belmont Water District 
custodians to be on a and other agencies to 
constant lookout for investigate new ways to cut 
leaking faucets, sprinklers down on our use of water 
and such. and energy, " said Mr. 

"Some water fountains Weston, "and we hope 
will be shut off on residents of Belmont will 
weekends, when they are do the same in their 
not needed. Althou the homes." 

opportunity for the public to speak was nothing stiort of 
remarkable. 
--ille explanations for the elimination of any public 
comment period have been as mysterious as the 
elimination itself. Several representatives of the board' 
and district have suggested that public comment was cut 
off out of a fear that the practice was illegal, in that a 
member of the public might bring up a topic that hadn't 
been listed on the agenda and thus force the board 
unlawfully to discuss business without giving the public 
advance notice. Another has noted, that, after all, very 

. few people had ever used the public comment period, 
anyway and that it was frequently an "awkward period." 

-Such explanation,might be satisfactory ro-u.e school 
board, but they are unlikely to mollify . anyone in the 
standing room audience who wanted to comment on the 
quagmire between the distrid and teachers who felt he or 
she was being silenced by the board's action. 
- And, indeed, they have every right to be dissatisfied. 
Perhaps, as has been said, the decision to eliminate a 
period for public comment was made well before it was 
known that the BFA would address the school board, but 
are we to believe that the board couldn't have reversed its 
decision once it found the teachers would address it? 
-Perhaps the board members truly were afraid the 
public comment session was illegal and feared, as one 
member suggested, they might be sued if they used it last 
Monday night, but this is even harder to swallow. As a 
regular pra~tice the Belmont City Council, Planning 
Commission, and Fire District all have an agenda item 
for either public comment or additional business and none 
have felt the fear of a lawsuit. Under the circumstances, it 
is more plausible to suggest that the board was more 
afraid of comments from citizens present at the meeting 
than of lawsuits from citizens who were absent. 
-Even granting the school Board's sincerity, its attempt 
to eliminate any opportunity for public comment on the 
progress of . negotiations and between teachers and the 
district was politically stupid and generated unnecessary 
bad feelings. This paper hopes the Board clears up any 
doubts it might have regarding the legality of the public 
comment period immediately and never again give cause 
to doubt that it wants to hear the public speak. 

-CH 



Suggestions Not Satisfactory 

Belmont To Devise 
0¥/n . i;o~::tt:;002 ng Plan 
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Even though the Bay Area Water Users Association 

(BA WU) has developed a test ordinance to restrict local 
water use, the Belmont Water District will probably 
develop its own plan, said Manager Harold Heidrick . 

The model ordinance, accepted Monday, March 21, will 
be voted on in numerous Bay Area cities, but Mr. Heidrick 
said Belmont district directors are looking for a program 
that doesn't have to be "policed." 

The problems with BA WU ordinance is that it would 
require too many employees to police and administer the 
program, he elaborated. 

OBJECTED 
Manager Heidrick has already objected to the San 

Francisco Water Department plan, which sells water to 
Belmont and other Peninsula users, to have a 25 per cent 
cut back based on figures for the same billing period last 

customers, a discrimination which this district objects to 
strongly ." 

29 PERCENT CUT 
Mr Heidrick said Belmont users already reduced their , 

wate; use by 29 per cent over last year's February 
figures . . " 

The model ordinance drafted by BA WU hsts 11 nor_i-
essential water uses' : directing customers to : repair 
leaks reduce irrigation of landscaping by 50 per cent ; 
stop ~ater uses which cause _flooding_ o~ runoff; sto~ new 
irrigation services o~ e~pans1on of ~~sting _sys~ms, sto~ 
hosing vehicles or bwld1ngs; stop filling swimming pools, 
stop hosing sidewalks, walkways or ?ther outd?Or hard 
surfaced areas and stop water use m decorative foun-
tains . 

SUGGESTIONS 
The ordinance suggests restaurants serve water only on 

year . _ 

Since Belmont has added 259 customers since last year, 
this would be "discriminatory" to private water users 
without curtailing large users' rates or affecting areas 

-- -~ - - --------- - r equest , that a ternatives to water be. found in con
struction , that new service connections be allowed, but 
'i.hat no landscaping be permitted during the drought. 

with little or no growth, said Mr. Heidrick. 
He cited the fact that the San Francisco Airport would 

not really have to cut back drastically, whereas the 
private user would be hurt. 

PAY AS YOU GO 
Instead, Mr. Heidrick is tending towards a "the more 

you use the more you pay ' ' rationing plan that would be, in 
effect, "self policing." 

He also hopes users will "curtail more in the summer so 
we can have water in the ·winter months." 

But the San Francisco Water Departm~nt has in effect 
"ignored our climatological and industrial limits and ou; 
growth. They propose a penalty rate against their retail 

Non-residential customers are directed to reduce · 
consumption by 10 per cent as compared to the same 
billing period in 1976. 

Industrial , commercial and governmental agency 
customers are to reduce non-process water use by 25 per 

ce1\o per cent water reduction is called for in irrigation 
and outside water use. 

Written applications for exceptions can be made to the 
agency, the plan suggests . 

Penalties include installation of water flow restrictors 
and eventual discontinuance .of water service if abuse 
continues. 
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Belmont 

Water 

Letup 
The Belmont Water Dis

trict Tuesday night modi
fied its allowance of water 
to customers slightly, with 
a program that will allow 
more water to larger fami
lies without imposition of 
the penalizing higher rate 
structure. 

Under the regulations as 
they now stand, 100 gallons· 
a day is allowe<J for water
ing plants and shrubs and 
other outside items and 150 
gallons of w~ter a day for 
households of three or less 
people. 

Those with households of 
more than three can go to 
the Water District office 
starting next week, and in 
the office make a written 
application. They will th~ 
be allowed , without rate 
increase, an additional 37 
gallons per day per person, 
up to households of 10 peo
ple. 

The effective date will be 
the date of the application. 
Cards for applications are 
expected to be ready Mon
day. 

Water District 

~~»trI141~ 
District Board of Directors 
voted Monday night to 
lower Belmont's property 
tax rate. 

The board voted to lower 
the rate to $.045 per $100 for 
the year 1977-78 from its 
present rate of $.052 . 
Because Belmont property 
value assessments rose by 
an average of 22.3 percent , 
total tax payments will rise 
somewhat. 

The board will meet 
Thursday, August 25 at the 
district's offices to discuss 
the budget for the coming 
year. If a budget isn't 
completed at that session , 
the board will meet again 
Tuesday, August 30 at 8 
p.m. 

.2 Million Yes, 500,000 No 

~rl~~~J-r.Jf ,.:!ty <?.!,!~.:!.~,!g 
District got a $2,063,000 "No one understands to Water District General 
grant to replace old and why they get approved and Manager Harold Heidrick. 
obsolete water mains why they get turned down. The upgrading will result 
which may mean 50 new It's all a very subjective in better water flow, ac
jobs, the city was turned kind of thing. What can I cording to Mr. Heidrick, 
down in its application for say? One was approved and may represent a 
$500,000 to build storm and one wasn't ," he said. savings to customers · who 
drains in the Sterling Down The City of Belmont is have had to bear the costs 
area. still waiting to hear of repairs and renovations . 

The water district grant whether it qualifies for a The program has two 
was accepted al'd now $300,000 grant 10' repair conditions attached: that 
must be approveu oy the sewer mains in the the improvements do not 
Public Works Capita l down town area .and provide potential for more 
Develo pm ent and In- complete the trunk line industrial development on 
vestment program. But the from Sixth and Ralston to O'Neal Street and that it 
city, hoping to stimulate O'Neal and Kedith streets. does- not serve any area 
new jobs was turned down The $2,063,000 for the where threatened and 
under the Public Em- water district will pay for endagered species live. 
ployment Act. replacements to old mains, The project could mean 

City Manager Jim especially in the older 50 new jobs, 30 of which 
DeChai ne expressed sections of town and the must be filled by 
bafflement at why one bayside area. minorities , Mr. Heidrick 
grant was approved and The project is expected said. 

\'!~tttSituation Bad, 
ConSel'Vation Planned 

The San Francisco Water 
Department has asked all 
users of the Hetch-Hetchy 
reservoir to cut back 
voluntarily on water usage 
by 10 per cent. This move 
incl udes Belmont 
residents. 

·In a decision last week, 
the department decided to 
try a voluntary program 
before limiting water 
usage. 

"We can have a flood 
between now and summer 
and it wouldn't help," said 
Belmont Water District 
Manager Harold Heidrick. 

A meeting has been set 
for Monday, Jan. 31 for all 

11Sers in the system to 
discuss setting rules. The 
Bay Area Water Users 
Association (BAWUA) 
committee will write the 
guidelines "for the whole 
system, " Mr. Heidrick 
said. 

''Belmont's got a pretty 
good head start, " he 
added. The local water 
district has been urging 
people to cut back on water 
usage , to install special 
shower heads to save water 
and to install bottles in 
toilet tanks . 

Right now this area is 40 
per cent below norm~ 
rainfall, · Mr . Heidrick 
explained. While Hetch
Hetchy has a capacity of 
320,000 acre feet, the 
current level is 35,665 acre 
feet. In May, after the snow 
melts, it should be at 
104,384 acre ,feet. But by 
January 1978 experts 
expect the level to be at 
17,087 acre feet. 

" It doesn't look good," 
the manager said. 

"We are affected (by the 
shortage )," he said . "The 
board was aware of San 
Francisco ' s action .'' 
Therefore , the Belmont 
board delayed taking any 
personal action until the 
committee comes up with 
suggestions. 



Cutbsck Cauie1 Concern 
Citizens Search for Solut ion$' to Shortag e 

f?JEL {!_,;, v ,Q · . .3 
~esTclents haV(', 1t ap-

pears, made some effort to 
cut back on their use of 
water by avoiding long 
showers, watering lawns 
and flushing toilets . l 

In a telephone sam
pling, a number of r~si
dents said they have tned 
to curtail their use of 
water, mainly by not let
ting water run down the 
drain . ' 

Almost all of the 15 

people . called said they 
have avoided flushing their 
toilets and many had 
started using buckets to 
drain out bathtubs and 
sinks, using that dirty 
water to nourish house
plants and wash down cars . 
_ Only one family called 
said they had continued to 
water their lawn - and 
even they had cut back on 
how long they soaked the 
grass . 

TRYING TO FIND WAYS 
"Because we are part 

kennel and part hospital, 
we have to wash things 
down," said Greg Hanson, 
manager of McManus 
Kennels on Old County 
Road. "We have stopped 
washing things down with a 
hose and we have started 
scrubbing them down with 
a broom and mop." 

"We are trying to figure 
out some way to store 

/77 

'grey' (dirty) water in
stead of using clean drink· 
ing water," he stated . 

Elizabeth Rhodes of 
Mezes Avenue rattled off a 
whole list of cutbacks 
currently used around her 
home . 

TRY ING TO SAVE 
"We do not flush thP 

toilet each day, we use a 
bucket of water in the sink 1 

to rinse the dishes, water 
once a week in the garden , 

cut down on showers and 
save the first runoff from 
the shower f<>r the garden 
and to flush the toilet," she 
listed. 

Besides that, Mrs . 
Rhodes said, they don't let 
the water run and try to use 
the dishwasher and clothes 
washer only when 
necessary . 

"And I was the one who 
, used to tell everyone to 

rinse their dishes," she 

laughed . 
At the Pilgrim Kitchen 

Pies Bakery on El Camino 
Real, a bucket of hot water 
is kept in the ·sink so em
ployees don't turn on the 
tap each time they have to 
wash their hands . 

NO WATERING 
Ethel Taylor of Sunny

slope hasn't done any 
watering at all this year, 

( ( J 

and doesn't intend to. another load. With clothes 
"I think everyone is that aren't too dirty, she 

trying pretty hard. It said, the same water can 
. - .,. - - be used for three or four 

seems like t~
1
ey a:e doing · loads . 

pretty well, said Mrs . Residents have cut back 
Taylor. on water use by 9.3 per cent 

Opal Newhouse and her in January, officials at the 
husband live in a trailer Belmont Water District 
court, she explained, and reported, but they will have 
their use of water has to find more efficient ways 
always been lower . _ ' to save water with the San 

1 Francisco Water Depart-
DON'T REALIZE 1 ment now demanding a 25 

"A lot of people don't per cent cutback . 
know how bad the drought 
is," she stated . The New-
houses drove through 
northern California, and 
"A year ago, it was bad. 
This year, it's terrible." 

Therefore, the couple 
uses more paper plates and 
"we try not to wash dishes 
more than once a day ." 

"We can get by real 
well," Mrs . Newhouse 
summarized. 

Other residents have 
found that coffee or tea are 
good for watering house
plan ts and one man 
reported that because his 
family uses a mild dish
washing soap their dirty 
dishwater is used in the 
garden - with no apparent 
harmful effects. 

SUDS SAVER 
One Belmont woman 

said she has a washing 
machine with a sudssaver 
that empties dirty water 
into a basin, then back into 
the washing machine for 
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Wells May Relieve 
Belmont's Drought 

The old wells of the his
toric Twin Pines property 
recently acquired by the 
City of Belmont may be 
revived to combat this 
year's drought , the City 
Council revealed Monday 

· night. 
One well appeared ready 

for immediate use. Thus, 
the city staff was 
instructed to check into an 
old pump to see if it can be 
made operative right away. 

Water from the wells 
will be used to keep the 
profusion of flowers and 
shrubs growing throughout 
the property , a Belmont 
landmark , in top condition 
as the state's greenery 
withers this eummer . 

Twin Pines lies along a 
natural ravine and beside a 
creek. During its years as a 
convalescent hospital, gar
deners developed an envia
ble variety of rare an4 
natural plants , trees and 
shrubs throughout the 
22-acre tract . 

Most of the wells availa
ble are understood to be on 
the property . 

While park and recrea
tion aides were unsure as 
to just how many wells 
there are , and their condl
ti on , they indicated that 
there are six wells in all , 
presumably covered over 
today. 

Frank Billante , parks 
and recreation director, 
said today that be under
stands the major well prod
uces enough water to 
supply the entire Twin 
Pines property and was so 
used for many years. 

There are existing pipe
lines from that time, be 
said , and some may be 
used ·for irrigation . Other
wise, he said, be hopes to 
achieve sufficient pump 
pressure to tie the wells 
into new city irrigation 
lines on the property , utiliz
ing back-flow valves and 
thus supplementing the city 
water , which may be 
sharply rationed or limited. 
- Billante said that it is the 

city's hope not only to irri· 
gate all the gardens and 
shrubbery .of the Twin 
Pines property but to pump 
well waters Into city trucks 
for irrigating other city 
projects , such as the divi
ders along Ralston Avenue 

and the Belameda park directly to trucks to trans-
area . port watel'. 

City aides admit Bel- Billante said Belmont 
mont may become the lone has a " tremendous" land
garden spot of the Penin- scaping investment to pro
sula if the drought becomes tect , easily running into the 
severe. tens of - thousands of dol-

Billante said that while lars . "It is an ongoing pro
five other wells have been ject ," he said. 
lOGated, some have caved---- ----- 
in and may have to be 
redug. Separate pum~ 
may also be needed 1n 
these wells if they are 
renovated, he said, feeding 
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Water Rate Hike 
Due for Belntont? 

A rate increase for Bel
mont water users may be 
authorized Thursday at 8 
p.m . when the board of 
directors of the Belmont 
County Water District 
meets at its headquarters . 

The subject , titled " rate 
adjustment,'' is on the 
agenda for discussion. 

Belmont, like other com
munities which buy water 
from the San Francisco 
Water Department, was 
handed a 43 per cent 
increase in its water cost 
July 1 by the utility, which 

cited increased costs 
against a decrease in water 
use due to rationing. 

The district also will be 
looking at' its total budget, 
as it attempts to keep pace 
with drought-effect prob
lems. 

Also on the agenda is 
discussion of a new con
tract with Redwood Shores, 
its past contract having 
expired, and a discussion of 
complaints of the Knolls of 
Belmont Association seek
ing relief from increased 
water bills. 



Belmont Water District 

5 ·µ _LQ~~J~~/.Tax Rate 
' 'the-~fifto rit 6¥'~a,(District .Monday night 

lowered the tax rate from its present 5.02 cents t.o 4.5 
cents by a vote,of the trustees. It amounts t.o a 10.36 per 
cent reduction. 

A spokesman said today that the board tries to keep 
the tax income in the $60,000 to $65,000 range . The new 
rate is expected to bring in $62,500 as compared to 
$65,600 in the past year. 

The district has an assessed valuation of.$154,891,820 
on which to levy the tax. Funds are used to pay for 
upkeep of hydrants and other such facilities in the 
district. 

Water District 
. ~2,!4~~~h~udget 

P ,t2Board of Direc~ of was raised to $1 per unit, 
the Belmont Water District nine cents more than the 
voted last week to approve old penalty rate of 91 cents . 
a $1,017,000 budget and to A unit is 748 gallons. 
raise water rates 4.9 per The district's budget 
cent. called for a reduction of 

The increase, from 48 to $.5,522 in expenditures from 
52 cents per unit for the the previous year's budget. 
first 10 units , will result in Revenues fell by $25,660, 
a rate 28.5 per cent higher but the district will make 
than prior to April 1. The up the deficit with its rate 
penalty rate for those who hike and the use of 
exceed the IO-unit limit reserves. 

8!~i~l!tlot 3~3!'~'d 
Since Belmont residents working for several weeks 

have cut back 28.6 per cent to design a new rate 
over last year's water use structure for the district 
figures, no method of that will not require special 
rationing will . be started, "policing" the manager 
announced Harold added. 
Heidrick head of the 
Belmont Water District. 

"People have been 
cooperating beautifully, " 
since the program was 
started last summer, he 
said. 

Belmont was the "lead 
agency" to start such a 
program, the director 
observed. 

Free water restrictors 
and other items are 
available to Belmont 
residents. 

Wayne Turxillo, special 
water rate consultant hired 
for $3 ,500, has been 
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· Belmont to Charge 
For Excessive Water 

The Belmont County 
Water District is about t.o 
send all 6,300 customers a 
letter asking voluntary 25 
per cent reduction in water 
consumption and explaining 
that April 1 the San Fran
cisco Water Department 
imposed mandatory ration
ing and a 25 per cent cut In 
supplies to Belmon and 
other cities. 

The district directors 
March 31 imposed stringent 
charges on excessive use, 

and upgraded all water 
rates. A customer can use 
as much as he wishes, but 
he will have t.o pay high 
"conservation rates" · for 
the water. 

All water rates were 
raised. However, after the 
first 20 units of water , over 
a two-month period, for 
which 48 cents per unit is 
charged, the rate rises to 
91 cents for the next 20 
units. 

Anything over 40 units is 
billed at $3 a unit. 
· "Th at way we won't 
have t.o police the city," a 
spokesman said. This rate 
schedule applies to resi
dents, who number about 
5,100 of the total custom
ers. 

Commercial and Indus
trial users are told t.o cut 
their water use to 70 per 
cent of the consumption 
used last year for the same 
months. This is billed at 48 , 
cents for each unit. 

Consumption over that, 
from 70 t.o 90 per cent of 
the original or last year's 
consumption, is billed at 91 
cents a unit. Anything over 
that is $3 a unit. 

Apartments and multi
family facilities are given a 
148-cent-per-unit rate for the 
first five units of water per 
apartment. (A unit is 748 

· gallons, or 100 cubic feet on 
the meter.) 

Public authority custom
ers , such as schools and the 
city, are being billed, as of 
April 1, at 48 cents per unit 
for 70 per cent of last 
year 's consumption provid
ing they used no more than 
1,000 units per month. All 
excess units are billed at ~- . . 
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- REDWOOD CITY 
Harold Heidrick, superintendent of the Belmont 

Water District, reported a campaign to conserve water 
has been underway for several months. • 

The distri ct will continue to distribute plastic bot· 
Ues to be placed in toilet tanks as long as they last, he 
said, but after that consumers will be asked to place 
plastic bottles in the tanks themselves. 

Shower restricter disks are still available at the 
district's office at 1513 Folger Drive, Belmont Heidrick 
said. ' 

Also being distributed by the district is a " Save 
Water " pamphlei published by the California Depart
ment of Water Resources, telling people how much 
water they should use and how to save water. -

In Redwood City, Roy Mcintee, water department 
supervisor , said literature on water conservation is 
being distributed at the water department 's billing office 
in the City Hall and being given to field persoMel for 
distrjbution . 

"We are trying to get the word out through word of 
mouth and through the news media as fast as we can," 
Mcintee reported . 

He said the pamphlets have not been sent out with 
water bills because the department bills bimonthly and 
it would take more than a month to get them to most 
users . 

Mcintee said the Redwood Clty department Is plan
ning to participate In a campaign to be launched by the 
Peninsula Association of Water Users . 

'Flow' 
Cash in 

Belmo_,1,Jt 
G lelr:ilJ,1a~tlfts~l. 
jected use of city wells , has 
agreed to spend $7 ,500 to 
cope with water curtail
ment . 

The money will buy a 
regulator for water used on 
city property , sprinkler 
heads and other conserva
tion devices. 

Frank Billante , director 
of parks and recreation , 
said today that wells at 
Twin Pines will be in oper
ation soon to supply water 
for that property and otµer 
city properties . · 

The new money , he said, 
will provide for areas In 
the city presently supplied 
with purchased water . 
About 30 acres have irriga
tion systems of thls sort . 
Some are old, and the new 
sprinkler heads will throw 
less water further and 
more evenly . Some have no 
timers , and adding timers 
allows for evening and 
early morning use, saving 
water which otherwise 
would evaporate in the 
sunshine . 

At Twin Pines , where a 
pump is being repaired, a 
well that "never runs dry" 
is being readied to supply 
about 60 per cent of the 17 
acres. Purchased water 
will run in existing lines to 
the rest. 

Pump trucks wlll be 
filled at the well to take 
care of about 200 young 
trees planted in street divi
ders during the past two 
years . 

Belmont has been told to · 
curtail its water use by 
about 35 per cent. In some 
cases, it can cut usage 60 
per cent and in others, 20 -
per cent , Billante said . 
Last year , Twin Pines used 
only purchased water . 

A priority of full water 
supply, at night, is being 
given to Marina ballfield , 
in use by youth all summer 
six days a week. 



Major Water Main 

~ia~ in· B~Imont 
A major ,. watef ~tfn 4 rac'1f-' ?/ ~imont two 

blocks south of the San Mateo line late Sunday afternoon 
and sent a flood of 40,000 gallons or more cascading 
down several streets , officials report. 

Two Belmont Water Company employees raced to 
the scene. By the time they had shut down 12 valves and 
two pumps, water had roared down Ruth Avenue and 
adjacent stree ts to El Camino Real. 

Fortunately, manager Hal Heidrick said today, 
most of the water poured into catchbasins and ran down 
the curbs. The near est house below the break was on 
higher ground, steering the water . into the street , he 
said. 

The cascading ·water flooded a number of yards on 
Ruth Avenue, the water company reported , and accord
ing to one report poured into the living room of one 
house. 

The flood occurraf at approximatel y 5 p.m. It was 
.6: 45 a.m. today before full service was restored to all 
Belmont. 

Water Company employees bar ricaded the area as 
repai r work continued today. 

The longitudinal fracture ,of a cement -lined eight
inch main occurr ing below ground 20 feet off the inter
section of Hillman Avenue and Nort h Road cut water 
service to a large area of Belmont for hours, as the 
water burst through the surfac e and ran down the steep 
hillside. . 

" It · cleaned out the catchbasins , anyway," Hei
dr ick said today. "And it may have watered a few lawns 
for free ." 

Heidrick said that the gallonage loss should not 
affect Belmont's allowance of water from the San Fran
cisco Water Company. Belmont normally uses about 
2.7 million gallons a day, he explained, or about 40 
percent, through conservation , of the old ·norm of 7 
million gallons a day. 

While it took an estimat ed 20 minutes (according to 
Heidrick) to shut the pumps down, repairs and water 
curtail ment lasted for hours . Full service was restored 
by this morning. 



~elmont Water Picture: 
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Another .Marin?-
Be-:t. C'P4tey CHARLIE HALL '1/7 /7 7 

Some carefully worded denials from San Francisco 
officials notwithstanding, Belmont Water Distr ict 
General Manager Harold Heidrick insisted last week tha t 
Belmont could be in fact be subjected to further water 
reductions in the next few months , cuts which he said may 
put the city "in the Marin category ." 

'CUT STILL CONSIDE_RED' 

Heidrick, responding to a denial from San Francisco 
Water . Dept. Ge_neral Manager Kenneth Boyd that a 
~uctlon to 50 per cent of last year's water supplies was 
bemg planned for Peninsula cities including Belmont 
reaffirmed his contention that such a cut was being 
contemplated. . 

Heidrick said that the San Francisco department's 
assistant manager Gene Kelleher told the Bay Area 
Water Users Association on Aug. 8 that his department 
would decide in early January whether to reduce 
Peninsula cities to 50 per cent of the water received 12 
months before if adequate rains didn't fall during the 

early winter. The rate would be twice the 25 per cent 
reduction that is currently in effect. 

Heidrick said the San Francisco Water Department's 
statement 1 quoted last week in the Redwood Ctiy Tribune, 
didn't dispute his original remark . 

"Boyd was very careful with his wording. He said that a 
cut wasn 't currently being planned , and that 's true. I 
didn't say a cut was being planned. I said it was being 
contemplated, and there's a big difference," commented 
Heidrick. 

Heidrick said he feels a cut to 50 per cent of the previous 
year 's supply is still being considered , and that such a cut, 
should it go into effect, could easily leave Belmont 
l'esidents 'with water supplies during the Winter months 

comparable to those of beleaguered Marin residents. 
In recent months, Belmont has consumed roughly 43 per 

cent less than the previous year , but Heidrick said any 
notion that jumping to 50 per cent reduction during the 
winter would be easy is misleading. 

In previous years large quantities of water were used · on 

lawns and gardens during the summer months, inflating 
the base figure on which the current 25 per cent reduction 
is calculated , but normal water use during the winter 
months is radically lower, marking the allotment for the 
coming winter correspondingly lower . 

MOST SAVING OUTDOORS 
"A lot of people have made their allotment easily just 

by letting the outside go to pot," Heidrick commented, 
noting that during the winter conservation habits will 
have to move indoors. 

In addition to the normal seasonal fluctuation, if San 
francisco reduced its allotment to 50 per cent of the 
-previous year's total , Belmont 's daily water supply per 
person during the winter would sink to roughly 55 gallons 
per person , Heidrick estimated. Marin residents, who 
have become something of a legend for the privations 
they've endured during the drought, currently receive 44 
gallons per day . 

Heidrick said that some actions by the San Francisco 

district could aid the Peninsula 's situatio n, whether a 
further reduction is ultimately approved or not. Chief 
among them would be to vary the extent of the reductions 
depending on the season, reducing more in the summer 
and less in the winter. "We have a greater potential for 
savi~g during the summer ," he explained, adding that he 
cons1d~red ~e worst possibility a straight 50 per cent 
reduction without seasonal variations. 

RATE HIKE POSSIBLE , 

Should a cutback be authorized , Heidrick acknowledged 
that Belmont residents would probably be slapped with 
another reminder of the lingering water shortage : in
creased rates. 

Less water from the San Francisco department would 
mean less revenue for the Belmont district , and Heidrick 
noted that because of fixed costs , t.he district only saves 
$.40 per dollar of lost revenue . 

The district has already raised rates 28.5 per cent since 
April 1 to compensate for reduced water sales . 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

I 



s Earthquakes 

~.JJt~J~2~l Prepares Third Water Pump -
Hal Heidrick , manager If the alternate source of tion Commission (LAFCO) served . (Some of those . wood City while the latter tors . _It began Sept. 20 at 

of the Belmont County Sierra water, a pipeline · at its bearing Wednesday in customers bav~ been completes design and con- the College of Notre Dame 
Water District, said Thurs- that runs near Sequoia Redwood City, bad agreed receiving water from Bel- struction of its own trans- under distri ct sporu10rsbip. 
day that plans we1e pro- Hospital, remains opera- to support annexation of mont for 20 years.) mission lines was put off. Forty-three are taking the 
gressing to provide a third tive, the two present pumps the Bohannon properties on . The matter now awaits until the meeting of Oct, 3. course . . 
emergency pump connec- can tap that line. The third the Bayside, including the forwarding to the Secretary Terms and conditions are 
tlon to meet any poaible p~ ·could tap either the Hofiday Inn and various of State by the LAFCO not yet complete. · He idrick announced a 
disaster in the system . pipeline or the .tunnel. industrial parcels. That executive director, Sher- study of cost effectiveness 

Heidrick said today that Heidrick said verbal will enable the district to man Coffman. Heidrick reported that rl of billing to see if utillza-
there are. two pumps avail- arrangements have been round out the Belmont dis- The question of trans- people were turn,ed away tlon ~f the City of Bel
able presently, along with a completed with San Fran- trict boundaries to include po~ water to Redwood from a training course for mont s new computer 
truck engine which can be clsco, the water supplier, customers already being Shores for the City of Red- water distribution opera- would be a good idea. 
connected to equipment through its Millbrae-based 
mounted on a trailer. The Peninsula division , to 
third emergency pump will chlorinate the water should 
be mounted on skids, as it disaster strike . 
is too large for a trailer , All of Belmont's water 
and should be available by comes directly from Hetch
January . Hetchy ; none comes from 

In the event of a disaster Crystal Springs lakes. 
such as an earthquake , the Heidrick said there is an 
pumps could be used to arrangement between Call
p ump from the tunnel fornia Water Service , San 
which brings water from Carlos , San Mateo and Bel
the Sierra. Presently, the mont for mutual aid in the 
two pumps can lift water event of an earthquake or 
from one storage tank to other disaster . Belmont bas 
another in the bills. The unusually large water stor
third wtll bring it from the age per capita for such 
tunnel . . situations. 

Wa t er runs.Jrom the Heidrick reported that 
tanks by gravity. the Local Agency Fonna -

,__ .r_ __ - -- -



( 48 ·Per :·-Cen t·x~ate ... ln·crease Ask 
/J.eL. eo C/4..• ?, / "j / 7 7 
Belmont and other cities customers who request it ; 

in suburban San Francisco all watering is to be done 
may have to pay 48 per with hand-held hoses. 
cent more for water by 
July 1. The amount of 
increase which will be 
passed on to customers is 
not known. 

The department wants a 
15 per cent increase to 
meet its budget and a 33 
per cent hike to make up 
for lost revenue during 
reduced consumption. 

Written warnings will be 
sent to customers who do 
not comply with 
percentage cutbac l\s. After 
the second offense, they 
will be fined and water flow 
restricted . 

The San Francisco Water 
Department is seeking to 
pass an ordinance whereby 

-- - - - - -

police can cite and fine 
persons ~ught violating a 
water consumption rule , 
such as washing a car . 

The rationing plan will 
be the topic of a public 
hearing in San Francisco 
March 22. It will be passed 
to the San Francisco Board 

of Supervisors March 28 
and then to the mayor to 
Sig{}. 

Mr. Kelleher estimated 

- - - - - -. 

that water rationing for the 
city's customers will take 

effect May 1. Suburban 
users must formulate and 
enforce their own water 
rationing plans and will 
probably aim for a June 1 
effective date. 

The agencies agreed that 
a 25 per cent rationing plan 
is needed . The reduction 
will either be calculated on 
a compar ison basis from 

- -
The Bay Area Water 

Users Association includes 
agencies which buy water 
from the San Francisco 
Water Department. 

How Fast Water Flow s 
Beginning next Monday, 

the association will 
formulate a model 
ra t ioning plan , because 
each agency of the San 
Francisco department 
must design and enforce its 
own plans . 

The San Francisco 
proposal will be used as an 
initial guideline. 

The San Franc isco plan 
includes a 50 per cent 
reduc tion in water allowed 
for irrigation ; 25 per cent 
cut back in water for 
personal use ; 10 per cent 
cutback in water for 
industrial use in 
production ; and 25 per cent 
cutback in resale water 1 
use. ' 

The plan includes a 
penalty system for those 
who exceed their limit. 

Among rec ommenda
tions for water cutbacks in 
the San Francisco plan 
are : no washing of cars, 
boats, sidewalks or other 
areas with hoses; no 
irrigation which isn't 
necessary to keep plants 
alive ; no decorative 
fmmdations; restaurants 
c_houl dJ:A'l"V lfL'lllla_ter..c onlY, 

' 

: Shower ,. 

,1 Brushing 
: Teeth 

Tub Bath 

Shaving 

I 

I 
Dishwashing 

I 

Aufomahc 
Dishwashi!!JI 

, Washing Hands 

Toilet 
F lushini 
Washing 
Mach ine 
Outdoor . ' 
Watering 

-

NORMAL USE CONSERVATION USE 
25gallons 4gallons I 

(water running ) (wet1 soal!1 rinse ) I 

l0gallons ½ gallon I 
I 

(tap running ) (wet brush, rinse briefl;r) 
36gallons 10 to 12 gallons 

(full) ~ minimal water level) 
20gallons l gallon 

( tap running ) (fill basin) 
JO gallons 5gallons I 

(tap running ) (use dishsan / sink) 
I 

is gallons 7ga Ions 
(full cycle) (short cicle 2 
2gallons 1 gallon 

( ta12 runni~ ) ( fill basin ) > 
5 to 7 gallons 4 to 6 gallons , 

(full tank ) (tank dis12lacement) I 

GO gallons 27gallons ' 
(full cycle) (shor t c:z:cle) 

I 

10 gallons / nunute eliminate 
(average hose) 

- - - -- - - -------- - - - - -

water used during the 
corresponding month in 
1976 or average monthly 
water consumption in 1976. 

\ 



Water Cutback, Hike 
r9uv4Alfect Residents 
~ San Francisco Water He has also proposed a the dishwasher, washing cities with large industrial 
Department, which sup- straight 20 per cent in- machine and garden bases, that consume more 
plies the Peninsula, has crease for commercial and watering requirem ents water and in areas with a 
obtained the authority to industrial use. don ' t really vary that number of apartment 
demand a 25 per cent "We hope to much . dwellers, where individual 
cutback in usage and is economically control the meters are not installed. 
also looking for a 45 per water and still give Whilewaterconsumption Also, the figures ..1re 
cent increase to cover loss everyone an adequate was cut 9.3 per cent in based on past usage he 
of revenue. supply," he explained. Belmont during January, said,andwhathappensina 

Belmont Water District The board has not residents must find more community that has added 
Manager Harold Heidrick discussed the proposal. ways to save additional 400 more custom ers? 
·s concerned about how the The PUC will meet water , thP ·· <>nager said. Belmont does have Rule 
cutback will be enforced March 3 in room 282 at the The average family of 13, which, if invoked, could 
and is currently meeting San Francisco City Hall on four will have to save 87.5 allow the district to 
with the board of directors Van Ness to discuss gallons day. "exercise rea sonable 
to develop a plan . rationing and cutbacks. But, how water depart- control" in the ap-

A March 22 public ments are going to enforce r.ortionme~t.. The,, disti:ict 
"This is kind of like a hearing will deal with the that has baffled Mr. _may prohibit use during 
juggling act," he said . San Francisco WAter HeidricJ;; His plan on rate times of emergency, but 
He said he is expecting Department's rationing increases should have Mr. Heidrick said he is 
the Public Utilities plan and suburban re-sale some effect, he said. looking for a better 
Commission (PUC) customers. But it will be hard ·in definition. of Rule 13. 
and the San Francisco 
Soard of u ors 
possibly grant a 40. per 
cent increas e. 

Mr. Heidrick said he has 
proposed a plan to charge 
private homeowners $3.60 
per 10 units of water (there 
are 750 gallons to a unit) . 
Customers would 
be charged an additional $1 
per unit for the next five 
units and $5 a unit for 

ything over 15 units . 

, J.l . -eiu ~\~I\. t.., -

unhappy with his plan, 
which is " going back" to 
the "unworkable flat rate" 

_ of the pre-Depression era . 

He explained that it is 
difficult for a single person 
to survive on 50 gallons a 
day. 

A family of five does not 
actually use a propor
tionately larger amount of 
water he explained, since 



ew . ationing rogram 

Water Rates: Increased 
in Belmont District 

~L, ePv/.? . ~o.:,h;, 
Water, and the lack of it, is weighing heavily on 

California officials minds , and a number of cities and 
water districts are grappling with how to ration . 

The board of directors for the Belmont water district 
have discovered a plan which is apparently radical and 
has attracted some media covera~e throughout the state : 

But to Manager Harold Heidrick the plan is the best way 
to go. 

Starting with the next billing period , residents 

PAYING MORE 
Starting with the next billing period, residents will be 

pay ing more f<r their water and will be charged for the 
rumber of units they use ea.ch month. · 

Therefore, they can expect slightly higher bills if they 
use over the 20 units per month allotment. 

a unit is 748 gallons. 

ANOTHER RISE ASKED 
In the meantime , this is not the last increa se in rates , 

directors warned customers . the Sari Franc isco Water 
Department is seeking a rate increase for J uly 1 and if 
that is approved, all of their customers will have to follow 
suit. 

But, Mr. Heidrick pointed out, the new rate system will 
cost residents 15 cents more for each unit. 

there is an exceptions clause that can be granted by 
directors if they file a written request. 

"Those who have (alread y) cut back are in pret ty good 

shape," Mr. Heidrick said. 

'MORE THAN GENEROUS' 
"Actually, f<r the vast majority d. people, the 20 units is 

mOl'e than generous." 

Because of the bi-monthly billings, "people will not see 
this rate f<r a while," the manager continued. Those who 
"Irrigate profusely" are going to be "greatly affected " 
while those who save water for household and personal 
use may not notice a large increase. 

~. 
Residents will be billed 48 cents per unit for the first 20 

units used, then another 91 cents per unit up to the next 20 
• used. After 40 units are used , they will pay $3 each unit. 

this is based on bi-monthly billings . 
~ ar~ent dwe!!ers will receive the first !ive units for 

48 cents each, then pay another 91 cents a urut fOl' the next 
five. They will be charged $3 per unit if they go over the 10-
unit limit. 

INDUSTRIAL CUTS 
commercial and industrial users will pay 48 cents a unit 

if they cut back 30 per cent for the same month last year. 
If they use between 70 and 90 per cent of what they used 
last year , they must pay 91 cents per unit. 

If they use over 90 per cent of what they used last year, 
they will be charged $3 a unit. 

Public authority customers, including schools who use 
less than 1,000 units a month will pay the 48 cents per unit 
if they cut back 70 per cent, or $3 a unit if they don't. 

Those public authoriry rustomers who used mor ,• than 
1,000 units per month will follow the same schedule as 
those listed above from November through May. But, 
June through October, they must cut back 40 per cent. 

OTHER CITIES TRYING 
Other cities in San Mateo County are looking at plans 

that would demand a 25 per cent cutback for tesidential 
use, a 10 per cent cut in industrial use, a 50 per cent cut in 
irrigation and outdoor watering and a 25 per cent cut in 
commercial use . 

Belmont water users have been complying with district 
requests to cut back since last December, the manage ! 
pointed out. In fact, Belmont was one d. the first Northern 
Californian cities to start a voluntary rationing program, 
he summarized. 





SISTER MARY JUSTINE McMullen stands.by an old well well 1-aad been hidden for over 40 years beneath an 
recently discovered at the College of Notre Dame. The immense ivy bush. 

Old We/l's Chance Discovery 

~~t~.n~f;J £. o~,.'!.J.~?IB r~~~w~::~ w~!,:! !!,eara it 
Notre Dame was faced year-old nun who had first one. sank into total obscurity. 
with the water shortage, come to CND in the 1930's As an experiment the Over the years, the 
the people there came up suggested "the old well" as crew hooked up the well to college had had no need for 
with a unique solution: a way of combating the the back lawn's sprinklers , the well, drawing its water 
they dug their own. water shortage . and once it was satisfied from Waterdog Lake . 

Well, actually , they The chance remark that the well would refill, When CND leased the lake 
didn ' t do the diggin g immediately caught the the school's plans for a to Belmont eight years ago, 
themselves, but they did ears of Jim Smythe, the soccer field were back in it had no problems getting 
uncover a well that had college's maintenance business. all the water it needed 
been out of use for over 40 man, and the next day he How is it that a 45-foot from the Belmont Water 
years, and it's good for had a crew scouring the well could go totally un- District until this year . 
more than just a drop in the back lawn behind Ralston noticed in a time of severe While the well had been 
bucket, too. Hall. water shortage? totally out of use for as long 

Over 45 feet deep, and The search quickly led The main reason , says as anyone can remember, 
able to refill once it's them to the ivy bush in the Sister Mary Justine Mc- Sister Mary Justine notes 
emptied, the well has yard, and after a few Mullen, the nun who first that there were still 
enabled the college to go strategic shearings to mentioned its existence, is several people on campus 
ahead with plans to build a prune away the leaves, the that it was never used since who knew about it. 
soccer field which it had college became the proud the college was founded in "A lot of the older people 
had to abandon because of owners of one of the few 1922. knew about it ," she says, 
the drought. old-fashioned water wells FORGOTTEN "but nobody ever thought 

The well, which was in the area . Even when the sister to say anything about it." 
totally hidden beneath an The well has a com- came to CND in the 1930's There is, of course, the 
immense ivy bush, was pletely intact rock casing, the well had long since possibility that Notre 
totally unknown by anyone and even came with an old been out of use and fully Dame has 9ther wells on its 
except some of the cam- pump, although the college buried from sight , and (Continued to~ 
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campus. 
OTHER WELLS 

Sister Mary Justine , for 
several years the 
Province's archivist and 
focmerly the librarian at 
Notre Dame, says there 
was at least one other well 
but that the casing had 
apparently fallen in over 
the years , making it 
wocthless. 

She is also looking 
through all old records to 
see whether any othe r 
ready sources of water 
might be turned up. 

And if Sister Mary 
Justine can find any photos 
of any other wells, the 
College is likely to make 

use of them, according to 
spokesperson Alice 
Schammel. 

Sister Mary Justine 
recalls that Ralston, a 
mining magnate who 
owned the property that 
currently forms the college 
until the turn of the cen
tury, was so advanced for 
his time that a few more of 
his hidden activities may 
just pay off in this time of 
shortages. 

Barring some unseen 
intervention of fate , the 
water shortage will 
someday go away, but gas 
is likely to remain scarce . 

And according to Sister 
"Mary Justine , Ralston used 
to ha ve his own gas 

manufacturing factory 
somewhere in the hills, 
making it out of coal for his 
own use and that of a few 
neighbors. 

Should gas continue to go 
the way of all commodities, 
CND might someday be 
send ing search parties 
through the hills, but for 
the time being there won't 
be any posses for either the 
gas plant or any more 
water sources, says Alice 
Schammel. 

"We'll look for a well if 
Sister Mary Justine brings 
us a photo of one,'s she 
says, ' 'but we're not going 
to go on any Easter egg 
hunts." 

----
1 


